State of Maryland 
ELEVATOR SAFETY REVIEW BOARD
Business Meeting Minutes 
DATE:                        October 6, 2011 

TIME:                        1:30 p.m.

LOCATION:             500 N. Calvert Street

                                    2nd Floor Conference Room 

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:               Edward M. Hord, Chairman 

                                   A. Michael Warfield  

                                   Sonny Yeatman 

  

         Charles E. Meeks

                                   Rick J. Lowman

                                   Cris Mendoza

ABSENT:                  Debra D. Wylie 
VACANCIES:           One (1) position to be filled by the Governor’s Office           

STAFF PRESENT:       
Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Occupational 

and Professional Licensing  

Elizabeth Trimble, Assistant Attorney General 

Jonathan Krasnoff, Assistant Attorney General 

Craig Lowry, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Labor and Industry 

Larry Kreseski, Chief Inspector, Division of Labor and Industry

Robert McGenney, Program Manager, Divison of Labor and Industry

Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Specialist

GUEST PRESENT:        
George Boecker, IUEC Local 7    

Arthur E. Rodgers, Elevator Constructors, Local 7

David Smarte, Delaware Elevators 

Matthew Aird, Premier Lifts

Tim Blair, Premier Lifts

Chris Cromwell, Bedco Mobility

Michael Moran, Chesapeake Elevator Interiors

Jason M. Sakowski, Cablift Interiors

John Mason, Cablift Interiors

Call To Order
Ed M. Hord, Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Elevator Safety Review Board to order at 1:32 p.m.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the business meeting held on August 31, 2011 was approved without corrections.  Motion (I) was made by Mr. Warfield, seconded by Mr. Meeks, and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  

Licensing Applications

Ms. Meyers presented the Board with the elevator mechanic and elevator contractor license applications.  The Board agreed to omit background question, “Have you ever been licensed by any other State or District of Columbia?” from the elevator mechanic and elevator contractor license applications.  There were no further changes to the elevator contractors license application.  Ms. Meyers will present the Board with the final application drafts at the next meeting.                               

Applications/Qualifications Review Committee
Mr. Warfield reported that the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee met on this date, reviewed and approved 3 initial elevator mechanic license applications.  There were no applications referred for further review.  The Applications/Qualifications Review Committee reviewed and approved 1 elevator contractor license application. There were no applications referred for further review.    
Motion (II) was made by Mr. Meeks, seconded by Mr. Mendoza, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee.     

Examination Committee

Mr. Meeks reported that the Examination Committee met on this date, reviewed 48 sample test questions provided by the NAEC CET program towards the development of the boards exam.  Mr. Meeks suggested to the board that the questions on the exam be designed to test elevator mechanics and elevator renovators.  The test questions provided by the NAEC CET program includes renovator test questions.  Mr. Meeks asked the board to consider placing a bid to PSI or use questions that already exist?  Mr. Yeatman stated that 16 other states already offer the exam, which could be used as a guide.     

Mr. Loleas indicated to the board that the test must be psychometrically valid and legally defensible.  Whether or not the board decides to use a test vendor, the vendor  would provide test questions and answers to ensure the exam is fair.  The fairness is what makes a psychometrically valid exam.  The use of a testing vendor the State has dealt with in the past will be quite challenging relative to a low volume exam.   This is not inappropriate but can be tough competatively.  The board has the option to request legal to go through the procurement process or amend an existing contract.  The board can use these questions as a working copy.         

Mr. Yeatman asked whether or not other boards were allowed to review sample pre-test questions?  Mr. Loleas indicated that typically these exams are open book coded exams such as electrical and plumbing, test takers are not expected to know the entire code but have to know where to find the answer.  Mr. Meeks stated that NAEC CET program has grandfathered in 1,000 or more questions.  Mr. Warfield added that the NAEC CET program has 1,500 questions, which they pick from a test bank at random. Mr. Meeks agreed to provide the Board with more information at the next scheduled meeting.
Mr. Warfield asked whether or not there was a written requirement in the statute for elevator mechanics to become elevator renovators?  Mr. Krasnoff stated that a licensed elevator mechanic is not required to be an elevator renovator.  If the board decides to revise the provisions of §12-827, Mr. Krasnoff agreed it should not be a problem to have it written as a regulation.
Motion (III) was made by Mr. Warfield, seconded by Mr. Yeatman, and unanimously carried to accept the use of the NAEC CET program sample test questions and 16 other states existing exam questions as recommended by the Examination Review Committee.                 

Legislative Review Committee
Chairman Hord reported that the Legislative Review Committee met on this date to discuss renovator regulations, COMAR 09.35.02 and .03.  Mr. McGeeney proposed the latest changes to the renovator regulations as follows: .03 Scope of Practice, Section 02C states if the renovation is “altered” the elevator as defined by the Safety Code, then the final inspection shall be performed by the Division of Labor and Industry.  Section 02.D states that thirty days prior to completion date, the elevator renovator contractor shall request a final inspection in accordance to COMAR 09.12.81.04.  

Section 02.E states prior to putting the elevator back to service, the elevator renovator contractor shall ensure inspection is performed by an Authorized Third-Party Qualified Elevator Inspector in accordance to the Safety Code.  If renovation is determined by the third Party inspection to be “altered” as defined in the Safety Code, then the final inspection will be required as decribed in section D of this regulation.  Section 02.F states that a copy of the inspection report in sections D and E will be provided to the owner of the elevator.  Mr. Krasnoff agreed to provide the Board with a revised copy of the changes at the next meeting.                                              

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Meeks, and unanimously carried to accept the changes and recommendations by Division of Labor and Industry.                 

Board Training

Chairman Hord introduced Elizabeth Trimble, Assistant Attorney General from the Office of the Attorney General.  Ms. Trimble and Mr. Loleas conducted a training.for the Board members and distributed a Board Training Manual.  
Old Business 
There was no old business to offer at this time.  
New Business
There was no new business to offer at this time.                  

Counsel’s Report 
Mr. Krasnoff stated that he would draft the renovators regulations, COMAR 09.35.02 and .03 changes as discussed and present a copy for the board to review at the next meeting.  Upon the board’s final approval, the renovators regulations, COMAR 09.35.02 and .03 will be published in the Maryland Register for further review by the public.

Chairman’s Report
Chairman Hord reported there is no Chairman’s report to offer.    

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 1:30 p.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.    

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Motion (V) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Meeks to adjourn the meeting at 2:49 p.m.

__X___     Approved without corrections

_____        Approved with corrections

EdM. Hord




      12/01/11   
_________________________________________                  __________________

Ed M. Hord, Chairman                                                               Date

