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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors to order at 10:00 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the August 2002 meeting, MOTION I was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Landing and unanimously carried to accept the minutes as presented without corrections.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

The Complaint Committee submitted a report from August 14, 2002 through September 10, 2002, and may be amended.   The report is as follows:

FY 2003
FY 2002
FY 2001
FY 2000

Open                                     21

Inactive                                  0

Recommended                 

    Closed                              00  Closed                                    7

Total                                    28 
Open                                 23

Inactive                              0

Recommended                 

     Closed                         00

Closed                              87

Total                              110 
Open                                   00

Inactive                                0

Recommended                  

     Closed                           01

Closed                              100

Total                                101 
Open                              0

Inactive                        01

Recommended           

      Closed                 108 

Total                         109 

The Complaint Committee requested an update as to the committee appointed to investigate and report back to the Board regarding the ratio question as to how many apprentices to each journey, and how many journeymen to each master operate at most job sites and what is the standard in the industry.  Board Member, Thomas Hayes, advised the Committee that he had been appointed a committee of one to check with various union locals and private contractors to determine what the current ratios may be.  He indicated that a meeting was being set up with the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Counsel to obtain their input on the questions.  Mr. Hayes stated, upon completion of the review he would be making his report to the Board.

The Complaint Committee advised the Board that the Committee would be holding one informal conference on a complaint prior to the meeting next month.

A member of the Board raised a question as to the status of the complaint filed against an out-of-state contractor that had been found providing HVACR services without licensed workers.  The Committee chair advised that the particular case had been referred to the litigation counsel for a pre-charge review.  That concluded the Complaint Committee’s report.  MOTION II was made by Mr. Landing, seconded by Mr. Eggers and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS

Proposed Legislation

"Firm Permit"

Executive Director, Charles Kazlo advised the Board as to the status of joint the legislative proposal that the members had made for the registration of HVACR and plumbing companies.  A proposed Bill had been drafted by Mr. Kazlo and counsel that would provide for a "firm permit".  This would provide for mandatory registration of companies, other than a sole proprietorship, that wish to provide HVACR or plumbing services within Maryland.  The companies would be required to apply for the permit and to disclose the names and license numbers of the master or master restricted HVACR licensee responsible the HVACR work provided by the company.  The permit number and the master license number both would be required to be disclosed on advertisements, contracts and vehicles.  Mr. Kazlo indicated that under the legislative proposal, as each company filed for their permit, they would be provided with an information packet advising them of the licensing requirements for all individuals that they may use to provide or assist in providing HVACR services.  The Deputy Commissioner had advised Mr. Kazlo, that the legislative proposal for the "firm registration" had been reviewed and accepted by the Department.  It was being forwarded through to the Governor's office for consideration as Departmental legislation.

NEW BUSINESS

Fred Willig, a Departmental investigator, appeared before the Board to inquire as to the current status of what he believes has been a historic position of the Board.  Mr. Willig periodically visits the work sites of larger projects throughout Maryland to determine if the companies are following the requirements that all individuals who provide or assist in providing HVACR and/or plumbing services are license.  He stated that he had been advised in the past, that the individuals who do long runs of steel pipes between HVACR components and weld them, do not have to be licensed.  Mr. Kazlo was requested by the board members to review the prior Board minutes to determine when such position was adopted and the scope of such discussion prior thereto.  He was also requested to contact prior Board members for clarification if the prior minutes do not fully document these facts.

HVACR report of current licensees - Mr. Kazlo provided the Board with a current report reflecting the number of current licensees in each of the HVACR categories.  Since January there is an increase of 500 plus licenses of which the majority are in the apprentice category.  The January count for apprentices was 4188 and now the number is 4618.   The number in the journeyman area for January this year was 4288 and has dropped to 4230, which is evident that some may be forgetting to renew or that they have moved up a level.  There is an increase of thirty licenses in the master category. 

CORRESPONDENCE
AirOn, Inc. is a licensed heating and air conditioning company making inquiry as to whether a license is required for duct wrap insulation.  The master for the company is requesting that if a license is required to please forward an application.  Maryland Home Improvement (MHIC) licenses insulator installers. The Board requested that staff research as to what license if any has been historically required and what past practice has been followed.  A report was requested for the next meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion III was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Eggers and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:35 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be close pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) if the State Government Title.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure.  The Board reconvened into public session at 11:05 a.m.

Motion IV was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The following application to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Richard Norton approved to sit for the Journeyman examination

Steven Price approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

James Popp approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

Jeffrey Scott approved to sit for the Master examination

Sidney Franklin approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

Don Lloyd approved to sit for the Limited Contractor examination

William Postanowicz denied to sit for the Master examination

Darrell Stokes approved for the Original Apprentice

Robert Little approved for the Original Apprentice

Walter Wilcox approved for the Original Apprentice

Alfred Howard approved for the Original Apprentice

Adjournment

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Vines that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Eggers, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:35 a.m.

___________

Approved without corrections

___________

Approved with corrections

________________________________________________

_____________




Michael McPherson





Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2002 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.

