MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:            April 4, 2012

TIME:             10:00 A.M.

PLACE:          500 N. Calvert Street

                       Room 308

                       Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:     John Mettee, Chairman

                       Donald Ocker

                       Daniel Lavelle

                       Thomas Orisich

ABSENT:        John Jensen

OTHERS

PRESENT:     Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                       Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                       Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                       Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                       Barry Hoyle, Maryland Society of Surveyors

CALL TO ORDER


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

MINUTES

Motion (I) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2012 with corrections.
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CORRESPONDENCE


Ms. Trust stated that she prepared a response to Donald E. Brand's February 28, 2012 letter for the signature of John Mettee and Howard Harclerode, Chair of the Professional Engineers Board.  The letter stated that after careful review and consideration, both Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Boards are in full agreement that the preparation of right-of-way plats falls within the exclusive scope of property line and professional land surveyor's license.   Ms. Trust went on to say that the Boards would appreciate his willingness to change the policy of his office and to limit the acceptance of right-of-way plats to those competently prepared only by licensed Maryland surveyors.
HARFORD COUNTY MISUSE OF LOCATION DRAWINGS 


An email addressed to the Board was received from John Campbell informing the Board that Harford County's building permit webpage contains misinformation.  The webpage states that a person applying for a building permit may add proposed construction to a location survey and it will be acceptable as a "site plan".  Mr. Mettee will contact the Harford County permit office.


The Board received an email from John Groeger, Deputy Director of Permits and Inspections, St. Mary's County, inquiring as to whether a property line surveyor is allowed to prepare stormwater management plans and/or road grade/storm drain plans.  Mr. Lavelle stated that confusion has arisen due to the state's new stormwater management manual.  The Board agreed that according to the surveying law, a property line surveyor is not authorized to prepare stormwater management plans.  Ms. Trust suggested sending a memo to all the county permit officials.
REPORT ON JOINT CHAIRS' MEETING


Chairman Mettee stated that at the Joint Chairs meeting on March 7, representatives from Baltimore City's Department of Housing and Community Development made a presentation on an e-Plan review system called Project Dox that Baltimore City intends to implement in May 2012.  This system will only be used for building permits. Jamie Fraser, consultant for the city, offered a plan to allow documents to be received electronically that does not create a security problem or disregard the intent of the Law.  Ms. Trust informed the Board that Architects and Professional Engineers are the only boards affected at this time.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE


Ms. Trust reported that the firm permit bill failed because of opposition by the MSPE.  The Board would like to thank the Maryland Society of Surveyors for testifying in favor of the bill.  It was suggested by Ms. Trust that the Board may want to reintroduce the firm permit bill next session without the professional engineers portion.  A final draft of the bill must be submitted to the Department by July 2012.  She will re-draft the bill with the amendments.  Ms. Trust will also begin working on a bill to amend the law to accommodate computer based testing and include authority to administer state specific exams.  
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS REPORT


Barry Hoyle informed the Board that MSS was very disappointed that the firm permit bill did not pass.  He reported that the Appalachian Chapter meeting would be held tonight.  The April 5 & 6th Spring Conference would be held in Linthicum.  The Board of Directors meeting was scheduled for April 24th.  


He also reported that he participated in a roundtable discussion with several Catonsville Community College, Essex Community College and Towson University educators regarding integrating surveying into a 4-year geography and GIS degree. Within the next month or so, they will meet again for another roundtable discussion.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Orisich to go into Executive Session at 11:05 a.m., 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  This meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, §10-508.  The purpose of this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board re-convened the public meeting at 11:20 a.m.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE
#08-LS-06 - Waiting on response from respondent.

#10-LS-14 - Sent to AAG's office for pre-charge review.

#11-LS-02 - Close.  Matter resolved by court.

#11-LS-12 - Case re-opened.  Under review.
#12-LS-05 - Letter sent to complainant, waiting for comments.

#12-LS-06 - Courses were given by non-approved provider; send application. 

#12-LS-07 - Letter sent March 1, 2012.  Response received.  Under review.

#12-LS-08 - Send cease and desist letter.  

Motion (III)  was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report as submitted.

OTHER BUSINESS


Mr. Mettee informed the Board that the Item Writing Session scheduled for tomorrow at the MSS Spring Conference in Ocean City has been cancelled because no one signed up.  The Board discussed the reasons for lack of participation.  The next Item Writing Session is scheduled for the MSS Fall Conference.  Licensees will be encouraged to participate through better outreach and coordination by Board staff.  
NCEES Annual Meeting


Ms. Edwards stated that she received information from NCEES regarding the Annual Meeting including the form to designate the funded delegate.  Motion was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Ocker, and unanimously carried to designate Mr. Mettee as the Board's funded delegate and to authorize travel expenses for Ms. Trust, Board Counsel.


Mr. Mettee informed the Board that he will not be present at the May Board meeting.  Mr. Ocker will serve as acting chair.


APPLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY RECIPROCITY

1.  John F. Wade - approved.
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APPLICATION DENIALS


One application was denied because the applicant failed to demonstrate 2 years of design experience and/or 12 hours of college education.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (IV) for approval was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (V) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Ocker and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
_______ With Corrections

___X___ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, May 2, 2012.
