MARYLAND BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
September 14, 2011
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



2nd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair
Allen Clinedinst, III



Robert Gawne

Rasheed Kerriem
George Warren

ABSENT:
Fred Matusky
STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner 

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner,

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Elizabeth Trimble, Principal Counsel
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman James Johnson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the July 13, 2011, Board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
The Application Review Committee reports that there were a total of 7 applications received for review; 5 original apprentice applications were granted; 1 original apprentice application was referred for an informal conference, and 1 original journey restricted was referred for further review.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Clinedinst, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to approve the Application Review Committee report as presented.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee reports that are a total of 104 open complaint; 13 complaints are under intake review; 25 complaints are in panel review; 13 complaints are under investigation; 39 complaints are in pre-charge review; 4 complaints have been referred for criminal charges; 8 complaints are awaiting an OAH hearing; and 2 complaints are inactive pending the conclusion of litigation.    

MOTION III was made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Clinedinst and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee report.

PSI EXAMS
Report for July 2011:

	HVAC
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Journeyman Res A/C
	9 
	5
	4
	56%

	Journeyman Res Forced Air 
	8 
	3
	5
	38%

	Journeyman Res Hydronic 
	0
	
	
	

	Journeyman Res Refrig 
	2 
	0 
	2 
	0%

	Journeyman Res Vent 
	3 
	0 
	3 
	0%

	Journeyman HVACR 
	17 
	3 
	14 
	18%

	Limited HVACR Cont
	0
	
	
	

	Master HVACR Cont 
	6 
	3 
	3
	50%

	Master A/C 
	2 
	1
	1
	50%

	Master Forced Air 
	2 
	1 
	1 
	50%

	Master Hydronic 
	1 
	1 
	0 
	100%

	Master Refrig 
	1 
	1 
	0 
	100%

	Master Vent 
	0 
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	51 
	18 
	33 
	35%


NEW BUSINESS
Board Training
Elizabeth Trimble, Office of the Attorney General, and Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner conducted a training for the board members and distributed a Board Manual.  

Licensing of HVACR contractors and mechanics

Board member Clinedinst reported on a recent meeting that he attended with a national contractor where the contractor’s representative referenced the fact that individuals are routinely performing HVACR services in Maryland without first obtaining the proper license.   Following a discussion, the Board requested clarification from the Department whether members are permitted to conduct on-site investigations to determine if individuals performing HVACR services hold the proper license.  Mr. Smitson agreed to check with Deputy Commissioner Harry Loleas regarding the Department’s policy regarding board members conducting investigations.  Ms. Kinstler suggested that Susan Cherry, Chief of Litigation and counsel to the Board’s complaint committee, also be consulted regarding this issue.   .    

Prioritizing Complaints

Following a discussion regarding large contractors employing unlicensed and under-licensed mechanics, MOTION IV was made by Mr. Clinedinst, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried that the Board’s priority will be to investigate complaints involving mechanical jobs costing more than $50,000 in which the complaint alleges that individuals are performing HVACR services without holding the proper licenses. 
Ideas for Future Legislative Proposals

Board members discussed two possible legislative proposals for the 2013 legislative session:

(1) seeking special funding for the Board either individually or as a cluster with other mechanical boards; and (2) seeking civil citation authority for the Board.  
OLD BUSINESS
Tour of the North American Trade School
Board members Clinedinst, Gawne, and Kerriem toured the North American Trade School.  Overall the members reported that they were impressed with the school’s facility, equipment and staff.   Chairman Johnson asked Board members Clinedinst, Gawne, and Kerriem to form a committee to review trade schools facilities and curriculum in order to make recommendations regarding which schools should be approved by this Board and the amount of credit hours a student should receive for successfully completing certain courses.   Dr. Kerriem agreed to bring to next month’s meeting for the board’s review some materials that she received at the North American Trade School and to develop an evaluation sheet for members to use when evaluating a school.    The Board also reviewed COMAR 09.15.02.09 Training for HVACR Journeyman. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Adoption of 2012 Building Codes
The Board reviewed correspondence from Edward G. Landon, Director, Maryland Codes Administration, regarding the Maryland Building Performance Standards, Model Performance Code and adoption of the 2012 building codes.  Counsel Ms. Kinstler stated that pursuant to the the Board’s Regulations adopts by reference the International Mechanical Code. 
COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.
Adjournment

MOTION V made by Mr. Clinedinst, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 11:34 a.m.

         



Approved without corrections

           


 
Approved with corrections

James Johnson, Chairman



 

 Date
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. 
in the 3rd floor conference room at 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland.
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