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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors to order at 9:40 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the May 2002 meeting, MOTION I was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Eggers and unanimously carried to accept the minutes as presented without corrections.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

The Complaint Committee submitted a report from May 8, 2002 through June 11, 2002.  The report is as follows:

FY 2002
FY 2002
FY 2000

Open                                        26

Inactive                                      0

Recommended Closed             05

Closed                                      72

Total                                      103 
Open                                               00

Inactive                                             0

Recommended Closed                    01

Closed                                          100

Total                                            101 
Open                                       0

Inactive                                 01

Recommended Closed        108

Total                                   109 

12 complaints received

6 recommended closed

The Complaint Committee also took up an issue regarding duct cleaning based on letters received from a licensee.  The committee is researching the information in the advertisement to entertain whether or not individuals responding to the service of the licensee that may be taken up also at the next meeting.  That concludes the Complaint Committee’s report.

MOTION II was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Maholchic and unanimously carried to accept the report.

INFORMAL CONFERENCES

Walter Rodney Engrum appeared before the Board seeking approval by the Board to sit for the  HVACR Master Restricted license examination.  Mr. Engrum started in the trade fifteen years ago at Sheet Metals Associates, a business owned by his father, where he started out doing ductwork and then eventually worked with other companies.  He picked up trouble shooting and then began attending various schools one that is Lincoln Tech where he was unable to complete because of the expense.  However, being still interested in heating he chose to attend NAPE, and is currently enrolled there, and presented certificates of completion of classes taken.  Mr. Engrum possesses a Virginia Master Mechanic’s license, a third grade license and is working toward obtaining his D.C. third grade license.  He will continue his educational process.  The HVACR Maryland Master as well as Maryland Home Improvement (MHIC) licenses are also what he wants to achieve.  Board member, Mr. Henson requested to see a copy of the applicant’s Virginia license for review by the Board.  The applicant presented the license at that time.  Board member, Mr. Vines asked the applicant if he was performing work in Maryland at present, applicant’s response was yes.  Board member Mr. Eggers asked the applicant to verify which license he actually held, was it Master Mechanic or Master HVAC.  The applicant affirmed that he holds a Master HVAC for Virginia.  Requirements to obtain a Virginia license involves having at least ten (10) years’ experience as well as completing the application to sit for the written test.  The Board will take the applicant’s request under consideration.

Ezio Steven Rebechi appeared before the Board and is seeking approval to sit for the HVACR Master license examination.  Mr. Rebechi is currently employed with Bell BCI Company as a Divisional Manager for the HVAC department.  His duties include supervising the superintendent and foreman for each project.  The applicant stated that the documentation presented for Board review supports his experience in the mechanical industry.  Mr. Rebechi has worked for a mechanical contract since 1979 under the supervision of a licensed Master for thirteen years, and had no intention initially to apply for a higher level license.  The applicant was unaware that the grandfather clause was in effect in 1994 and so did not take advantage of that option.  Presently the applicant is exploring the possibility of starting his own business and that is the reason for pursuing the Master license.  The applicant was employed with Scruggs Heating and Fuel Company from 1982 through 1986 and has since.  Scruggs Heating and Fuel Company has since gone out of business.  Board member, Mr. Hayes acknowledged that Scruggs was one of the first contractors in the state of Maryland and that the company also held HVAC license in Anne Arundel County.  The applicant works primarily in Maryland, Northern Virginia and the D.C. area and does not possess a Journeyman license and believes himself qualified to sit for the Master license examination.  The Board will take the applicant’s request under advisement.

Gerald Romandino requests that the Board approve him to sit for the Master Restricted license examination, and is currently employed with Bell BCI Company supervising field operations.  The applicant has been in the HVAC business since 1976 outside the state of Maryland and never took the test required to be licensed in Maryland because he was in and out of the state since 1997 continuously as well as not being informed that a license was required by the state of Maryland.  Board member, Mr. Vines asked for clarification concerning the applicant’s full time residency since 1997, and was he performing HVAC work for the past five-years without license.  Mr. Romandino explained that he has held the position of supervisor or served in a number of management positions, and not actually performing the work for the past five-years.  Board member, Mr. Eggers asked if the applicant ever entered in or completed an Apprenticeship program.  The applicant replied that he had finished training in the trade from 1976 to 1981 and now holds an engineering degree.  He also stated that he holds certification from ADC, but had not submitted a copy of said degree at the time of his appearance before the Board.  The Board will take the applicant’s request into consideration in making their decision.

