BOARD OF PILOTS
MINUTES

DATE:



January 14, 2011
PLACE:


500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room





Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:


Robert Schulman, Esquire, Chairman





Elizabeth Williams, DLLR




Captain Mark Adams









David Chenowith





Michael S. Derby





Captain Mark Fithian





Captain Eric Nielsen





Captain Michael Prenger





Mike R. Reagoso, III

OTHERS PRESENT:

Jay Hutchins, Executive Director





Pamela J. Edwards, Assistant Executive Director





Elizabeth Trimble,  AAG, Counsel to the Board





Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner





Captain Elizabeth Christman




Captain Randall Bourgeois





Joseph Schwartzstein, Pilot-in-Training





Eric Pickett, Pilot-in-Training

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Schulman called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by David Chenowith, seconded by Captain Mark Adams, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of October 8,  2010 as submitted.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (II) was made by Captain Adams, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. at 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:05 a.m.

REPORT ON COMPLAINTS AND INCIDENTS


Michael Derby gave the following report:
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Incidents

I-127

Appeal filed by Respondent.
10-02

No violation.  Close. 
10-03

Contact Coast Guard.
10-04

Contact Coast Guard.
Complaints

08-BP-04
Sent to AAG for pre-charge review.
09-BP-01
Send to AAG for pre-charge review.  
10-BP-01
Under review.

Motion (III) was made by David Chenowith, seconded by Captain Adams, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Incident Committee.


Michael Derby stated that he would like to recommend to the Board that a committee be established to look at pilot conduct and safety rules.  Chairman Schulman appointed Captain Nielsen, Michael Derby, Captain Fithian, along with himself to comprise the committee.  The goal of the committee is to consider the options for possible legislation establishing a code of conduct and sanctions for violating that code.  The committee will meet and report back to the board at the April meeting.

PILOT COMPLEMENT REPORT


Captain Nielsen reported arrivals in 2010 increased 13% compared to 2009.  Total number of shifts for 2010 also increased compared to 2009’s total but were less than 2008.  Tonnage data from the MPA for the first half of 2010 shows a marked increase in tonnage.  

The “Pilots Years of Service” report indicates that 20 pilots have enough years of service to retire at anytime.  The “Pilot Ages” report shows the number of pilots broken down by age categories.  There are a large number of pilots 55 years of age and older.  The next report projects the number of pilots who could retire each year through 2019.  

The next report is the “Proposed Pilot Complement” report which projects the number of pilots-in-training needed in order to keep the present complement at 67. Captain Nielsen noted that the graph suggests that four new pilots-in-training should be selected in 2011.  He made a recommendation that the Board offer apprenticeships to the next two candidates on the eligibility list with a start date of May 1, 2011.

Motion (IV) was made by Dave Chenowith, seconded by Michael Derby, and unanimously carried to offer apprenticeships to the next two candidates on the eligibility list .
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PILOT-IN-TRAINING SELECTION COMMITTEE


New pilots-in-training, Eric Pickett and Joseph Schwartzstein, were present and were introduced.  They starting training November 1, 2010.    

Captain Michael Prenger stated that the Selection Committee will start reviewing applications next week for the next selection process.
WORK RULES COMMITTEE


Chairman Schulman reported that the Association has not submitted any proposed changes to work rules affecting pilot list administration, appointments, assignment intervals, or relief pilots.
QUALIFICATON COMMITTEE


Pamela Edwards reported that subsequent to the October 8, 2010 meeting, Captain Vertis C. Belcher announced his retirement effective January 1, 2011.  His retirement resulted in a one slot shortage in the number of pilots available to do docking pilot work.  The Association proposed to fill that slot by rotating two qualified pilots, Captains Christopher Yearwood and Joseph Hartnett.  


Ms. Edwards stated that this information was communicated to the Board members via email.  All Board members approved Captains Yearwood and Hartnett for docking pilot assignments.


Motion (V) was made by Mike Reagoso, seconded by David Chenowith, and unanimously carried to ratify the Board’s email approval of Captains Yearwood and Hartnett for docking pilot assignments.


Chairman Schulman reported that Daniel Tyson, Kenneth Riffle, and Ryan Brune are eligible for 32’ limited pilot licenses.   He further stated that Michael Lavin is eligible for an unlimited license.  Motion (VI) was made by Captain Prenger, seconded by Mike Reagoso, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the upgrades.

NEW BUSINESS

Final Action on Regulations 09.26.02.04


Pamela Edwards reported that the proposed amendments to the regulation  changing the drafts for limited licenses in accordance with the law change was published in the October 8, 2010 issue of the Maryland Register.  No comments were received.

Motion (VII) was made by Mike Reagoso, seconded by David Chenowith, and unanimously carried to adopt the amendments to the regulation.
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OTHER BUSINESS

Legislative Memo


The Board reviewed a memo from Secretary Sanchez dated January 10, 2011 setting forth the Department’s legislative policy.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (VIII) was made by Michael Derby, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 p.m.

MINUTES SIGNED BY CHAIRMAN ROBERT SCHULMAN
APRIL 8, 2011

