STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
April 13, 2011
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



2nd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair


Fred Matusky
George Warren
Rasheed Kerriem
ABSENT:
Robert Gawne
Allen Clinedinst, III

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner
Steve Smitson, Assistant Commissioner,

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Jonathan Krasnoff, Assistant Attorney General

Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer
GUESTS:



Jeff Shryock, BGE 

Jay Lewis, BGE

Glenn Conklin, MAFC

Jerry Thorpe, GFRJJ/Honeywell

William Alban

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, James Johnson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the February 9, 2011 Board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Dr. Kerriem, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report of reviewed applications during review meeting of February 9, 2011.   The report is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there were a total of 14 applications received for review, 10 original apprentice applications, 4 applications referred for additional information, 3 original apprentice applications and 1 original reciprocal master application.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Matusky seconded by Dr. Kerriem and unanimously carried to approve the Application Review Committee report as presented.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Report deferred until May meeting.
PSI
Report for February 9, 2011:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	51
	20
	31
	39%


Report for March 9, 2011:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	75
	31
	44
	41%


OLD BUSINESS
Consideration of Final Action on Proposed Regulation
Motion VII was made by Mr. Matusky seconded by Mr. Warren and unanimously carried to withdraw the proposed regulation for consideration.
Legislative Update
The following items were addressed during the past legislative session.

SB 92/HB 68 passed, which continues the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors in accordance with the provisions of the Maryland Program Evaluation Act sunset law by extending to July 1, 2023 the termination provisions relating to the statutory and regulatory authority of the Board; requiring the Board to submit a report to specified committees of the General Assembly on or before October 1, 2012.    The bill is currently awaiting the Governor’s signature.

House Bill 969, which received an unfavorable review in Committee, would have required the Department of Housing and Community Development, rather than the State Board of Plumbing and the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors, to adopt a State Plumbing Code and a State Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Code, among other changes. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Fred Matusky, seconded by Mr. George Warren, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors enter into Executive Session, at 9:45 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a) (7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel. The Board reconvened into public session at 10:25 a.m.

Motion VI was made by Mr. Matusky seconded by Dr. Kerriem and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the decisions rendered in Executive Session.

NEW BUSINESS
Shelf Life for Review Applications
Staff requested that the Board establish a time period by which applicants must respond to the Board’s request to provide additional information or documents.  Staff reported that in some cases, applicants do not respond within 90 days after receiving notice by the Board that their application is incomplete.  Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, stated that most boards set a time limit for response from 90 to 180 days.   Those boards have established a policy to send a second request for information and, if the applicant still does not respond, to send a final notice stating that the “initial application has been void because the applicant failed to provide a complete application and that the applicant shall submit a new application if she or he wishes to have an application reviewed by the Board.” 
Motion III was made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Matusky, and unanimously carried by the Board to establish a policy to send written notice to each applicant whose application lacks certain information or documentation requesting the information or documents and informing the applicant that a response is due within 60 days.  Further, if the applicant does not respond within 60 days, the Board shall send a second request for information or documents to the applicant and inform the applicant that the application file will be closed if the requested information is not received within 15 days.  If the applicant again fails to respond, the Board shall send a final notice stating that the application will not be considered due to the applicant’s failure to provide the requested information.    The applicant will be required to submit a new application.
Board Position
Motion made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Warren, and unanimously carried by the Board stating an opinion that after a review of the current statutes and regulations, that for purposes of Section 9A-103.3 of the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, an “employee of a public utility company regulated by the Public Service Commission” means an individual who receives a wage or salary from the public utility, is covered by the utility’s worker’s compensation policy, and receives other insurance from the utility, and that subcontractors are not employees.   

May meeting
Deputy Commissioner, Harry Loleas, asks that all members be in attendance at next month’s board meeting to prioritize legislation.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. Johnson asked all board members to practice due diligence in attending board meetings.
Adjournment

MOTION IV made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Warren and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

         √


Approved without corrections

           

 
Approved with corrections


James Johnson



 
May 11, 2011


James Johnson, Chairman



 

 Date
IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3rd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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