State of Maryland

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations

State Board of Foresters

April 19, 2004

Minutes

Place 

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202,3rd Floor Conference Room

PRESENT:

Ellen  Parsons

Stephen Genua

M. Teresa Batchelor

Terry Clark

OTHERS

Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director

Karen M. Riley, Administrative Aide

Bruce L. Spizler, Legal Counsel

CALL to Order

Terry Clark, Acting Chair, Called the meeting to order at 10:22 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

A Motion (I) was made by Terry Clark and seconded by Stephen Genua to accept the minutes of the January 12, 2004 meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


The Chairman was absent from this meeting, therefore, no report was given.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Mr. Gring reported that the Legislative session had ended and no funding issues were approved.  This year there were no Legislative issues that concerned the Board of Foresters other than the funding issues that would have affected all Boards if approved.

The department plans to implement an Electronic Newsletter.  Mr. Gring asked all members to consider submitting items of interest that could be included in the newsletter.  Examples of such items include consumer news,  and Forester duties and responsibilities.

Continuing Education audit notices will now be generated on-line.  The revamping of continuing education requirements is underway and may require applicants to have at least one credit in Ethics and/or the number of continuing education credit hours may be increased from the current requirement of eight credits.

LICENSE APPLICATION REVIEW

A. Holly May – Applicant decided to withdraw her application due to relocation.

B. Scott Aitkenhead – Motion (II) was made by Stephen Genua and seconded by M. Teresa Batchelor to table further consideration of this application pending the receipt of an explanation of the applicant's experience.

C. Ronald Muir, Jr. - Motion (III) was made by Terrance Clark and seconded by Ellen Parsons to approve the licensure of this applicant.  The decision was unanimous.

D. James Fignar - Motion (IV) was made by Stephen Genua and seconded by Terrance Clark to table further consideration of this application pending the receipt of an explanation of the applicant's experience.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no complaints for this processing period.
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OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS

Executive Director Gring stated that he would make another attempt to contact Patrick Meckley, at the request of the Board, regarding a forest management plan for the Baltimore-Washington International Airport, which Mr. Meckley had received for review. The following additional information is still needed:



1.  Who authorized the plan?

2. Was the plan signed by a licensed Forester?

Mr. Gring acknowledged not having made contact with Mr. Meckley, but assured the Board that he would continue his efforts of contacting Mr. Meckley to get answers to the above questions.

Mr. Gring further stated that he would review the Grant Powell/Steve Miller file to determine how the Board previously interpreted and applied Business Occupation and Professions Article 7-502, Annotated Code of Maryland, which prohibits a person from representing to the public, by use of title such as "licensed forester" or "registered forester" that the person is authorized to practice forestry in the State.  In this manner, the Board can remain consistent in further rulings of this nature.

Mr. Gring agreed to poll other state Forestry Boards to inquire about their reciprocity requirements, continuing education guidelines,  whether or not they administer exams for licensure, and if they offer newsletters.

A special ASBORF announcement was received regarding the upcoming meeting to be held on May 10th and 11th, 2004.  Due to budget constraints, no one from the Maryland State Board of Foresters will be able to attend the annual conference.

A letter was received from the North Carolina Board of Registration for Foresters informing the Maryland Board of their Reciprocity Agreement.  They asked that the Maryland Board keep them informed of any changes in the requirements for registration in Maryland so that the two Boards can establish a reciprocity agreement.

Upon Motion (V) by Terry Clark and seconded by M. Teresa Batchelor, the meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

NEXT MEETING – JULY 19, 2004
FUTURE DATES:  OCTOBER 18, 2004
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