STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
January 11, 2012
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
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3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair


Fred Matusky
George Warren
Robert Gawne
Allen Clinedinst, III
ABSENT:
Valencia T. Johnson

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Harry Loleas, Commissioner,





Helen Johnson, Assistant Director of MHIC








Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Gae Herzberger, Administrative Officer

GUEST:
Diane Goldberg, Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger & Hollander, LLC





Thomas Hayes, Business Agent, Local Union 486
Larry Schuyler, Building Inspector for Talbot County Government

Dale Troll, Local 486

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman James Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the December 14, 2011 board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes with amendments.
Board members requested at meeting minutes are provided to members in advance of future meetings. Mr. Loleas assured members he would have staff provide minutes in advance of meeting in the future. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
Chairman Johnson deferred the complaint committee report until the Board’s next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Loleas advised the Board that the proposal to add language to Bus. Reg. Art., §9A-310 has
been approved by the Department and forwarded to the Office of the Governor. Mr. Matusky
indicated he did not have a copy of the bill text. Ms. Kinstler provided the Board members with copies.

Mr. Clinedinst shared with board members his review of the North American Trade School curriculum in reference to approving credit to licensees for completion of that program.  Mr. Clinedinst suggested that this matter be put on the agenda for February’s meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS
Thomas Hayes, Business Director, Local 486, addressed the Board regarding the importance of enforcing the statute that requires holding license when providing services for heating, ventilation, air-conditioning and refrigeration projects.  Mr. Hayes also requested that the board’s support of legislation to strengthen the enforcement of compliance.  This would provide local jurisdiction inspectors who visit project sites of mechanical industries ensure that only appropriately licensed contractors are working on those sites providing the services, including out-of-state contractors.
The board discussed the possibility of a joint effort to strengthen the industries, with the Board of Plumbing, Board of HVACR Contractors, the Prevailing Wage Unit, and the Apprenticeship and Training Counsel discussing ways to work together.  
Mr. Loleas advised the board that the department leaders meet each Friday and that he is willing to present any requests made by this Board at one of those meetings, as part of the process for addressing suggestions or concerns.

Legislative Update
Counsel Kinstler advised the Board that the proposed legislation was approved by the office of the Governor for introduction into the 2012 General Assembly. This bill would amend the board’s statute by giving it authority to discipline individuals who are supervising work crews and who have failed to adequately train and control individuals working on a project that requires being properly licensed. 

Inquiry from Building Inspector
Mr. Schuyler, inspector from Talbot County addressed the Board regarding adopting the 2012 Code, resolving complaints, the State Mechanical Code.

2012 Code: 
Ms. Kinstler reminded board members that it should consider updating its Mechanical Code adoption. Mr. Loleas discussed the 2012 International Mechanical Code and a timetable for adopting the Code. The board has the authority to adopt the Maryland Mechanical Code. Ms. Kinstler suggested that the board form or the Chair designate a committee to review the 2012 Code, to consist of three industry members, who will be responsible to go compare the 21012 Code changes to the 2003 Code and COMAR 09.15.05.01—.03 to determine the changes that have occurred and to prepare amendments to the board’s regulations pertaining to Mechanical Code modifications. The committee will present to the board results of its review and request for proposed action to update the Mechanical Code. Mr. Warren requested that Mr. Loleas notify board members when the 2012 Code books have arrived. 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
Counsel reviewed the Cooperative Agreement with the Board. 

INSPECTORS EXAMS
The Board discussed the inspector’s examination and qualifications.  The board will contact PSI Examination Service, in reference to developing an inspector’s examination specifically designed for inspectors. 

PSI EXAM STATISTICS
Below is the examination statistics summary for the month of December 2011.

December 2011

Tested


Passed


Failed

Pass%
Journeyman Res A/C

    4


     1


   3

  25%

Journeyman Res Forced Air
    8


     4


   4

  50%

Journeyman Res Hydronic
    3


     2


   1

  67%

Journeyman Res Refrig
    1


     1


   0

  100%

Journeyman Res Vent

    2


     1


   1

  50%

Journeyman HVACR

   23


    15


   8

  65%

Limited HVACR Cont
    0


     0

               0

   

Master HVACR Cont

   14


     7


   7

  50%

Master A/C


    0


     0


   0

Master Forced Air

    3


     2


   1

   67%

Master Hydronic

    0


     0


   0
Master Refrig


    1


     0


   1

    0%

Master Vent


    1      

     0


   1

    0%

TOTAL


   60


   33


  27

    55%
Below are cumulative results for 2011

Jan 2011-Dec 2011

Tested


Passed


Failed

Pass%

Journeyman Res A/C

   87


  33


  54

38%

Journeyman Res Forced Air
   56


  20


  36

36%

Journeyman Res Hydronic
   24


  11


  13

46%

Journeyman Res Refrig.
   17


  7


  10

41%

Journeyman Res Vent

   46


  14


  32

30%

Jan 2011-Dec 2011

Tested


Passed


Failed

Pass%

Journeyman HVACR

281


119


  162

42%

Limited HVACR Cont
 0


 0


   0

Master HVACR Cont

114


70


   44

61%

Master A/C


28


15


   13

54%

Master Forced Air

35


16


   19

46%

Master Hydronic

8


3


    5

38%

Master Refrigeration

9


3


    6

33%
Master Vent


28


11


    17

39%

TOTAL


733


322


    411

44%
Adjournment:
MOTION II made by Mr. Matusky seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 12:07 
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