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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:
April 15, 2004

TIME:
10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Charles Morgan, Chairman

Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman

Gerard Conis, Board Member



Wayne Fishpaw, Board Member



Keith Horton, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Joseph Radtka, Board Member

ABSENT:
Troy Lawson, Board Member

OTHERS 

PRESENT:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General



Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director



Sharon Kraus, Administrative Aide



Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Charles Morgan, Chairman, called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to order at 10:45 a.m.

APPEARANCE OF MR. DAVIS BEFORE BOARD TO DISCUSS PROPANE GAS FITTER CERTIFICATE CLARIFICATION - Mr. Gerald Davis appeared before the Board to discuss the type of gas fitting work he performs for clarification from the Board as to type of license(s) he needs to obtain.  Mr. Davis has a State Master Natural Gas Fitter license and explained that he has propane customers but has problems servicing them and pulling permits for gas lines in certain areas.   He explained that he installs gas piping and venting systems for propane fireplaces but does not hold a propane gas fitter certificate issued by this Board.  The Board agreed that Mr. Davis must obtain a Propane Gas Fitter Certificate in order to perform the propane work Mr. Davis described.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler cited and explained the definitions in the law for propane and for natural gas.  Counsel further explained that the Board has no authority to circumvent the law as enacted by the Legislature, by allowing individuals licensed to provide natural gas services to also provide propane services without the additional certification.  Counsel informed Mr. Davis that a legislative changed would be needed to change the law and that the Board may decide to pursue this issue with the Department for a future legislative session.  

Mr. Davis explained that in speaking to the instructor for the Propane Gas Course, the Propane Gas Distribution Operations Systems course would not be available for him to complete locally before August 2004.  The Board discussed granting approval for Mr. Davis to obtain the Propane Gas Fitter Certificate contingent on him submitting proof of the course within 30 days of completion from the tentatively-scheduled August 2004 course.  A Motion as made by Mr. Hinkhaus, Seconded by Mr. Fishpaw and unanimously carried to grant Mr. Davis a Propane Gas Fitter Certificate with the condition that he submit proof of completion of the course within 30 days of completion because the next course available locally for Mr. Davis will not be available until August 2004 at the earliest.  If Mr. Davis fails to submit the proof of the course completion or promptly notify the Board of any further unavoidable delay in completing the course (or that the august schedule date has been extended), the Board may pursue charges to revoke the certificate.  Staff will contact the instructor Peter Patrick and Associates to verify next available course date.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler will send Mr. Davis a letter of clarification of the Board's decision.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the business and executive session meetings held on March 18, 2004 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Fishpaw and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

COMPLAINTS

Mr. Hinkhaus presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board. 

The Board closed the following complaints:

02-PL-74

04-PL-96

04-PL-30

04-PL-97

04-PL-94

04-PL-108

The following complaint have been referred for Pre-charge Review:

04-PL-24

The Complaint Committee met in executive session prior to the public meeting, pursuant to Section 10-508(a)(7) of the State Government Article to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters, and reported its findings to the Board during the public meeting.  A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, seconded by Mr. Conis and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS
A. APPROVAL OF DRAFT REGULATION FOR NEW PLUMBING CODE– The Board was advised that Mr. Hinkhaus, Mr Lenderking, and Mr. Radtka had previously met to review/update the amendments to the code and a draft of the updated regulation was provided to the Board for their review. The Board had no additional recommendations to be included in the draft regulation.  A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, Seconded by Mr. Conis and unanimously carried to approve the draft regulation to adopt the 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated, 2004 Supplement to the Nationals Standard Plumbing Code, ANSI Z223, NFPA 54, 2002 edition  and NFPA-99, 2002 edition and the modifications to the code.  Mr. Conis stated that once the regulation is finalized, the Board will need to update the bank of questions on the plumber/gas fitter examination.

