STATE OF MARYLAND

BOARD OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY
MINUTES

June 05, 2012
LOCATION:


500 North Calvert Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Third Floor Conference Room 

MEMBERS 
IN ATTENDANCE:

Elizabeth Gantnier 

Mac Claxton 

Clifton B. Jeter 

Ella Pierce 

Naomi Powell 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Tim Murphy 

Raymond C. Speciale 

DLLR OFFICIALS/STAFF: 
Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director 

Linda L. Rhew, Administrative Officer 

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel 

Danyell Chase, Office Secretary II, CPA Board 

Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator 

Norbert Fenwick, CPA Consultant 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Alveita Steinwedel, MSA 

Skip Falatko, MACPA 

Shirley Buchanan, MSA 

Bobby Buchanan, MSA 

Anthony Bynum 

The June 05, 2012 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:03 AM by Acting Chairman Elizabeth Gantnier. 

Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Pierce and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the minutes of the May 1, 2012 meeting were approved without corrections, unanimously. 

Chairman’s Report 
No report. 

Executive Director’s Report 
Mr. Gring advised the Board that the Board’s final action on fee regulations and compilation reporting language went into effect on June 1, 2012. 

Mr. Gring advised that the Board is anticipating the final reporting of examination scores from the spring 2012 CPA Examination administration window. To date 46 candidates have been reported as passing the examination during this period. 
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The Board processed 142 CPA Examination applications in May. The staff continues to refine and enhance the process. The average length of time it took to process applications in 

May, from the time all required transcripts and relevant documentation was received, took 5.75 days. Mr. Gring reported that 200 CPA Examination applications were received in May. 

Education Report 
Ms. Pierce reported that there were one (1) transfer of grade and two (2) regular reciprocal license applications approved during the period May 1, 2012 to June 05, 2012. 

There were two (2) transfer of grades and zero (0) regular reciprocal license application denials as follows: 

Application TOG 0612-01 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of one (1) semester credit hour in cost accounting; two (2) semester credit hours in elective accounting courses; and one (1) semester credit hour in ethics, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. 

Application TOG 0612-02 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of 4.5 quarter hours in elective accounting courses, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. 

Upon a motion (II) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report. 

Experience Report 
Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report. There were nine (9) 4/10 application approvals and 30 Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period May 1, 2012 to June 05, 2012. 

Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report. 

Firm Permit Report 
Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Permit Report. There were eight (8) firm permit approvals and one (1) firm permit denial during the period May 1, 2012 to June 05, 2012. The following partnership permit was denied: 

In FPD0612-01, the applicant firm was denied because the firm did not provide a letter of Good Standing from the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation. 

Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report. 
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Peer Review Committee Report

Ms. Gantnier presented the Peer Review Oversight Committee Report. 

· The Committee is rethinking its functionality as Alicia Foster has retired. 

· The Committee has determined there is currently not a need for a Peer Review Consultant. 

· The Committee will meet 3 times per year including one time per year with the MACPA. 

· The Committee has scheduled its next meeting for the 1st week of August, 2012. 

Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Peer Review Committee Report. 

Old Business 
The matter of Erin D. Singshinsuk’s request for a waiver of the peer review requirement for license renewal presented at the May 1, 2012 meeting was tabled until the next business meeting. 

New Business 
Upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Pierce and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved to move the matter of Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools to August 7, 2012 Board meeting when Mr. Speciale returns. 

At 9:51 AM the Board recessed the meeting for 10 minute break and to allow Mr. Gring and Mr. Jeter to discuss complaints. The meeting resumed at 10:35 AM. 

Executive Session 
At 10:35 A.M., upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel. This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7). 

It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:56 AM upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell. 

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report. The Board received fifteen (15) new complaints: eight (8) consumer complaints and seven (7) CPE Audit failure Complaints. The Complaint Committee closed the following seven complaints (7) complaints: CPAS 12-0012, CPAS 12-0032, CPAS 12-0039, CPAS 12-0040, CPAS 12-0042, CPAS 12-0050, CPAS 12-0052, CPAS 12-0053, and CPAS 12-0065. The Complaint Committee recommended that the Board exercise its authority under COMAR 09.24.02.05 A in CPAS 12-0012 and CPAS 12-0042. 
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In CPAS12012, upon a motion (IX) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved a request for a one-time waiver of the requirement to meet the continuing professional education requirement for license renewal, pursuant to COMAR 09.24.02.05 A. 

In CPAS120042, upon a motion (X) by Ms. Pierce and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board approved a request for a one-time waiver of the requirement to meet the continuing professional education requirement for license renewal, pursuant to COMAR 09.24.02.05 A. 

Upon a motion (XI) by Ms. Powell and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee report. 

In EA-0612-01, upon a motion (XII) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously denied the appeal of an applicant for candidacy for the Uniform CPA Examination due to the applicant’s failure to complete three (3) semester credit hours of U.S. Federal Tax and three semester credit hours in ethics, pursuant to COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. 

In EA-0612-02, upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously denied the appeal of an applicant for candidacy for the Uniform CPA Examination due to the applicant’s failure to complete a three (3) semester credit hour course in U.S. Federal Tax and three semester credit hours in ethics, pursuant to COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. 

In EX-A0612, upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously denied the license reinstatement application of an applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application. 

In EX-B0612, upon a motion (XV) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board unanimously approved the extension of an examination candidate’s conditional credit for passing the Financial Accounting and Reporting section of the Uniform CPA Examination until the end of the Fall 2012 examination administration window due to a medical matter. 

Upon a motion (XVI) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Jeter, the meeting adjourned at 11:03 AM. 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, August 7, 2012, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM 
__ X___ With corrections ______ Without corrections 

_______________________________________ ____________________ Chairman Date
