MINUTES
BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

DATE:                 September 29, 2011

TIME:                  1:30 P.M.

PLACE:               500 N. Calvert Street

                            Room 308

                            Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:          Christopher Schein, Chairman

                            Jean Stern-Tansey

                            Lisa Keir

                            Beatrice Scott

ABSENT:            Charles Adams

OTHERS

PRESENT:         Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                           Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                           Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary



     Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

CALL TO ORDER


Christopher Schein, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2011 meeting as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


The Complaint Committee reviewed two reinstatements and recommends they be approved.

APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION

Motion (II) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for examination.

1.  Peter T. Crawford 

2.  Brian M. J. Dane

3.  Tracee M. Johnson 

4.  Lauren Brooks Kovach 

5.  Eric R. McWilliams 

6.  Adam M. Ravestein

7.  Kate E. Poust 

8.  Nicholas A. Ries 

9.  Michael E. Strok 

APPLICATIONS FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (III) was made by Ms. Scott, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for reciprocity.

1.  Laura L. Knott

2.  John M. Slinski

3.  John M. Brock

APPLICATION DENIALS


Three applications were denied because they did not meet the requirements.
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DISCUSSION ON CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Board reviewed a letter from Courtney Galiber, President, Maryland Chapter ASLA supporting continuing education for Maryland licensed landscape architects.  The Board talked about the issue of continuing education at great length.  They are looking at other states and other national organizations to see  how many hours they require.  Continuing education credits should coincide with the bi-annual renewal.  The Board talked about possibly requiring 16 hours of CPC units which would consist of 6 hours in practice related subject, 8 hours in health, safety and welfare related subjects, and 2 hours in law and ethics subjects.  Also the Board thinks licenses should be allowed to carry forward 8 CPC units.  The Board will continue to discuss this issue at the January board meeting and has asked Ms. Edwards to contact Vernon Hustead of ASLA and invite him to attend the January meeting to discuss CPC.
NEW BUSINESS 

Report on Severn River Watershed Commission Meeting

Ms. Edwards reported that she, John Mettee, Chair of the Board for Professional Land Surveyors, and Howard Harclerode, Chair of the Professional Engineers' Board attended the meeting of the Severn River Commission on August 4, 2011.  The Joint Chairs of the Design Boards sent a letter to the Commission offering to meet with them to discuss the exclusion of land surveyors and landscape architects from their law which allows only professional engineers to prepare stormwater management plans within the Severn River Watershed.  Legislation was introduced last year to include surveyors and landscape architects in the law but it failed.

It was explained that land surveyors could give better and more attention to the smaller issues of a project rather than professional engineers who concentrate on the larger projects. 


The Commission was unsure why surveyors and landscape architects are excluded from the law.  Mr. Harclerode and Mr. Mettee explained to the Commission that surveyors and landscape architects are competent and qualified by virtue of education, experience, and examination to prepare stormwater management plans.  The Commission was impressed with the support of the Professional Engineers' Board.
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Ms. Edwards explained that the meeting concluded with the agreement that a detailed comparison of the education of engineers, landscape architects, and surveyors would be prepared by the Boards and forwarded to the Commission.  The Commission agreed to look into the reason surveyors and, specifically, landscape architects were excluded from the law.

CLARB ANNUAL MEETING


Chris Schein reported that he attended the CLARB Annual Meeting, September 15-17, 2011 in Chicago, IL.  ASLA made a presentation on continuing education.  


Mr. Schein noted that an important issue is approving providers but ensuring content is relevant and health, safety and welfare is addressed.


Also discussed at the annual meeting were the upcoming changes to the L.A.R.E. which will be fully computerized beginning in December 2012.  The exam will also be restructured to four parts.  The advantages of computerized exam are:  there is better control of the exam books, exam facilities are better, exam is offered more frequently and reporting of grades will be faster.  Mr. Schein reported that CLARB did a survey of candidates and found that the average person performs better on multiple choice sections the sooner they graduate from college and the opposite is true for the graphic portions.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Schein noted that the law with the new educational paths goes into effect October 1, 2011.

PROPOSED EXAMINATION FEES


Motion (IV)  was made by Ms. Keir, seconded by Mr. Schein and unanimously carried to propose an increase in examination fees.
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ADJOUNRMENT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m.

__X___ With Corrections

______ Without Corrections

Corrections to the minutes of September 29, 2011
Page Three, Second Paragraph, Under NEW BUSINESS,  should read:  It was explained that land surveyors could give better and more attention to the smaller project rather than professional engineers who concentrate on larger projects.

Page Three, Third Paragraph, Under NEW BUSINESS,  (at the end add this last sentence) should read:  The Commission discussed about whether the Severn River Commission's refusal to allow Landscape Architect's to sign stormwater management plans conformed with State laws. 

Signed by Christopher Schein, Chairman, January 17, 2012.

