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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Michael McPherson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the August 8, 2007 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Aitken, seconded by Mr. Warner, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes approve the minutes without correction.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jack Lesho, Executive Director, submitted an oral report for FY 2008.  A completed printed report and the total number of complaints was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Complaint committee reports that there are a total of 68 open complaints, 11 complaints under Intake Review, 15 complaints in pre-charge review, 7 complaints are in OAH, 9 complaint panel review, 18 complaints under investigation, 2 complaints for re-investigation and 6 complaints recommended closed.  These are the total complaints reviewed this reporting period, July 11, 2007 through September 12, 2007.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Warner, seconded by Mr. Aitken and unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee report without correction.

OLD BUSINESS
Counsel did review the agreement in comparison with the other cooperative agreements provided specifically  and H and concluded that it is mentioned that Harford County would enforce the International Mechanical Code for 2003 when the Board is in the process of adopting 2006 the Board will need to ask that this be updated to indicate the 2006 code.  Also certain chapter sections of the International Mechanical Code may not have been adopted and the Board recommends modifications to certain of those chapter sections reflected in addendum A.  There is no addendum A so it is not clear what is being referred.  It looks as if Harford County copied from the Queen Anne County Cooperative Agreement which did have an Addendum that identified what the changes are, but Harford County does not have an Addendum attached will need to be provided.  A local HVACR Board may be established by Harford County Maryland to regulate the registration and certification of HVACR providers in Harford County.  Registration and certification shall be required by certifying that a provider may provide HVACR services in Harford County.  This agreement speaks about a local board but they do not mention the word licensure.  It sounds like they would have a local Board, and maybe they would want everyone who does work in Harford County to register.  Harford County will need to take out the reference to addendum A or attach the addendum A to it, and depending upon how close the Board is to adopting the 2006 Code asked on these modifications the must decide whether to include that in the agreement or not.    Jack Lesho is asked to contact Harford County and raise these issues to make modifications to the agreement to also include in writing licensing requirements. The modifications to the agreement are as follows:  Page 2 number 2 referencing the 2003 Code; Paragraph 5 number 5 that references addendum A which is not attached; Number 6 mentions having a local Board that’s going to issue registration and certification to people.  In the Queen Anne and Howard County agreement it does not say that they apply State HVACR Code just that they will enforce a code.   Mr. Lesho is to ask Harford County what do they intend to do with the local Board and that there will not be an additional qualification, test, additional training or course for licensure, that anyone with a State license will be eligible for local license and certification.
Dual Licensure of Plumbing and HVACR Apprentices
Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, addressed the Board regarding dual licensing of plumbing and HVACR apprentices.  This issue was raised at the Plumbing Board meeting.  The Deputy Commissioner has asked to be provided with a computer printout that would show those individuals who simultaneously hold a license for both Boards.  There are 1400 persons who are currently licensed as both a plumbing and HVACR apprentice.  Theoretically any of these people can claim on the basis of somebody’s signature, at the same time, verification of experience.  Certainly the official reason that the apprentice license exists, for both Boards, is so that the individual may be in training to become journeyman.  In thinking about it, whether there is a class of people strictly to work legally and do not have any intention to obtain the license, to move up to the next level.  So the purpose for reviewing the databases and the computer printouts for the Plumbing and HVACR Board is to determine how long the apprentice license has been held by these individuals, the numbers could show that 2000 have held the apprentice license for 10 years.  The reasonable time frame for someone to be in training is 2 to 3 years.  There are issues in terms people legitimately claiming the same 40 hour work week toward journey status because otherwise they have to independently work an 80 hour week toward each profession legitimately claim the experience for both plumbing and HVACR. 

This issue is tabled for further discussion from the Plumbing Board.

Update International Mechanical Code
During the July meeting Counsel for the Board was asked to review the International Mechanical Code and prepare a report to discuss with the Board necessary modifications to COMAR 09.15.05.02 in preparation for the adoption of updated Code.  Counsel presented to the Board an update report of the International Mechanical Code and advised the Board that the first course of business would be to adopt the 2006 Code.  Motion VI was made by Mr. Aitken, seconded by Mr. Landing and unanimously carried to substitute the 2003 International Mechanical Code with 2006. 09.15.05.02 Modifications to the International Mechanical Code;
A. Chapter 1, § 101.1 of the International Mechanical Code shall be read to

include “the State of Maryland” as the name of the jurisdiction indicated there.

B. Add note to Chapter 1, §101.3 if a conflict arises as to methods of installation, maintenance, and repair under this Code the manufacturer’s operation and installation manual shall govern.
C. Sect ions Omitted.


(1) Chapter 1



(a) §103.1-4



(b) §104.1-8



(c) §105.1-4



(d) §106.1-5.3



(e) §107.1- .4



(f)  § 108.1-.7.3



(g) § 109.1-.7


(2) Chapter 9



(a)  § 902.2



(b)  § 903.1-.3



(c)  § 904.1

(d) § 906.1

(e) § 914.1-5.1

(f) § 923.1-1.1

(g) § 925.1

D. Add note to Chapter 3, § 301.11.1: Temporary repairs may not be made to a damaged heat exchanger.
Delete subsections e through H.

.03 Additional Provisions

A. Fees or penalties to be assessed under the International Mechanical Code 2006.

B. Requirements for Plans and Specifications

(1) Plans and specifications for the installation of all heating, ventilation

(a) Be approved by a licensed Maryland HVACR master, Master restricted licensed for system being installed, or Maryland license engineer.

(b)
Have affixed to them the name and license number of the Maryland HVACR master, master restricted licensed for the system being installed, or Maryland licensed professional engineer.

(2) Omitted the word “architect”

C. Permits for Temporary Installations

D. In Chapter 2,§delete the definition for “self contained equipment” and substitute with the following new definition:  “Self contained appliance” means a heating, ventilation, air conditioning or refrigeration device that is designed and manufactured:

(1) with its component parts housed within a single chassis;

(2) with a standard factory-installed electrical line cord that requires a plug-in device;

(3) with no additional external fuel source; and

(4) independent of an air-distribution system.

E. In Chapter 2, §202, Insert: Repair.  To put in good condition, fix, to renew parts, to make existing systems function.  Anything that can be made to work is repairable.  The replacement of a system or a condenser unit, air handling unit, furnace, or boiler, which are essential components of a system, shall constitute altering or remodeling not repair.

F. Add to Chapter 13 Subsection 1301.4 the following sentence at the end of the subsection: “Fill and vent piping minimum size be: fill piping – 1.5 inches; vent piping – 1.25 inches or according to the tank manufacturer’s recommendation.  All piping shall be of black steel (Schedule 40.”

NEW BUSINESS
None.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion III was made by Mr. George Landing, seconded by Mr. Matthew Warner, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 9:40 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure.  The Board reconvened into public session at 10:45 a.m.

Motion V was made by Mr. Landing, seconded by Mr. Aitken, and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.

Review of Applicants
The following applications to sit for license examinations were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Two applicants were approved to sit for the journey license examination.

Two applicants were denied to sit for the journey license examination.

One applicant was denied to sit for the journey restricted license examination.

One applicant was approved to sit for the master restricted license examination.

Three applicants were requested to provide additional information pertaining to required pre-license examination work experience.
Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Warner that all business presented be accepted.  The Motion was seconded by Mr. Aitken, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 12:30 p.m.
           (   

Approved without corrections

           
            
Approved with corrections


Michael McPherson




 
October 10, 2007



Michael McPherson, Chairman



Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2007 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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