MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:                October 5, 2011

TIME:                 10:00 a.m.

PLACE:               500 N. Calvert Street

                            Room 308

                            Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:          John Mettee, Chairman

                            Donald Ocker

                            John Jensen

                            Daniel Lavelle

                            Thomas Orisich

OTHERS

PRESENT:           Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                             Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                             Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                             Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                             Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

                             William Farand 

CALL TO ORDER

John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2011

meeting as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

08-LS-06 - Hearing scheduled for October 13, 2011 at OAH.

10-LS-14 - send to investigator.
11-LS-02 - sent to investigator.
11-LS-12 - Close. Contractual issue.

11-LS-13 - Response received.  Under review by complaint committee.

12-LS-02 - Response received.  Closed.

12-LS-04 - Hearing scheduled for December 7, 2011.

12-LS-05 - Send 20 day response.

12-LS-06 - Send cease and desist letter.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.
CORRESPONDENCE


The Board received a letter of resignation from Ms. Dunne due to health issues.  She thanked everyone for their hard work on the Board and said it has been a pleasure working with everyone.  She will be missed.


Mr. Orisich stated that he received an email with an attachment showing a right-of-way plat for a location in Baltimore County that was signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer.  He said the counties are allowing this practice.  It was noted that a Professional Engineer license does not authorize the Professional Engineer to do surveying.  He suggested that a meeting be held with Baltimore County on this issue.  Ms. Trust will write a letter to the head of the Land Acquisition Department in Baltimore County.
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS


Mr. Barry Hoyle submitted a letter to the Board regarding possible violations from someone advertising on the internet that is not licensed.  The Board said it would be referred to the complaint committee for action.  
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MEETING WITH SECRETARY SANCHEZ


Mr. Mettee reported that he and the Vice Chairman were invited to meet with Secretary Sanchez and senior staff in the Office of the Secretary on September 26th.  The Secretary wanted to take the opportunity to hear from them and share with them priorities of his office for the coming year and 2012 Legislative Session.  Mr. Mettee informed the Board that he went to this meeting and found it to be a very informative session.  Some topics discussed were:  special funding, consumer member vacancies on the boards, board member training, and hiring a new investigator and the exemption process on the hiring freeze.  

JOINT CHAIRS' MEETING


Mr. Mettee said that the Joint Chairs' met on September 8, 2011.  Representative from Baltimore County were there and discussion ensued on who can sign an elevation certificate.  The chairs all agreed that the practice of engineering is a very broadly defined statutory term; therefore, a professional engineer who is qualified by virtue of his or her education, experience and examination, may be competent to prepare such certificates.  However, the chairs also pointed out that if the preparation of the certificate includes taking of measurements, those services fall within the exclusive scope of surveying practice.  Finally, the chairs pointed out that rarely, if ever, the preparation of FEMA certificates involves architects.  


Mr. Loleas gave a financial report on the Special Fund balance which still has a surplus of $240,000.
NEW BUSINESS


Ms. Trust reported that the bills for the firm permit and extension of the special fund have been submitted to the Governor's office. 

Mr. Orisich stated that there is a Colonial States Board meeting scheduled in Richmond, Va.  The Board approved his attendance.  Ms. Edwards will prepare out of state travel request.
MINUTES - LAND SURVEYORS

October 5, 2011

Page Four

OLD BUSINESS

Photogrammetry


Tom Orisich reported that the EPS Committee is meeting on October 6th in Albuquerque.  A statement regarding the GIS mapping profession should be issued in January.


Mr. Orisich stated that in his opinion, Maryland should follow NCEES' model law on photogrammetry.  He would like to see the Board's law revised to include changes regarding photogrammetry, educational requirements for licensure, and the state specific exam.


Mr. Orisich stated that the Board needs to do something because the GIS community is practicing surveying and establishing boundary lines and are not licensed.  Barry Hoyle stated that MSS is reaching out to the GIS community to get feedback on licensure.  He further noted that MSS has formed a relationship with MDGIS.

STATUS OF CPC REGULATIONS


Ms. Edwards reported that the proposed regulations will be published in the November 18th issue of the Maryland Register and become effective in January.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to elect Mr. Ocker as Vice-Chairman.  He agreed to accept this position.
OTHER BUSINESS

William Farand appeared before the Board to ask the Board about the status of requiring a 4-year degree for licensure.  Mr. Orisich stated that approximately 30 states require some degree of education in order to take the surveying exam.  In Florida, surveying is not considered to be a profession because it does not require a degree for licensure.  This issue is on NCEES' agenda.
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APPLICATION FOR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

1.  Land Solutions - approved.

APPLICATIONS FOR CORPORATION

1.  Landesign, Inc. - approved.

2.  Landmark Engineering, Inc. - approved.

APPLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY RECIPROCITY

1.  Raymond C. Rase - approved.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (IV) for approval was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (V) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Lavelle to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m.

______ With Corrections

__X___ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, November 2, 2011.
