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The May 1, 2012 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the minutes of the April 3, 2012 meeting were approved without corrections, unanimously.
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy advised that the National Conference in Philadelphia will take place on June 13 thru June 15, 2012.
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring advised the Board that the Board’s final action on fee regulations and compilation reporting language will appear in the May 4, 2012 Maryland Register.  Both regulations will take effect on June 1, 2012.

Mr. Gring reported that the Board has received 627 CPA Exam applications since October 1, 2011 when the 120/150 was implemented.  Four hundred fifteen (415) applications have been approved, 107 have been denied of the 522 applications processed to date.  The approval breakdown is 56% qualification for exam and subsequent licensing.  Forty-four percent (44%) of the candidates have qualified to take the exam only. 
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Scores from exams administered in the April/May window are expected to begin to be reported during the week of May 7, 2012 according to Mr. Gring.
Mr. Gring advised that work continues on Phase 2 of the online examination application.   The enhancements will permit applicants to access their application at any time prior to formally submitting and paying for the application and to chart the progress of their application following formal submittal.  This phase will also implement technical adjustments. It’s expected to go live online in mid-summer.

NASBA is exploring the possibility of providing its own foreign credentials evaluation service in July.  Some Boards have ceased using WES and ECE.

The Spring 2012 “Account Balance” was published and distributed yesterday, April 30, 2012. In less than 24 hours since it was distributed the newsletter has been opened by 37% of the emailing list.

CPA Certificates, in an attempt to increase turnout at the swearing in ceremonies will first be distributed to licensees at the MACPA swearing in ceremonies on June 11, 2012.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale reported that there was one (1) regular reciprocal and two (2) transfer of grade license applications approved during the period April 3, 2012 to May 1, 2012.  
There were four (4) regular reciprocal and three (3) transfer of grade license application denials as follows:
Application RD 0512-01 was denied because supporting documentation was not received by the Board.

Application RD 0512-02 was denied because supporting documentation was not received by the Board.

Application RD 0512-03 was denied because supporting documentation was not received by the Board.

Application RD 0512-04 was denied because supporting documentation was not received by the Board.

In TOG 0512-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant did not meet the requirements of COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2), which requires an applicant to have completed a three semester course in business or accounting ethics, or in the philosophy of ethics. 
In TOG 0512-02, the applicant was denied because the applicant did not meet the requirements of COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2), which requires an applicant to have completed a three semester course in business or accounting ethics, or in the philosophy of ethics; and for lacking 22 or the 150 semester credit hours that is required by §2-303 (a) (2), Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
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In TOG 0512-03, the applicant was denied because the applicant did not meet the requirements of COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2), which requires an applicant to have completed a three semester course in business or accounting ethics, or in the philosophy of ethics. 
Upon a motion (II) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report.  There were zero (0) 4/10 application approvals and 26 Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period April 3, 2012 to May 1, 2012. 
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.
Firm Permit Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Permit Report.  There were two permit applications approved: one (1) Limited Liability Corporation and one (1) Limited Liability Partnership during the period April 3, 2012 to May 1, 2012.
Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Peer Review Committee Report

In Ms. Gantnier’s absence, Mr. Gring advised that the Peer Review Oversight Committee is scheduled to meet in May.  He also advised that the procurement process for the peer review consultant is proceeding.
Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Jeter and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Peer Review Committee Report.
New Business
Upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Speciale and second by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved to request additional information from Erin D. Singshinsuk about her practice during the past 3 years prior to making a determination on her request for a waiver of the peer review requirement for license renewal. 
The Board discussed the issue of the use of certain firm names in applications for permits and names that are acceptable for the issuance of a permit.  Mr. Lawrence advised that he will review the existing law in order to determine whether the Board can address these matters by regulation or if a legislative change is required. He will report to the Board at the    
June 5, 2012 meeting.
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Interim Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing Harry Loleas greeted the members of the Board.  He announced that Ms. Erica White will be assuming the position of Deputy Commissioner on May 2, 2012. Ms. White is an attorney and has served for several years as the counsel for the House Economic Matters Committee.  This committee considers all of the legislation affecting the programs of the division.    

At 10:00 AM the Board recessed the meeting to conduct a hearing in the matter of the license denial of Ms. Cheryl Ferrara (CPA LD 1203).  The meeting resumed at 10:39 AM. 
Executive Session
At 10:39 AM, upon a motion (VII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  

It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:56 AM upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell.
Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board has received four (4) complaints and is awaiting formal responses from the licensees. 

Upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee report.
In EA-0512-01, upon a motion (X) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded Mr. Speciale, the Board denied the appeal of an applicant for candidacy for the CPA Examination due to the applicant’s lacking 2 semester credit hours of other accounting to take the exam and lacking two three semester credit hour courses in Group 2 for licensure.
In EA-0512-02, upon a motion (XI) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board approved a three (3) semester credit hour course in ethics for the exam which allows the applicant to take the exam.  

In reference to EA-0512-02, upon a motion (XII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board upheld the denial of 6.75 semester credit hours in the Group 2 Business Requirement that are required to meet the licensing requirement for education; and requests that the applicant submit documents to support the proposed group two course’s for the year the courses were taken by the applicant within 30 days.

Further, in reference to EX-0512-02, upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the staff is to request Education Credentials Evaluator, Inc. the service that evaluated the applicant’s foreign education to thoroughly describe the type and nature of 20 hours equivalent to college/university credit the applicant was awarded. 
In EX-A5012, upon a motion (XIV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board unanimously approved the application of an individual who answered “Yes” to a conduct question.
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In EX-B0512, upon a motion (XV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the extension of a Notice To Schedule (NTS) for a candidate until December 31, 2012. 
Upon a motion (XVI) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, June 5, 2012, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
___X___ Without corrections 

Elizabeth Gantnier_____________________________        Tuesday, June 05, 2012                       Acting Chairman                                                         
  Date