OLD BUSINESS

Servicing of Oil Burners

Discussion begun at the last meeting was continued on the question as to the need for individuals, who service an entire oil burner heating system, to hold an HVACR license.  The discussion centered on the questions of what makes up an "oil burner".  The Board reviewed a service contract from an oil company and found that the servicing outlined provided for the technician to either repair or replace all of the different components that make up an oil burning heating system.  Does the exception in the current law allow only for the individual to work only on the specific "oil burner component" or the entire system?  The consensus was that the exception for less than the entire system.  The members wish to establish line as to what point in the heating system, an unlicensed fuel oil employee may provide service, and where an HVACR licensed person would be required.  The membership requested that staff inquire of the major fuel oil companies to determine the number of HVACR licensees they employ, and to determine the work they consider requiring an HVACR licensee rather than using an unlicensed furl oil employee.  Motion III was made by Mr. Vines seconded by Mr. Eggers and unanimously carried to table for further discussion until staff has completed an informal survey.

Legislative Proposal
Mr. Kazlo advised the Board, that based upon the members' discussion at the May meeting, a legislative proposal was drafted and submitted to the Department for consideration on behalf of both the HVACR Board and the Plumbing Board.  He also advised the Board in order for the proposal to possibly become a reality; it would need the support of all of the trade organizations that made up the HVACR and plumbing industries.  The proposed purpose of the concept to provide for the registration of all companies providing HVACR or Plumbing services in Maryland.  It would allow members of the public to be able to contact the State and obtain information regarding a company, which they may wish to engage to provide services in their residence.  The proposal would also prevent companies from coming into Maryland to provide services without having the necessary individuals licensed and under the direction and supervision of a  Maryland licensed master.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Kazlo presented to the Board a letter of inquiry from a contractor who was informed by a State inspector that a HVAC license is required to run pipe in doing renovation that ties into the heating system.  The contractor states that he is a licensed plumber and is not performing HVAC work but only installing a hydronic water line to the boiler and the chill water line to the chiller.    Mr. Kazlo stated that a Master Plumber is by statute allowed to provide hydronic work, and does not need a HVAC license.   An individual possessing a Master Plumber’s license is allotted to provide heating, ventilation, air conditioning or refrigeration services on hydronic heating systems.  The Board agreed that and requested that a response be forwarded in writing that the license held is sufficient and accepted by the Board at this time.

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel reviewed with the Board the appeal o f Robert Allen to the Court of Appeals on a complaint case that had resulted in a ten-day suspension being imposed.  His attorney and counsel are negotiating a possible settlement of the matter to prevent the need for any further appeals.  The case had earlier been appealed by Mr. Allen to the Circuit Court and an unfavorable decision was rendered against Mr. Allen at that venue.  It was Mr. Allen's contention is that at that time, his workers were exempt from licensing since he had considered a furnace and its components to be an appliance rather than a heating system..

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Landing and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:30 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be close pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) if the State Government Title.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure.

Motion V was made by Mr. Vines, seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The following application to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Walter Rodney Engrum approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

Ezio Steven Rebechi approved to sit for the Master examination

Willie James Loynes approved to sit for the Master examination

Ricky Lee Kann approved to sit for the Master examination

Donald Wayne Strout  approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

Jay E. Peters approved to sit for the Master Restricted examination

Wilson T. Davis approved to sit for the Master examination

Robert Wayne Pearman approved to sit for the Master examination

Robert Paul Holcomb approved to sit for the Master examination

Andrew J. Welker approved to sit for the Journeyman examination

Theodore J. Evans approved to sit for the Journeyman examination

Steven Kelser approved to sit for the Journeyman examination

Marc Jason Miller approved to sit for the Journeyman examination

Gerald Romandino more documentation requested

Ronald James Boaze denied to sit for the Master examination

Michael Peter Nasiatka denied to sit for the limited Contractor examination

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman McPherson acknowledged the presence of two members from ACCA during public meeting.   During the last session of the General Assembly members of ACCA requested the expansion of the HVACR Board to include members from their organization membership.  The legislature did not entertain that request.  An invitation was forwarded to ACCA informing them that the meetings were public and that they were welcome to come in and observe public meeting.

Adjournment

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Vines that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Eggers, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 10:50 a.m.

___________

Approved without corrections

___________

Approved with corrections

________________________________________________

_____________




Michael McPherson





Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.

