MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:                      August 1, 2012

TIME:                       10:00 a.m. 

PLACE:                    500 N. Calvert Street

                                 Room 308


                      Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:              John Mettee, Chairman




Donald Ocker

                                Brian Dunne

                                Daniel Lavelle

                                Thomas Orisich

ABSENT:                 John Jensen

OTHERS 

PRESENT:              Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Michael L. Miller, Assistant Executive Director

                                Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                                Harry Loleas, Commissioner

                                Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                                Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                                Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

                                Pattianne Smith, State Highway Administration

CALL TO ORDER


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2012 meeting with corrections.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

#08-LS-06 - Terms of the suspension were met.  Case Closed.

#10-LS-14 - Closed.  No basis for charges.

#11-LS-12 - Complaint reopened.  Letter to be sent to complainant.
#12-LS-06 - Charge letter was done.  They applied for CPC sponsorship and was 
          accepted.  Close.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Dunne and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Board received a letter from Victor Koehler of Koehler Surveying, Inc.,  requesting an opinion from the Board as to whether he can perform construction stakeout for a solar field.  Mr. Koehler is licensed in Ohio but not in Maryland.  The Board discussed this and concluded that construction staking is included in the definition of "land surveying".  Ms. Trust will prepare a draft response to him.  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE


Ms. Trust informed the Board that the Professional Engineer Board has been meeting with representatives of the professional engineering societies to receive their input for the Professional Engineer Firm Permit bill.  There are several comments made by the societies that may be applicable to the Board's firm permit bill:  (1) Extend the time frame to notify the Board of the change in the identity of the person in responsible charge from 30 days to 60 days; (2) Delete the term "direct control" and substitute with the term "control"; (3) The person in responsible charge may not be in control of more than one entity, unless the entity is an affiliate of the permit holder, and (4) The distinction is made between the "resident agent" and the "managing agent".   The Board appreciates the comments made by the engineering societies, but intends to stay with the draft that was proposed as  part of the joint package with the Board of Architects and the Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects.
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Mr. Loleas stated that the draft firm permit bill for the three boards will be submitted as currently written.  He has informed the Office of the Secretary that the Professional Engineer Board is meeting with members of the societies.  If consensus is reached on the Professional Engineer Bill, the bill for the three boards can be amended before it gets to the governor's office to include the Professional Engineer Board.
STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION RIGHT-OF-WAY-PLATS - PATTIANNE SMITH APPEARED BEFORE THE BOARD

Pattianne Smith, Assistant Chief, Plats Division, SHA, appeared at the invitation of the Board to discuss SHA's review procedure for right-of-way plats.  Chairman Mettee stated some concerns regarding preparation of the plats for SHA have been brought to the Board's attention.  There are instances where the review of plats has gone through many reviews and a lot of comments from SHA are relevant to presentation.  However, the reviewers have gone beyond how plats look and have been addressing how the plat is prepared.  The Board's concern is that if SHA is dictating that the preparation must be based on computer data supplied by SHA, then the surveyor is not in responsible charge of his/her work.  A proposal to include a note on the plans to the effect that the preparation of the plat was not based on field data gathered by surveyor but by computer data supplied by SHA was not allowed.


Ms. Smith thanked the Board for inviting her and for the opportunity to address the Board's concerns.  She explained the plat recording process, how and where to acquire plats that have been posted on plats.net and the deed recording procedures.  She noted that due to retirements, work was distributed to many individuals which may have resulted in inconsistencies in reviewing.  A dedicated reviewer is on staff now.  She stated that she would have to consult with her Division Chief regarding the responsible charge issue.  She will contact the Board when she has more information.   
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BALTIMORE CITY CONTRACT SOLICITATION

Staff was able to obtain a copy of the entire solicitation.  It was noted that the solicitation contained language stating that if the company who was awarded the contract did not have a licensed surveyor on staff, the city would provide one.
YELLOW PAGE ADS


Michael Miller, Assistant Executive Director reported to the Board 
that he checked the posted ads in the yellow pages and all surveyors except one, were licensed.  A letter will be sent to the individual regarding the advertisement. 

ELECTRONIC BOARD MEETINGS


The Board decided to table this issue until next month.  
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS REPORT

Barry Hoyle stated that the MSS Fall Conference in Ocean City, MD is scheduled for October 4 - 6, 2012.  An email blast was sent out from MSS regarding the minor engineering item writing workshop.  John Mettee stated that he has received three responses already.

Barry Hoyle reported that MSS formed an ad hoc committee to review the Minimum Standards of Practice regulations.  He distributed a compilation of MSS" suggested changes to the regulations.  After discussion of various items that need revised, John Mettee stated that he will appoint a committee to review the regulations.  The committee will consist of Milena Trust, Tom Orisich, Brian Dunne, Don Ocker and MSS members.  Barry Hoyle stated that he will send the names of the MSS representatives to the Board.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Trust brought up the impact of the computerization of the Fundamentals exam on the state specific exam.  The Board discussed the possibility of offering the exam more frequently, offering it electronically, or preparing an RFP to solicit an exam vendor to write and administer the state specific exams.  Tom Orisich stated that the issue of state specific exams will be discussed at the Surveyors forum to be held at the Annual Meeting in St. Louis in August.  
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APPLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY RECIPROCITY

1.  Aleksandar Grkovis - approved.

APPLICATION FOR LAND SURVEYOR-IN-TRAINING
1.  Solymar Arribas-Colon - approved.

APPLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY EXAMINATION

1.  John R. Beichler - approved.

2.  Edward J. Glawe - approved.

3.  Samuel T. Hutchins - approved.

4.  Gregory L. Barnes - approved.

5.  Terrence P.  Blomquist - approved.

CPC PROVIDER

1.  That CAD girl - approved.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (III) for approval was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (IV) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.
______ With Corrections

___X__ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, September 5, 2012.
