STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
July 14, 2004

TIME:
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Michael McPherson, Chairman

Charles Henson

Matthew M. Warner

Timothy Craig
ABSENT:
Thomas P. Hayes

Michael Maholchic


George V. Landing

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director






Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Roy Brown, Administrative Officer






Patricia McCray, Administrative Aide

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Michael McPherson, called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the June 9, 2004 meeting. MOTION I was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to accept the minutes as presented with correction.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Sliwka submitted an oral report for FY 2005.  Mr. Hayes, Complaint Committee Chair, was present only during the Complaint Committee meeting.  A completed printed report was not available for review.  The report is as follows and may be amended: 46 open, 9 new complaints, 96 closed, 20 recommended closed, and a total of 96 complaints for this reporting period, June 10, 2004 through July 14, 2004.

MOTION II was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to accept the complaint report.

INFORMAL CONFERENCE
An applicant, not currently licensed in the State of Maryland, requested approval to sit for the master license examination.  He was denied during the regularly scheduled April 2004 Board meeting.  The applicant has been providing HVACR services since November 1983, mostly abroad, and states that he was not aware of the requirements of licensing until recently when he inquired about obtaining a master license. The Board decision made during the April meeting was based upon the applicant not holding a current journey license and the applicant’s employer not holding the required master license.  Additional written information provided to the Board for consideration included a letter from a Limited licensed contractor.  The written reference stated that the applicant has been working for a Medical Center since 1995, and has performed master level HVACR services based on his previous work experience.

The Board will take the applicant's request under advisement.

An applicant submitted a journey restricted license application in April 2004 for Board review and was denied because the applicant does not hold a license from the State of Maryland.  The applicant has been providing HVACR services since 1987.  A letter from the applicant's employer states that he has been working as a technician since November 2000, repairing and installing walk-in refrigerators, walk-in freezers, ice machines and all types of refrigeration equipment and well as commercial cooking equipment. The applicant does hold a CFC license.  The employer never required or requested that the applicant hold a State of Maryland HVACR license.

The Board will take the applicant's request under advisement. 

An applicant submitted a master restricted application in October 2003; the application was reviewed by the Board in March 2004 and was denied because the applicant had not provided documentation of 6 years of work experience, per option 4 on the application "applying based upon prior qualifying work experience, completion of approved courses of formal study, or formal HVACR teaching experience.  6 years of approved experience is needed for a master or master restricted, and 5 years of approved work experience for limited."   The applicant does not currently hold a State of Maryland HVACR license as either a journey or limited contractor.  The applicant has been in the HVACR industry since 1978.  Currently, the applicant holds a State of Virginia master license and was employed from 1993 until 2003 as a manager of the product line for Airco.  The applicant provided additional information showing certification as Certified Mold Remediator (CMR) related to indoor environmental issues and a letter from an employer outlining the applicant's work experience as a gas furnace and air conditioning installer for a 350-apartment unit.

The Board will take the applicant's request under advisement. 

An applicant submitted a request to be approved to sit for the master restricted exam and the application was reviewed during the June 2004 Board meeting.  The Board denied this request because there was not established documentation to show work experience at the journeyman level and a licensed contractor had not signed the application.   The applicant does not hold a current State of Maryland license as required under Business Regulation Article, Title 9A.  The applicant has been in business for the past 15 years providing HVACR services for an apartment complex installing air conditioners and refrigerant/chiller units.  The applicant is a licensed second grade engineer, and is CFC certified and currently employed by Southern Management, and did not provide any additional information for Board review.

The Board will take the applicant's request under advisement. 

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of application approval.
The Board is in agreement to schedule a work group apart from the regularly scheduled Board meeting, in order to clarify the guidelines and requirements for applying for State of Maryland HVACR licenses.  This will not be considered a regular Board business meeting. No discussion of any other Board business will be addressed.  If a quorum is present, notice of the meeting will be published and the meeting will be open to the public. 
CORRESPONDENCE

None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion II was made by Mr. Charles Henson, seconded by Mr. Timothy Craig and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:30 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. The Board reconvened into public session at 11:15 a.m.

Motion IV was made by Mr. Craig seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The following applications to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the

matters are as follows:

One applicant was approved to sit for the master license examination.

Four applicants were approved to sit for the master restricted license examination

Ten applicants were approved to sit for the journey license examination.

Three applicants were denied to sit for the master license examination.

Two applicants were denied to sit for the master restricted license examination.

One applicant was denied to sit for the journey license examination.

One applicant was requested to submit more information for master license examination.

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Henson that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Warner, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:30 a.m.
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IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2004 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET. 
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