STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
January 14, 2004

TIME:
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Michael McPherson, Chairman


Ralph Vines

Charles Henson


Michael Maholchic

Thomas P. Hayes


George V. Landing
ABSENT:


STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director






Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Roy Brown, Administrative Officer






Patricia McCray, Administrative Aide

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the December 10, 2003 meeting. MOTION I

was made by Mr. Henson, seconded by Mr. Vines and unanimously carried to accept the minutes as

presented.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Complaint Committee Chair, Ralph Vines, submitted a verbal report for FY 2004.  A completed printed report was not available for review.  The report is as follows and may be amended:

45 open, 8 received, 8 closed, and a total of 53 complaints for this fiscal period December 11 through January 14, 2004.

MOTION II was made by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Landing and unanimously carried to accept the complaint report.

INFORMAL CONFERENCE
An applicant appeared before the Board to request that he be allowed to obtain a Master license under the grandfathering provision.  The applicant currently holds a Master Plumber/Gasfitter license.  He was informed that the grandfather clause has been expired since 1994.  Information publicizing the requirement for HVACR licensure and the limited opportunity to apply for a license through grandfathering had been distributed through trade associations, local newspapers, public service announcements, etc.  The Board has been in existence for twelve years, and is satisfied that notice of the law requiring a license and the limited time frame to apply through grandfathering had been disseminated.  The applicant was advised that he would be informed of the Board’s decision regarding his application.

An applicant appeared before the Board to request re-evaluation of his application to sit for the HVACR Master examination.  The applicant currently does not hold a Maryland HVACR license.  He has provided HVACR services while enlisted in the Navy since 1992.  The applicant is employed by Frederick County Schools and states that initially neither employer required that he hold a Journey license.  However, due to job description changes and requirements for employment by the Frederick County government, employees are being encouraged to obtain a Journey license. The applicant advised the Board that he was required to report for military duty the following day and appeared before the Board only as a result of special permission from the military. If permitted to sit for the exam, he was concerned with how much time he would have in which to do so, since he had no knowledge of when his return from military service would be.  The Board assured him that if  he were granted to sit for the examination, he would be permitted to do so within a reasonable period of time after his return from military service.  The applicant was advised that he would be informed of the Board’s decision regarding his application.

An applicant appeared for an informal conference to request the Board’s reconsideration of its decision not to allow him to sit for the HVACR Master examination.  The Board's decision was based on its opinion that the applicant had failed to demonstrate the required qualifications through acceptable work experience, completion of approved courses of formal study or formal HVACR teaching experience.  The applicant had also failed to document prior work performed and did not provide explain why he had not submitted a license application prior to 1996.  The applicant

currently holds a Master Plumber's license in the State of Virginia that expired in 1999 and primarily works in Virginia and D.C.  The Board informed the applicant that his request would be considered, including all information he had provided.  He was advised that he would be informed of the Board’s decision.

An applicant appeared for an informal conference to request that the Board reconsider its decision not to allow him to sit for the HVACR Master examination.  The Board's decision resulted from the applicant, at the time of application, failing to justify why he had not applied for a license prior to May 1996 as outlined required on the application form.  The applicant also had failed to provide any supporting documents verifying work experience or a copy of his Virginia license.  The applicant supported his request to be reconsidered by presenting documents showing that he received the majority of his training in the U.S. Air Force and that he obtained his Virginia Journey license through completion of an approved apprenticeship program, as shown on letter of certification from Commonwealth of Virginia.  The Board informed the applicant that they would take his request under advisement and will take all input from applicant into consideration.  He was advised that he would be informed of their decision.

Course Approval - During the September and November 2003 Board meeting, curriculum for an apprentice course to be offered at Prince George's Community College was submitted for review and approval as a training course credited toward obtaining a journey license.  At the Board’s invitation, Angelos Baccus, instructor at Prince George's County Community College for the course appeared before the Board, with Tracey Goode, Program Director for Prince George's Community College, to present the course curriculum outline.  This course is being offered as a non-credit 17-week course for three semesters (51 credit hours total) towards journey license qualification. The Board acknowledged that one year of credit is allowed toward journey license requirements from previously approved programs (e.g. Lincoln Tech, Montgomery College, etc.).  Further, the Board advised that approval for this course as an approved apprenticeship training program could only be authorized by the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council.  Mr. Baccus and Ms. Goode were given contact information and the Board recommended that they request that the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council conduct an independent review if they wished to have the course approved as an apprenticeship program based curriculum outline.  The Board will review the course work and inform Mr. Baccus of their decision.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS
Mechanical Inspector Seminar - Board members held a discussion as to the planning for an Inspector Seminar.  The last held was in October 2001 in Timonium, Maryland and had an attendance of at least 75% of inspectors from around the state.  Board members suggested that a canvass questionnaire be generated in order to get an idea for workshops or presentations that will address areas of importance and concerns that are job related for Mechanical Inspectors. This will be a combined effort with the Plumbing Board. Executive Director, Joseph Sliwka will contact Nelson Kelly, Ocean City, for ideas on topics to be addressed at the seminar. This is tabled until next meeting for further input from Board members regarding outline agenda for seminar, and the media method that will be used to get the announcement out regarding location, date, and time.

CORRESPONDENCE

None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Thomas Hayes, seconded by Mr. Ralph Vines and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:30 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. The Board reconvened into public session at 10:45 p.m.

Motion V was made by Mr. Vines seconded by Mr. Hayes and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The following applications to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the

matters are as follows:

Five applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.

Two applicants were approved to sit for the master restricted examination.

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Landing that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Vines, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:00 a.m.

___________

Approved without corrections

___________

Approved with corrections

________________________________________________

_____________




Michael McPherson





Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2004 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET. 

