STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:
March 13, 2002





TIME:
9:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street

 

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:   


Michael McPherson, Chairman

Ralph Vines





George V. Landing

Charles Henson

Michael Maholchic

Roger Eggers

ABSENT:

 


OTHERS  PRESENT:
Executive Director Charles P. Kazlo





Assistant Attorney Sloane Fried Kinstler





Administrative Associate Roy Brown





Administrative Aide Patricia McCray

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the March 2002 meeting.  Motion I was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Eggers and unanimously carried to accept the minutes.

Complaint Committee Report
The Complaint Committee submitted a report from February 12, 2001 through March 13, 2002.   The report is as follows:

FY 2002
FY 2001
FY 2000

Open                                 18

Inactive                               0

Recommended  Close       10

Closed                               50           

Total                                 78                   
Open                                      00

Inactive                                   0

Recommended Close             01

Closed                                  100

Total                                    101
Open                        0

Inactive                  01

Closed                 108

Total                   109


12 complaints received

07 recommended closed

Motion II was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Landing and unanimously carried to accept the report.

OLD BUSINESS

Legislative Update -  

Executive Director, Charles Kazlo, provided the members a status report of House Bill 594 and its companion bill Senate Bill 510 – State Board of HVACR Contractors - Membership.  The purpose of the Bills is to alter the number of members on the HVACR Board from seven to nine.  Authorizing the Central Maryland and national chapter of the Air-Conditioning Contractors of America to jointly nominate two master contractor members of the Board.  HB594 received an unfavorable report by the Economic Matters Committee on February 25.  SB510 had its first hearing rescheduled for March 1.

Mr. Kazlo also updated the members of House Bill 863 – Maryland Service Contracts and Consumer Products Guaranty Act.  The purpose of the Bill is to make specified provisions that apply to guaranties of consumer products applicable to service contracts; requiring service contracts to be in writing and to include specified information and terms information; authorizing the cancellation of a service contract by the person guaranteed.  This Bill had a hearing on February 28 and the Committee as of this date has made no report.

NEW BUSINESS

HVACR report of current licensees - Mr. Kazlo provided each member with a current report reflecting the number of current licensees in each of the HVACR categories.  It was pointed out that there has been a net increase of 174 licensees since January.  The total number of licensees that the Board provides licensing and regulatory oversight is now 12,408.

Report of Examinations – Mr. Kazlo provided each member a statistical sheet reflecting by different categories, the number of individuals that had tested over the past twelve months.  The total number was 76 individuals.  55 of those took the examination for the first time and 76% of those passed the examination.  21 individuals took a re-examination and 57% of those passed the examination. Mr. Kazlo issued an invitation to the industry Board members.  He offered to arrange for any member to take any of the examinations at a test center.  This would allow them to see first hand as to the testing procedures and quality of the test questions

Review of Examination Test Bank - At Mr. Kazlo’s request the Chair appointed Board members Roger Eggers, Thomas Hayes, and Charles Henson to meet prior to the monthly meeting to review the test bank of examination questions.  The purpose of the review will be to select those questions, which are considered appropriate for the Journey Restricted in the areas of heating and air conditioning.  

Board member, Charles Henson, presented a request from Michael Cirillo, business manager for the Sheet Metal Workers' Union Local 100.  Mr. Cirillo had requested that the Board give consideration for a waiver of the journeyman examination to all individuals, who have successfully completed an approved apprenticeship-training program, regardless of the length of time since completion.  Current regulation states that for an applicant to request a waiver of the journey examination, they must do so within two (2) years of completing their apprenticeship-training program.

Mr. Cirillo requested a response on behalf of applicant Michael Ball who completed the Apprenticeship Program in May 1995.  The request for license without examination was denied.  Applicant Mr. Chris Pukacz completed the Apprenticeship Program September 2000.  The request for license without examination was granted, because applicant is within the two-year window of opportunity.   Counsel for the Board was requested to forward a written response addressing Mr. Cirillo's inquiries.

Correspondence
Senator Jean W. Roesser of Montgomery County requested a response to a letter she had received from a constituent regarding liability insurance requirements for HVAC licensees.  The complaint involved an accident that occurred in the home of a constituent of the Senator.  During the installation of a gas furnace it is alleged that, Mercury was spilled and tracked through out the house. The insurance company refuses to pay for the replacement cost of two oriental rugs since they considered it a hazardous material spill.  Sen. Rosser is asking advice as to the liability and property insurance requirements for HVAC contractors to be licensed in Maryland, and if the insurance company's basis for refusal to pay is an acceptable exclusion. Mr. Dennis Gring agreed to make a response in writing to Sen. Rosser.

News Article: “There Oughta Be a Law”  

Mr. Kazlo presented the members with a copy of an HVACR article entitled “There Oughta Be a Law”.  The article pointed out the possible carbon monoxide hazard that could occur if a heating system were not correctly installed or serviced. He suggested that the Board might wish to give consideration to proposing a draft regulation that would require an HVACR licensee to provide specific advice to a homeowner when replacing or repairing a heating system.  After discussion Mr. McPherson requested that counsel and staff provide a possible regulation that would require a licensee to advise a homeowner of the need for a working carbon monoxide detector in their homes.

Counsel's Report
None.

Executive Session

Motion III was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 9:55 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) of the State Government Title.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure.  

The meeting reconvened to business session at 10:59 a.m.

Review of Applicants

Challenges of the Master's examination made by test applicants were presented to the Board.  Chairman McPherson requested volunteers to form a committee to review the test questions challenged, and make a decision based on responses to test questions.  Mr. Eggers and Mr. Maholchic agreed to serve on the committee.

The following applications were reviewed during executive session and the disposition of the matters are as follows:

John Tindale was approved to sit for the HVACR Journeyman's examination.

Timothy J. Smith was approved to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Emerito P. Meneses was approved to sit for the HVACR Limited Contractor examination.

Ronald Howard was denied to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Gerald Romandino's request was denied to apply for the HVACR Master examination.

Thomas P. Delahanty was denied to sit for the HVACR Master Restricted examination.

Steven Rebechi's request was denied to apply for the HVACR Master examination.

Terence Jenkins' request was denied to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Tarsem Sangh was denied for the HVACR Journeyman examination.

Glenn D. Brumwell was denied to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Mark E. Bowen was denied to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Warren P. Brooks was denied to sit for the HVACR Master examination.

Motion VII was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Hayes, and unanimously carried that the Board accept the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Adjournment

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Vines that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Maholchic, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:30 a.m.

____
Approved without corrections

  X   
Approved with corrections

______________________________________________________           ____________

                   Michael McPherson, Chairman




Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2002 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
