MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:                November 2, 2011

TIME:                 10:00 A.M.

PLACE:              500 N. Calvert Street

                           Room 308

                           Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:         John Mettee, Chairman

                           Thomas Orisich

                           Daniel Lavelle

                           John Jensen



     Donald Ocker

OTHERS 

PRESENT:        Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                          Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                          Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                          Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                          Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

CALL TO ORDER


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:25 a.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2011 meeting as written.
MINUTES - LAND SURVEYORS

November 2, 2011

Page Two

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

#08-LS-06 - Hearing held October 13, 2011, waiting for decision from ALJ.
#10-LS-14 - Send to investigator.
#11-LS-02 - Investigator's report received.  Under review.
#11-LS-13 - Awaiting response from respondent.
#12-LS-04 - Hearing scheduled for December 7th.
#12-LS-05 - 20 day response letter sent to respondent.

Motion (II) was Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.


Mr. Mettee, Chairman appointed John Jensen to the complaint committee to replace Joan Dunne.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Board received a memo from Jerry Carter regarding review and appointment of Associate and Emeritus Members.  The Board found changes and corrections that needed to be made to the list that was attached.


The Board received a memo from James Purcell regarding nominations for 2011-2012 NCEES Northeast Zone Distinguished Service Awards.  The Board found this to be informational and had no one to nominate at this time.


The Board received an e-mail from Mr. Wayne Aubertin regarding the Board's position on 3D Laser Scanning.  The Board stated that the issue of 3D laser scanning is akin to the issue of photogrammetry that the Board has been discussing on both the State and National levels.  The Board noted that the relevant question is not just the equipment itself, but more importantly the purpose of the product produced by the equipment.

The Board stated that when the scanning is used and as a result, statements of positional tolerances and accuracy as related to boundaries are reported, then certainly the product that results from the use of the equipment constitutes practice of land surveying and falls within the exclusive scope of practice of surveyor's license.  If however, the product that results from the 3D laser scanning is used for other purposes, then it is quite likely that it does not fall within such exclusive practice of license.
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SEVERN RIVER COMMISSION


Ms. Edwards reported that she received a letter from Lina Vlavianos, Chairman of the Severn River Commission.  Chairman of the PE Board Howard Harclerode, John Mettee, and Ms. Pam Edwards met with the Severn River Commission on August 4, 2011 to discuss their concern that statutory contradictions currently govern the scope of practice of landscape architects and professional land surveyors.


The letter from Ms. Vlavianos stated that all three guests stressed that, in their view, the education and training of landscape architects does not fundamentally differ from that of engineers where stormwater management practices are concerned.  The Board would like to state that it is not someone's view point, but it is a fact of law.


Ms. Vlavianos noted in her letter that information on the specific training and education for land surveyors and landscape architects in comparison to professional engineers was to be furnished to the commission.  Ms. Edwards stated that she is currently working on compiling that info.
NEW BUSINESS

Letter from Cindy Baxter


John Mettee reported that he received a letter from Cindy Baxter, MSS Vice President and chair of the degree committee.  She wanted to talk to him about the 4-year degree issue.  Mr. Mettee stated that he talked with her and informed her that the Board has not taken a position or put forth legislation for 2012 on requiring a 4-year degree for licensure.


Mr. Mettee stated that he told her that land surveying is not being recognized as a profession in some jurisdictions because a degree is not required for licensure.  This has become an issue now because of an article on this topic that appeared in NCEES' newsletter, "Licensure Exchange".
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Report from Mr. Orisich


Mr. Orisich reported that the FS-PAKS study has been completed.  The computerized exam has been developed based on the results of the PAKS survey and on the model law which requires a 4-year degree.  He further stated that the EPS Committee was charged with writing a white paper on benefits of a 4 year degree being required for licensure.  NCEES is studing potential licensure of GIS and mapping professions.

He will be attending the Colonial States meeting this weekend in Richmond, Va.

OLD BUSINESS

FEMA Elevation Certificate


John Mettee stated that regarding the issue of the FEMA elevation certificate and who can sign it, he has drafted an article on this topic for the next issue of the newsletter.  He stated that parts of the form require land surveyor certification only.  Other parts allow an architect, land surveyor, or professional engineer to sign.  After the joint chairs meeting in December, he will finalize the article for the next issue of the newsletter.

Right of Way Plats


Ms. Trust noted that she sent an email to Shirley Murphy, Head of Land Acquisition Department in Baltimore County, regarding the issue of right-of-way plats being signed and sealed by professional engineers which the Board discussed last month.  Ms. Trust has not heard back from Ms. Murphy.

MINUTES - LAND SURVEYORS

November 2, 2011

Page Five

MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS


Barry Hoyle reported that MSS' degree committee was charged with investigating whether a four-year degree should be required for licensure in Maryland.  He noted that approximately 16 states require a four year degree.  MSS is working on a position paper to present to the Board with MSS' recommendations and advice on how to institute a degree program in Maryland for state licensing surveyors.  MSS wants to make sure that younger individuals have an avenue to get a license.  Mr. Orisich commented that the Board always includes MSS members in its committees when considering changes in law or regulations.
STATUS OF CPC REGULATIONS


Ms. Edwards reported that the proposed amendment to the CPC regulations will be published in the December 16, 2011 issue of the Maryland Register.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Orisich to go into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m., 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  this meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article §10-508.  The purpose of this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board reconvened the public meeting at 11:00 a.m.
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ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (IV) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m.

______ With Corrections

__X___ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, December 7, 2011.      

