MINUTES

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

DATE:                 January 17, 2012 

TIME:                  1:30 p.m.

PLACE:               500 N. Calvert Street

                            Room 308

                            Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:          Christopher Schein, Chairman

                            Jean Stern-Tansey

                            Lisa Keir


                 Beatrice Scott


                 Charles Adams

OTHERS

PRESENT:         Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director


                Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                           Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary


                Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                           Grace Fielder, ASLA

                           Vernon Hustead, ASLA

CALL TO ORDER


Christopher Schein, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Keir, seconded by Mr. Adams and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the September 29, 2011 with corrections.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


The Complaint Committee reviewed two reinstatements and recommends they be approved.

12-LA-01 - Offer a consent order and fine.
12-LA-02 - Send cease and desist letter.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Adams, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee's report.

CORRESPONDENCE


Ms. Edwards read a note from Stanley Botts, Commissioner, informing the Board that he is retiring as of January 24, 2012.  Commissioner Botts thanked the Board Members for their continued service to the Board and stated that it has been a pleasure working with them.
NEW BUSINESS 


The Board met with Grace Fielder and Vernon Hustead of American Society of Landscape Architects regarding Continuing Education.  It was noted that ASLA did their own research and a white paper was prepared by Ms. Fielder.  Thirty-two states require continuing education and seven do not, including Maryland.  Issues discussed were how many CEU's will be required, will CEU's be required annually or bi-annually, emeritus status, record keeping, and auditing of the CEU credits.  ASLA recommends that 16 hours be required.  


Ms. Trust informed the Board that they can not put legislation in this year because it is to late.  It was also noted that the Department will only support legislation for CEU's with outcome measures.  If the Board is interested they have about four months to work on preparing legislation because the deadline for submitting legislation to the department is June.  The ASLA will meet with their membership to discuss whether or not they are interested in CEU's with outcome measures, because that was never addressed.  The Board will re-visit this topic at the March meeting.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE


Ms. Trust reported reported that there are two pieces of legislation of interest to the Board - Special Fund and Firm Permit.  The Department of Legislative Services introduced the Special Fund bill based on the recommendations in the sunset report for the Certified Interior Designers Board.  The DLR recommended that the Special Fund be continued permanently.  

Firm Permit Bill - Ms. Trust stated that the bill has not been introduced yet, but she will forward a copy of the bill to the Board when she receives a copy.

OLD BUSINESS
Severn River Commission


Ms. Edwards informed the Board that she prepared a response to the Severn River Commission containing the information they requested at the August meeting.  She also stated that the Deputy Commissioner Harry Loleas was contacted by Delegate Cathy Vitale regarding this issue and was supplied with the same information,  

Motion (III) was made by Ms. Keir, seconded by Ms. Tansey and unanimously carried that if a bill is introduced to include landscape architects in the Severn River Watershed the Board will support it.
APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION


Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Keir, seconded by Ms. Stern-Tansey and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for examination.

1.  Bernard A. Mihm, Jr. 

2.  Justin S. Kromer
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APPLICATIONS FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Adam, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for reciprocity.

1.  Marisa N. Scalera

2.  Sally B. Holbert

ADJOURNMENT


Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Keir and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m.
______  With Corrections

__X____ Without Corrections

Signed by Christopher Schein, Chairman, March 19, 2012.
Corrections to the minutes of September 29, 2011
Page Three, Second Paragraph, Under NEW BUSINESS,  should read:  It was explained that land surveyors could give better and more attention to the smaller project rather than professional engineers who concentrate on larger projects.

Page Three, Third Paragraph, Under NEW BUSINESS,  (at the end add this last sentence) should read:  The Commission discussed about whether the Severn River Commission's refusal to allow Landscape Architect's to sign stormwater management plans conformed with State laws. 

