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CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Schulman called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Michael Derby, seconded by Captain Mark Fithian, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of October 21, 2011 meeting as submitted.
REPORT ON COMPLAINTS AND INCIDENTS


Michael Derby gave the following report:
Incidents

I-127

Appeal filed in Court of Special Appeals on July 29, 2011.  Waiting for 


decision.
10-03

No violation by pilot.  Close. 
11-02

No violation by pilot.  Close.
11-03

No violation.  Close.
11-04

Send to investigator to get more information.
12-01

More information needed.  Send letter.  
BOARD OF PILOTS

January 13, 2012
Page Two
Complaints

09-BP-01
Informal conference held with pilot.  Close.
11-BP-01
Need more information.  Send letter to Respondent.
11-BP-02
Sent back to investigator to get more information.
11-BP-04
Sent back to investigator to get more information.

Motion (II) was made by Captain Reagoso, seconded by Captain Adams and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Incident Committee.

PILOT COMPLEMENT REPORT


Captain Nielsen reported that the number arrivals in 2011 increased 2.5% compared to 2010.  Shifts for 2011 increased 10% compared to 2010.  The “Pilots Years of Service” report indicates that 19 pilots have enough years of service to retire at anytime.  The “Pilot Ages” report shows the number of pilots broken down by age categories.  There are a large number of pilots 55 years of age and older.  The next report projects the number of pilots who could retire each year through 2020.

The "Proposed Pilot Complement" report projects the number of pilots-in-training needed in order to keep the present complement at 67. Captain Nielsen stated that the Association's recommendation is to take three new pilots-in-training this year.  He made a motion (III) to start one pilot-in-training on May 1, 2012.  Motion was seconded by Captain Fithian and unanimously carried.  Captain Nielsen further recommended starting two more pilots-in-training on November 1, 2012, depending on the economy.


PILOT IN TRAINING SELECTION COMMITTEE


There was no report of the Committee.
WORK RULES COMMITTEE


Chairman Schulman reported that the Association has not submitted any proposed changes to work rules affecting pilot list administration, appointments, assignment intervals, or relief pilots.

QUALIFICATION COMMITTEE


Chairman Schulman reported that Ken Riffle, Ryan Brune, and Daniel Tyson are qualified, upon completion of training on March 1, 2012, for 36’ limited pilot licenses.  Motion (IV) was made by Captain Prenger, seconded by Mike Reagoso, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the upgrades.
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NEW BUSINESS
Letter from NTSB

Pamela Edwards reported that Governor O'Malley had received  a Safety Recommendation from the National Transportation Safety Board.  It arises from the NTSB's investigation of the January 23, 2010 accident in which the 810-foot-long oil tankship Eagle Otome collided with the 597-foot-long general cargo vessel Gull Arrow at the Port of Port Arthur,Texas.  A 297-foot-long barge, the Kirby 30406 which was being pushed by the towboat Dixie Vengeance, subsequently collided with the Eagle Otome.  As a result, 862,344 gallons of oil were released into the water.   The NTSB determined that the probable cause of the collision was the failure of the first pilot to correct the sheering motions that began as a result of the late initiation of a turn at a mild bend in the waterway and the first pilot's fatigue, and other factors.  


The NTSB made three recommendations:  ensure that local pilot oversight organizations effectively monitor and oversee practices of their pilots; require local pilot oversight organizations to implement fatigue mitigation and prevention programs; and require local pilot oversight organizations to implement bridge resource management training requirements. 

After discussion, the Board decided that they would recommend to the Governor a response stating that the Board currently has in place a requirement that pilots must complete a bridge resource management course every five years.  Also, the Board, through the Work Rules Committee, has oversight over any change to pilot work rules that affect safe operations of vessels by licensed pilots.  However, based on the NTSB's letter, the Work Rules Committee will conduct another complete review of the Association's work rules.  The Committee will report back to the Board at the April 13th meeting.
OLD BUSINESS


Ms. Trimble stated that the Board has been discussing for some time ways to address complaints dealing with pilot behavior and lack of communication.   The current law and regulations do not address these areas and Board cannot take any action against a licensee who does not communicate effectively with other pilots which may cause an unsafe situation.  Ms. Trimble stated that regulations could be proposed under the Board's statutory authority.  The purpose of the regulations would be to ensure that there is sufficient communication to assure a cohesive, safe, and effective transit and to achieve this goal, certain conduct should be exhibited by the pilot.  The Board asked Ms. 
Trimble to redraft the regulation to include examples of conduct that are potential instances of "reckless" pilotage.
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ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (VI) was made by Captain Prenger, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:20 p.m.


With Corrections

    x
Without Corrections
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