Mr. Sliwka reported that the Department has not yet made a decision on whether to support an increase in the number of questions on the plumber/gas fitter examination as previously discussed by the Board.  Assistant Attorney General stated that at this point there is no reciprocal agreement with Baltimore County or WSSC because they are not accepting the State license at this time as a result of the perceived flaws in the State examination by those jurisdictions.

NEW BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS REPORT – A copy of the license statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS REPORT -  A copy of the monthly examination statistics report was distributed to the Board for their review.  Staff has requested the yearly statistics report from PSI as requested by the Board and will present it to the board when it is received.

CORRESPONDENCE

A. REVIEW OF DRAFT PROPOSED REGULATION FROM THE MARYLAND APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING COUNCIL REGARDING RATIOS ON DAVIS-BACON JOBS AND REVISING MARYLAND'S RATIO REQUIREMENT- A copy of the draft proposed regulation from the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council which proposes to revise Maryland's ratio requirement was presented to the Board for their review.

B. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM FREDERICK COUNTY MASTER PLUMBERS ASSOCIATION REGARDING UNLICENSED PLUMBING INSPECTORS - The information received from the Frederick County Master Plumbers Association and the letter sent to Frederick County clarifying to the County that plumbing inspectors must be licensed was reviewed by the Board.

C. LICENSING OF PLUMBING INSPECTORS IN TALBOT COUNTY - The Board reviewed a letter sent to Talbot County clarifying that plumbing inspectors must be licensed was reviewed by the Board.

D. REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION WHETHER PLUMBING LICENSE IS NEEDED TO PERFORM CERTAIN WORK - Correspondence from Michael P. Tanczyn, P.A. representing Sal DiGiorgio was reviewed by the Board.  Mr. Tanczyn was requesting clarification from the Board as to whether a plumbing license was needed by his client to perform certain work.  The Board determined that without a plumbing license, existing plumbing cannot be disconnected because it is part of a system.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler to send letter advising of the Board's decision.

E. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM APPLICANT WITH WORK EXPERIENCE FROM UK -The Board reviewed the correspondence sent from Mr. Simms and requested that Mr. Simms provide certificates of completion of any plumbing/gas fitting courses he has completed along with documentation of work experience for review by the Board.

F. REGISTERED NATURAL GAS FITTERS IN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY WHO DO NOT HAVE STATE LIENSES - Mr. Sliwka advised the Board that in  researching the Board's previous approval of registered Natural Gas Fitters in Anne Arundel County, the Board only granted approval of those persons who applied for the State Natural Gas Fitter license by July 1, 2003.  However, there still appears to be a number of registered Natural Gas Fitters in Anne Arundel County who do not have a State Natural Gas Fitter license.  Staff has requested and received a list from Anne Arundel County to determine those persons who do not have a State license.  Staff has also requested a list of inactive persons in Anne Arundel County.  The Board requested that staff send a letter to those persons (active and inactive) registered as natural gas fitters in Anne Arundel County advising those persons of the existence of the State natural gas fitter license requirement and enforce a 90-day cutoff date from the date of the notice to submit their application in order to be approved for a State Natural Gas Fitter license.  The Board agreed to approve those persons based on the conclusion that they were registered in Anne Arundel County and the county was not requiring a State license in order to renew.  Staff will prepare a draft notice to be sent once the inactive list is received by Anne Arundel County.

G. PRODUCT APPROVAL CLARIFICATION - The Board reviewed correspondence regarding a product, Halox Chlorine Dioxide Generator, requesting whether the Board will recognize the product prior to the product receiving the required testing certification.  Although the Board does not approve products, the Board agreed that the Board cannot recognize the product until the required testing documentation has been submitted.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:32 a.m. in Conference Room 300, at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore Maryland, 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened the public meeting at 12:00 p.m.

A Motion was made by Mr.Fishpaw, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.

5 applications for with a prior felony and/or drug conviction were approved. 3 applications were tabled to request more information from the applicant.

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Fishpaw and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

____________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________   Without Corrections

__________   With Corrections
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