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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Schulman called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion (I) was made by Mr. Chenowith, seconded by Captain Adams, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2008 meeting.
INTRODUCTION OF NEWEST PILOTS IN TRAINING

Captain Nielsen introduced the pilots-in-training who were selected at the October, 2007 meeting.  They started working on December 1, 2007.

Ronald DallaValle is a graduate from Texas A & M.  He has worked as Chief Mate on oil tankers and holds a masters license.

Steven Germac worked for McAllister as a tug captain, holds a masters license, and served in U.S. Army

Raymond Harrington graduated Ft. Schuyler.   He sailed deep sea on various vessels and holds a masters license.
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Christopher Wilson is a 1997 graduate Kings Point.  He sailed deep sea for 10 years.  He most recently worked for Maersk.  Chris holds a masters license.  
REPORT OF THE INCIDENT COMMITTEE


Captain Christman gave the following report on open incidents and complaints.

Incidents 
I-127 – Circuit Court judge overturned Board’s decision.  Board appealed case to Court of Specials Appeals in February 2008.
07-01 – This is the Incident involving the M/V Montrose.  Incident Committee reviewed Coast Guard report and recommends that case be sent to investigator.
08-01 Close.  No violation.

08-02 Close. No violation.

08-03 Awaiting Coast Guard report.
Complaints

06-BP-03 –  Case under investigation.
06-BP-04 -  Case under investigation.


08-BP-01 – Ten-day response letter was sent to Respondent.  Response received February 29, 2008.  Recommend case be sent to investigator.

Motion (II) was made by Captain Adams, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the report of the Incident Committee.


Captain Nielsen reported that three non-reportable incidents occurred since the last Board meeting.  They are:
On March 8th, the M/V AUTO BANNER  blew off the pier in high winds.  The pilot was able to reach the vessel via launch and safely anchor it.  There was no damage.
On March 10th, the M/V OCEAN VICTORY had manning issues on the bridge.   Criminal charges were brought against the captain and other crew members.
On March 15th, the M/V ATLANTIC SUPERIOR was near the end of the bay and the steering failed.  Steering was restored and the pilot regained control.  No grounding or damage resulted.
Motion (III) was made by Captain Bourgeois, seconded by David Chenowith, and unanimously carried by the Board to accept Captain Nielsen’s report.
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PILOT COMPLEMENT REPORT

Captain Nielsen said the first report “Arrivals” shows slightly more arrivals in 2008 compared to the same period in 2007.  The second report, “Shifts” indicates the number of shifts in 2008 is about the same as in 2007.  Harbor shifts mainly involve RO/RO carriers.

The third report shows the amount of foreign tonnage through the year ending 2006.  This data is the same as the last report.  The next report “Pilot Years of Service” shows that numbers are getting near the end of the imbalance.  Next is the “Pilot Ages” report which indicates the largest portion of pilots are in the 55-59 age bracket, but the distribution among the age brackets is improving.  The fifth report “Retiring Pilots” is based on interviews and shows the number of pilots who have expressed their intention to retire.  Next is the “Proposed Pilot Complement” report.   Captain Nielsen said that this report offers a proposal for the number of pilots-in-training to be selected every year through 2013 to return to a complement of 70.  He stated that since the last meeting one pilot-in-training unexpectedly resigned two and one half years into his apprenticeship and one pilot retired earlier than expected.   

Motion (IV) was made by Captain Nielsen, seconded by Paul Swensen, and unanimously carried by the Board to select four new pilots-in-training today.  
PILOT-IN-TRAINING SELECTION COMMITTEE 


The next four eligible candidates on the selection list are:  Brian Page, Walter L. James III, Nicholas Watts, and Noah Seiple.  Captain Nielsen stated that the desired start date is June 1, 2008.   Approval is granted to go to the next person on list if one of the four does not accept.

WORK RULES COMMITTEE
Chairman Schulman reported that no work rules affecting safety have been approved by the Association.
QUALIFICATION COMMITTEE

There was no report of the Qualification Committee.

NEW BUSINESS

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, appeared before the Board and advised them that legislative proposals for the 2009 session of the General Assembly must be submitted at  the June meeting.

Ben Lieberman of the Maryland Port Administration appeared before the Board to report on the State of the Port.  
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Mr. Lieberman stated that the port has a large and diverse cargo base.  In 2007, 30.8 million tons of foreign cargo was handled by the port with a $41.9 billion cargo value.  The major bulk cargoes are coal, petroleum products, iron ore, gypsum, salt and sugar.  Major general cargoes are containers, forest products, automobiles, and roll on/roll off.  The Port of Baltimore ranks number one nationally in RO/RO, export automobiles, import sugar, import gypsum, import iron ore and import forest products.  The port is a major part of the State’s economy contributing 16,500 directs jobs and 19,500 induced and 14,200 indirect jobs.  Port activities generated $388 million in state and local taxes in 2006.

Total foreign cargo increased 24% from 24.7 million tons in 2002 to 30.8 million in 2007.  Vessel traffic has been relatively stable in recent years, with certain vessel types growing modestly.  Container, automobile and bulk vessels calls increased since 2003, while tanker and other vessels declined.

Expectations for future growth of the port are very good.  The State and Federal governments are committed to the port and its future.  The Federal government’s investments in dredging are nearly $50 million annually.  Over the past 10 years, the State of Maryland has invested nearly $700 million in the Port of Baltimore and plans to invest another $635 million in the port over the next six years.   The MPA’S FY2008–FY2013 capital investment program includes $410 million for harbor development and  $225 million for landside terminal facilities.  

Mr. Lieberman concluded by stating the Port of Baltimore has a bright future and will continue to be a major factor in the State’s economy.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Chairman Schulman reminded the Board members that the next meeting is scheduled for June 13, 2008.  
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, motion (V) was made by Captain Nielsen, seconded by Eric Carlson and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 11:05 a.m.
     x
With Corrections

Without Corrections
SIGNED BY ROBERT SCHULMAN, CHAIRMAN

ON JUNE 13, 2008

Corrections to April 11, 2008 minutes

On Page Three, second paragraph, last sentence, should read:  “He stated that since the last meeting, one pliot-in-training unexpectedly resigned one and one half years into his apprenticeship …”
