STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
October 8, 2003

TIME:
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Michael McPherson, Chairman


Ralph Vines

Thomas P. Hayes

George V. Landing

ABSENT:
Charles Henson


Michael Maholchic

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Gregory Safko, Commissioner



Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director






Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Roy Brown, Administrative Officer






Patricia McCray, Administrative Aide

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the September 10, 2003 meeting. MOTION I was made by Mr. Landing, seconded by Mr. Vines and unanimously carried to accept the minutes as presented.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Complaint Committee Chair, Ralph Vines, submitted a verbal report for FY 2004.  The actual printed report was not available for review.  The report is as follows and may be amended:

6 open, 19 closed, 3 pending for precharge for a total of 25 cases reviewed.

MOTION II was made by Mr. Landing, seconded by Mr. Hayes and unanimously carried to accept the complaint report.

OLD BUSINESS

International Code Review- The meeting scheduled for October 7th for review of modifications to the 2003 Code was cancelled. The meeting will be rescheduled when industry members, Thomas Hayes, Charles Henson and Michael Maholchic, Counsel, Sloane Fried Kinstler and the Executive Director, Joseph Sliwka, can meet and review the Codes.  The date will be determined after Charles Henson and Michael Maholchic have been contacted.

Course Approval - During the September Board meeting, curriculum for an apprentice course to be offered at Prince George’s Community College was submitted for review and approval.  The course instructor wants this course to be accepted as a credited training course that one may use towards obtaining a journey license.  Industry member, Thomas Hayes, contacted Angelos Baccus the instructor for the course, but was not certain what Baccus was requesting the Board to approve.  It appeared from correspondence, that Baccus expected the Board to approve the course as a qualified apprenticeship and training program for the purposes of qualifying for a journey license under Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Code, §9A-306(e).  However, the HVAC Board does not make recommendations or approval of training courses.  The Board has the authority to review a program and make a determination as to whether such training may be substituted for required experience pursuant to Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Co, §9A-302(g).  Past approval of credited programs by the Board has been determined after the school made a presentation of the program to the Board.  As discussed at the September meeting, the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council (“MATC”) conducts an independent review and may approve an apprenticeship program based on different criteria.  Such certification by the MATC is required for journey licensure without examination pursuant to Bus. Reg. Art., Ann. Code of Md., §9A-306(e).  Prince George’s Community College, or Baccus, independently, may be under a misimpression that approval by the HVACR Board could translate to  approval by the MATC.  The Board will have to forward a letter to Baccus advising him of the distinction between the Board and the MATC.  The Board will invite Angelos Baccus, or whomever is designated as a representative of Prince George’s Community College, to present to the Board the  course curriculum to allow the Board to determine what exactly the school seeks and what the Board is being asked to approve.  This is tabled until next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Introduction of the new Commissioner
Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director, introduced the new Commissioner of Occupational and Professional (“O&P”) Licensing, Gregory Safko, to the Board.  Mr. Safko has been on board for two weeks and is making an effort to sit in initially at every Board meeting that he oversees at O&P.  He is aware that each Board has its challenges and opportunities regarding vacancies, and this has been discussed with each executive director.  He realizes this has been a problem and promises he will do everything in his power to expedite the appointment process so that each Board will be able to establish a quorum.  Mr. Safko looks forward to the opportunity to work with members of the HVACR Board, and to meet with them individually to discuss some of the issues involving HVACR.

NEW LEGISLATION
Firm Permit
Requests concerning this legislation for the next assembly has already been made, and turned over to Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner. The Board requested that the Department consider its joint proposed legislation, with the State Board of Plumbing, to create a firm permit for companies, especially out-of-state firms, in order to track who the assigned master is, and when the licensed master has changed firms.  As it is now, some firms could be operating without a licensed master.  This "firm permit" will be a mechanism to allow the Board to track which contractors are associated with which firms and, where appropriate, sanction a business owner for violations, even if the individual is not licensed by the Board.  The Board also may want to look into having legislation that would require full names to appear on work tickets with HVACR registration number of the individual doing the work.   This would not only identify the licensed individual, but also alert staff if that person is working outside their scope of license.  At present, Board staff does not have the ability to track or log employees with firms, even though at initial application and renewal periods, company information is requested, the licensee may change companies multiple times within a single license term, and staff cannot accurately determine which licensee is associated with which company.  Trying to determine if licensed individuals are working outside the scope of their license, or if persons are doing work they are not licensed to do, has been a continuing problem when logging complaints.  Presenting the customer with an invoice that has a complete name and license registration number will encourage companies to hire properly licensed workers and will expedite the complaint process because workers will be more easily identified.  The "firm permit" will be in place to encourage companies to hire licensed workers and a deterrent to establishing business policies that may violate the law or applicable regulations.  With this mechanism, the Board will also hold the company responsible as well as the workers.

CORRESPONDENCE

None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Ralph Vines, seconded by Mr. Thomas Hayes and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:10 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. The Board reconvened into public session at 1:10 p.m.

Motion V was made by Mr. Landing seconded by Mr. Vines and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The following applications to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the

matters are as follows:

Three applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.

One applicant was approved to sit for the journey license examination.

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Vines that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Hayes, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 1:35 p.m.

___________

Approved without corrections

___________

Approved with corrections

________________________________________________

_____________




Michael McPherson





Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2003 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET. 

