STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
October 14, 2009
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chair


Timothy Craig
Steve Heidler
James Johnson
ABSENT:
Matthew Warner

Robert Gawne
STAFF PARTICIPATING:
Stanley Botts, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional Licensing

Steve Smitson, Assistant Commissioner, Occupational and Professional Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Raquel M. Meyers, Acting Administrative Officer 
STAFF ABSENT: 
Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer
GUESTS: 
Clifton E. Savoy, Jr., Sheet Metal Workers, Local 100
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman, Larry LeDoyen, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:36 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the September 9, 2009 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Craig, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report for FY 2009.  A complete printed report and the total number of complaints was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Complaint Committee reports that there are a total of 159 open complaints, 34 (29) received complaints under intake review, 36 complaints in pre-charge review, 3 complaints in OAH, 16 complaints for panel review, 4 complaints with criminal charges, 1 complaints inactive for civil court, 2 for reinvestigation, 13 complaints under investigation, 5 complaints closed reportable, and 21 complaints closed.  These are the total complaints reviewed this reporting period, July 14, 2009 through October 9, 2009.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Craig, seconded by Mr. Johnson unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee report without correction.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Timothy Craig, Application Review Committee member, submitted an oral report of reviewed applications during the September 9, 2009 meeting.  A complete printed report and the total number of applications was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there are a total of 39 applications received for review, 30 original apprentice applications, 6 original apprentice applications referred for additional information, and 1 original journey without examination, 6 original apprentice and 1 original journey  referred for review to exam. These are the total applications reviewed.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Craig, seconded by Mr. Johnson, and unanimously carried to approve the application review committee report without correction.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. LeDoyen, Vice Chairman requested Mr. Smitson to follow-up with PSI about the 2003 Mechanical Code update.  Currently, it does not reflect the latest code; code 6 has been approved and should be updated by PSI.  Mr. LeDoyen also indicated that individuals taking the examination should be allowed to bring in their own reference material.  In the past, proctors facilitating the examination have not allowed test takers to bring in their own reference materials.  Mr. LeDoyen believes that test takers should be encouraged to bring in their own materials in lieu of using the materials given by the proctors.  

Counsel for the Board indicated test takers may use reference materials since the tests are based on code.  The board will need to get in contact with PSI, take a look at their contract and policy with regards to test takers bringing in their own reference materials to the test site.  Mr. LeDoyen requested for Mr. Smitson to follow-up with PSI regarding this matter.  Mr. Smitson agreed to comply with Mr. LeDoyen’s request and will follow-up with the board’s testing vendor, PSI again.                       
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Botts informed the board that Mr. Smitson has been in contact with BGE.  BGE was scheduled to give a presentation at today’s meeting but was rescheduled for November 10th at the request of Mr. LeDoyen, Vice Chairman.  

Mr. Johnson informed the board he will have to leave early during the November meeting due to a previously scheduled obligation.  Mr. LeDoyen, Vice Chairman reminded the board he will not be present at the meeting in November.  Mr. Heidler requested the board to note those individuals unable to attend and reminded the board that a quorum is needed in November.     
Mr. Smitson requested the board members to solicit individuals interested in filling the current board vacancy.  Currently, there are six members on the board.  The board is entitled to have seven members.  Interested parties can download and fill out an application; applications can be found on the Governor’s website.  The vacant position was once held by Mr. Bell, a consumer member.  The board is waiting for the Governor to appoint a new Chair.  Mr. Smitson will follow-up on the status of the new Chair appointee and the board’s request for two additional members.    
Counsel for the Board informed advised the board that legislation will have to approve the appointment of two additional members; a request has been submitted to the secretary’s office.  Counsel provided the board with a copy of the request pending legislature approval.  If the board is increased by two members, the total board members will change to nine members and the new quorum will be five.                     
Motion III was made by Mr. Craig, second by Mr. Johnson to amend the September 9th minutes indicating that Mr. Heidler made the motion to approve the minutes and not Mr. Johnson.  

Motion IV was made by Mr. Craig, seconded by Mr. Johnson to rescind the ceased and desist order made during the September 9th business meeting.    
INFORMAL CONFERENCE

 An applicant requested an informal conference with the Board regarding re-evaluation of an of application request for waiver of examination.  Mr. LeDoyen, Vice Chair, requested the applicant to summarize his work experience to justify his request for approval to take either the journey or master examination.  The applicant briefly summarized his professional experience and requested the Board consider to waiver examination. The applicant held an Anne Arundel County Journey Restricted, qualifications for heating, air conditioning and refrigeration) license since 1992.  He began working with his father in 1975 while attending Lincoln Tech where he graduated in 1977.  Initially he worked as an installer and was promoted to service technician in 1976 while employed with Movalco heating and Air Conditioning.   In 1992 while employed with ARS did he sit for and passed the Anne Arundel County Journey Restricted examination receiving that license.   In 005 his license expired and was not eligible for renewal unless he held a Maryland State license.  The applicant continued to attend classes provided by Carrier, Bryant, Trane, American Standard, York, Luxaire and Comformaker, remaining updated on all equipment use and receiving extensive training in oil and gas heating as geo-thermal, forced air and gravity systems and raident floor heating.  Applicant expressed to the Board that he has continued to maintain a knowledge base on new systems of the trade that he may be approved to sit for examination.

The applicant also discussed with the Board that his employers’ practices with regard to employees renewing or upgrading licenses and his lack of knowledge of eligibility for an upgraded license.  The Board members, on their own, recognized his employer to be one of the ones who had, in the past deliberately failed to encourage and actively discouraged employees from seeking upgraded licenses.

The applicant and guest were excused from public meeting in order for the board to convene into executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion V was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Craig, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:25 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review the request of the

applicant’s request for exam.  The Board reconvened into public session at 11:00 a.m.
Motion VII was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Heidler, and unanimously carried that the Board accept decisions rendered in the Executive Session.

CORRESPONDENCE  
None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None. 

Review of Applicants
The following applications to sit for license examinations were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Two applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.
One applicant was denied to sit for the master examination.

Three applicants were approved to sit for the master restricted license examination.

One applicant was denied to sit for the master restricted examination.

Five applicants were approved to sit for the journey license examination.
Three applicants were approved to sit for the journey restricted license examination.

Two applicants were denied to sit for the journey restricted license examination.

One applicant was requested to provide additional information for the master restricted license examination.

Adjournment

MOTION VII, made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Heidler and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
         


Approved without corrections

           √            
Approved with corrections


Matthew Warner


 
11/10/2009


Matthew Warner, Second Vice Chairman



  Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2009 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 2nd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.

