State of Maryland

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations

State Board of Foresters

October 18, 2004

Minutes

Place 

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202, 3rd Floor Conference Room

PRESENT:

Ellen  Parsons

Stephen Genua

Terry Clark

W. Allen Jones

Calvin Lubben
Wade Dorsey

OTHERS

Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director

Karen M. Riley, Administrative Aide

Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General
CALL to Order

Calvin Lubben, Chair, Called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

A Motion (I) was made by Terry Clark and seconded by Stephen Genua to accept the minutes of the July 19, 2004 meeting, with corrections.  The motion was unanimously approved.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


The Chairman had nothing to report at this time.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Everyone took the opportunity to introduce themselves to the new Board member, Mr. 

Wade Dorsey.

Executive Director Dennis Gring explained that the Board still has a vacancy for a consumer member and that he would inquire as to the procedure for obtaining a new member in a timely fashion.  It seems that members whose terms expire will be replaced first.
Motion (II) was made by Stephen Genua and seconded by Terry Clark that the Chairman forward a letter to the Commissioner requesting that a second Consumer Member, preferably from the rural community or a forest land owner, be appointed to the Board.  The letter will be addressed to Secretary Fielder with carbon copies to Commissioner Saffko and Ellen Parsons.  The current consumer member, Ellen Parsons, has already recommended two individuals.  The decision was unanimous.
Executive Director Dennis Gring performed a survey for possible reciprocity with other Forestry licensing agencies.  It seems that no one has the same requirements as Maryland; therefore, at this time we will not be able to offer reciprocity with any other agencies.  Dennis Gring will forward a copy of his findings to all board members.

A survey was also performed on the continuing education requirements for other agencies.  Again, the continuing education requirements for other agencies are different from those of Maryland.  
Executive Director Dennis Gring reported that, from November of 2003 to October 12, 2004, the number of licensed foresters dropped from 205 to 176.  Terry Clark reported that according to the National Association of Professional Forestry Schools and Colleges enrollment in forestry programs has dropped.   The college deans are also concerned that the demand for foresters has also dropped and plan to make further investigations. 
Executive Director Dennis Gring reported that the software to inform applicants of their potential licensure expiration and/or actual expiration has been acquired by the department.  A reminder letter will be sent a few days prior to expiration, and an exit interview letter will be sent once the license actually expires.  This process will give 
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some explanation to the reason for such a significant drop in applications, as previously stated.  Stephen Genua asked for a list of those who allowed their license to lapse. Since the forestry industry is so close knit, it was felt that those individuals who have allowed their licenses to lapse may be known by the current board members.  If this is the case, the board members will contact them to offer any assistance in helping them to resume licensure.  Dennis Gring will forward this list to the board members.
Executive Director Dennis Gring reported that he hopes to have a Newsletter by the next meeting, January 10, 2005.

LICENSE APPLICATION REVIEW

a. Carl Dyson – Motion (III) was made by Stephen Genua and seconded by Terry Clark that this applicant be approved for licensure.  The decision was unanimous.
b. Michael McCoy- Motion (IV) was made by Wade Dorsey and seconded by W. Allen Jones that this applicant be denied based upon the non-satisfaction of the educational requirements prescribed by law.   Reference was also made to the letter dated October 12, 2004 informing him that (1) the Conservation reviewers do not require licensure, and (2) the Forestry professionals listed in his letter will be investigated. The letter that accompanied this application will be forwarded for investigation, and each agency will be contacted by way of a letter informing them that it has been brought to the board’s attention that individuals in their companies are performing forestry without a license.  Motion (V) was made by Wade Dorsey and seconded by Terry Clark that the Rockville City Foresters, along with all other agencies mentioned in the letter from applicant Michael McCoy, be investigated to determine if the services they are performing require a licensed forester to be used.  The decision was unanimous.
c. Scott Aitkenhead – Motion (VI) was made by Terry Clark and seconded by W. Allen Jones to deny this application based on lack of experience as required by law.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

a. Lisa Treichel – In April of 2003, she met the continuing education requirements.  The board will forward a 2004 renewal application to the applicant.
b. Work experience question from Dave (last name omitted from e-mail, per sender) unlicensed individual who believes he has the educational requirements but is asking about work experience.  A letter will be forwarded to the individual informing him that the limited aspect of delineation only does not indicate to the board that the applicant is qualified to practice forestry.
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c. Continuing education credits submitted by Marc Wilson – The International 
     Society of Arboriculture is an approved organization for offering continuing       

     education credits.  
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
NEXT MEETING – JANUARY 10, 2005
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