MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:            
July 6, 2012

TIME:              
10:00 A.M.

PLACE:         
500 N. Calvert Street

                       
Room 308

                        
Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:      
John Mettee, Chairman

                        
Donald Ocker

                        
John Jensen

                       
Daniel Lavelle

                       
Thomas Orisich




Brian Dunne

OTHERS

PRESENT:      
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Michael L. Miller, Assistant Executive Director

                        
Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General


           
Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

           
           Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

CALL TO ORDER


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBER AND ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Brian Dunne, recently appointed consumer member, and Michael L. Miller, the new Assistant Executive Director, were introduced.  The Board welcomed them.
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Motion (I) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2012 meeting as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE


08-LS-06 - Consent order signed.  License suspended for 30 days.

10-LS-14 - More information needed.


11-LS-12 - Contract dispute.  No violation of MSP.  Close.

12-LS-06 - No response.  Send to AAG to prepare charge letter.  

Motion (II) was made by Dan Lavelle, seconded by John Jensen and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.

CORRESPONDENCE

Baltimore City Contract


Ms. Edwards stated that she contacted John P. Berrettini to obtain a copy of the Baltimore City contract solicitation which the Board discussed at the June meeting.  Mr. Berrettini sent two pages from the solicitation which contained a description of the work to be done.  The work as described falls under the definition of surveying, but the RFP does not state that a licensed surveyor must perform the work.  It was noted that the contract has subsequently been awarded.  

Ms. Trust stated that more information is needed by the Board since it is not known if the company that was awarded contract has a licensee on staff.  Board staff will try to obtain a copy of the entire solicitation.  
NEW BUSINESS
SHA right-of-way plats


John Mettee stated that it appears that SHA in its review of right of way plats is addressing how surveys are done.  John Mettee recently heard from a surveyor who was questioned by SHA on how the right of way plat was done.  They are telling the surveyor how and what the coordinates are based on computer data.  The surveyor feels as if he is not in responsible charge of his own work and is essentially working under the direct supervision of SHA.   
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John Mettee stated that he feels SHA may have crossed the line.  The Board decided to send a letter to Pattianne Smith, head of SHA Plats and Survey Division, inviting her to attend the August meeting to discuss this issue.
Joint Chairs Meeting


John Mettee stated that he attended the Joint Chairs meeting on June 27, 2012.  The firm permit legislation for surveyors, architects, and landscape architects will be submitted as a combined bill.  The PE board is trying to get their firm permit bill in separately this year.  The bill relating to exam issues for engineers and surveyors will be combined as well.  

John Mettee stated that the special fund will break even for fiscal year 2012.  There is a $240,000 surplus but the chairs will need to keep eye on the balance.

John Mettee stated that the joint chairs discussed the issue of having an electronic board room and were asked to take the matter back to their respective boards for input.  The Board asked Ms. Edwards to find out what other states are doing.  


OTHER BUSINESS

Don Ocker stated that the board's letter to the counties regarding stormwater management was discussed at the county board meeting and was circulated throughout the county.

Dan Lavelle stated that the latest issue of the Yellow Pages in Frederick County includes an advertisement for Wilbur Ford whose license was revoked by the Board several years ago.  This led to a discussion of how ads are placed in the Yellow Pages.  Mr. Miller will check into this.

Ms. Edwards stated that interviews for the Investigator vacancy will be conducted very soon.  Mike Miller is heading up the interview panel.
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS


Barry Hoyle stated that recently he spoke to an individual who had obtained a paper exam application from the Board office.  The application is of very poor quality.  Ms. Edwards stated that the application is currently being revised.
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APPLICATION FOR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
1.  Land & Mapping Services, LLC - approved.


Following a review of the above application by a minimum of two board members, a motion (III) for approval was made by Mr. Mettee, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (IV) was made by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Ocker and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 a.m.
___X____With Corrections

_______ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, August 1, 2012.

CORRECTIONS TO THE MINUTES OF JULY 6, 2012

Page Two, Under New Business, SHA right-of-way-plats, first paragraph, should read:  John Mettee stated that it appears that SHA in its review of right of way plats is addressing more than presentation and how surveys are performed.  John Mettee recently heard from a surveyor who was questioned by SHA on how the right of way plat was prepared.  They are telling the surveyor what coordinates to use for a baseline that are based on nothing more than computer data and not a field run survey.  The surveyor feels as if he is not is responsible charge of his own work and is essentially working under the direct supervision of SHA.


