MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:             February 1, 2012

TIME:              10:00 A.M.

PLACE:            500 N. Calvert Street

                         Room 308

                         Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:       John Mettee, Chairman

                         Thomas Orisich

                         Daniel Lavelle

                         John Jensen

                         Donald Ocker

OTHERS

PRESENT:       Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                         Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                         Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                         Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                         Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

CALL TO ORDER 


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.
MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2012 meeting as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE
#08-LS-06 - Information received and under review by complaint committee.
#10-LS-14 - Letter sent to respondent.
#11-LS-02 - Sent to AAG's office for pre-charge review.
#11-LS-13 - Letter sent to respondent.
#12-LS-04 - Close.  Monitor through submission of CPC reports.

#12-LS-05 - Letter sent to Complainant on January 23, 2012.

#12-LS-06 - Sent to AAG's office for pre-charge review.
#12-LS-07 - Send cease and desist letter.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.

APPLICATION FOR LAND SURVEYOR-IN-TRAINING
1.  Terry P. Bagwell - approved.
APPLICATION FOR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

1.  Willbros Engineers (U.S.) LLC - approved.

APPLICATION FOR CORPORATION

1.  Geo Quest, Inc. - approved.

2.  CV, Inc. - approved.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (III) for approval was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried.
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Mettee stated that he was forwarded an email regarding Geographic Information Systems in Texas.  This company is offering 8 hours of CPC credit for a course it is presenting but the course actually is less than 1 hour in length.  This was for the Board's information.
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NEW BUSINESS


Financial Disclosure Statements - Mr. Mettee stated that he received an email reminder that April 30th is the deadline to submit Financial Disclosure Statements.

Electronic Signing and Sealing - Ms. Edwards stated that she was contacted by Baltimore City.  They intend to implement a policy to accept electronic seals and signatures.  Baltimore City has purchased a software system to accomplish this.  Ms. Edwards stated that this item will be placed on the agenda for the Joint Chairs meeting on March 7, 2012.  It has always been the Board's position that electronic seals are acceptable but a wet signature is required.  The Boards need input from licensees and the societies.  Mr. Orisich said he will look at the NCEES model law to see if it is addressed therein.  Mr. Mettee stated that representatives from Baltimore City should be invited to the Joint Chairs meeting.
OLD BUSINESS


Right of Way Plats - Ms. Trust noted that our calls to Baltimore County have not been returned.  She will prepare a letter to Arnold Jablon of Baltimore County for Mr. Mettee's signature to see if we can get a response from them regarding the county accepting right-of-way plats signed and sealed by professional engineers.  
HEARING ON CPC REGULATIONS

Barry Hoyle reported that MSS has no objections to the amendments to the CPC regulations.  No other people showed up for the hearing and Ms. Edwards has received no written comments.  The comment period will remain open until March 7th.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE


Ms. Trust reported that there are two pieces of legislation of interest to the Board - Special Fund and Firm Permit.  The Department of Legislative Services introduced the Special Fund bill based on their recommendations in the sunset report for the Certified Interior Designers' Board.  They recommend that the Special Fund be continued permanently.  A hearing was held in the Senate and 
Ms. Trust, Mr. Loleas, and Mr. Harclerode testified that the design boards have been responsible with use of the funds and have lowered the licensing fees and eliminated examination application fees.  


The Maryland Society of Professional Engineers introduced an amendment to the Special Fund Bill that the Special Fund should only be continued for three years because money was not used judiciously and the Professional Engineers Board is underwriting other Boards.  Ms. Trust will keep the Board posted on this.


Firm Permit Bill - Mr. Loleas has heard the MSPE will oppose the firm permit bill.  Ms. Trust stated that the bill has not been introduced yet, but she will forward a copy of the bill to the Board when she receives a copy.  

MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS REPORT


Mr. Hoyle reported that the Spring Conference will be held April 5 & 6.  He also talked about other meeting dates and advised they are posted on MSS website.  The General membership meeting will be held in March at the Engineers' Society.  It was noted that Mr. Mettee spoke with Mr. Husik about holding another item writing session at the Spring Conference.


Mr. Mettee stated that Towson University is interested in developing an internship program for surveyors.
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NCEES REPORT


Tom Orisich reported that he attended the EPS committee meeting last week.  The EPP committee meeting is scheduled for this weekend in Charlotte.  The EPS committee has approved the test specifications for FS.  He further noted that effective April 2013, the PS exam will be closed book.

Mr. Orisich reported that the NCEES Zone meeting will be held in Dover,

DE May 3-5.  Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Mettee, and unanimously carried to approve funds for Milena Trust, AAG, to attend the meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 11:00 a.m., 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  This meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508.  The purpose of this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board re-convened the public meeting at 11:45 a.m.
CASE NO. 08-LS-06


Motion (VI) was made by Dan Lavelle, seconded by Tom Orisich and unanimously carried to remand the case back to the ALJ, limit the remand order to only allow Respondent to provide testimony on mitigating circumstances as to why his license should not be revoked, and to instruct the Assistant Attorney General to pursue negotiations to settle the case with a consent order.  
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ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (VII) was made by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 NOON.
______ With Corrections

__X___ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, March 7, 2012.
