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The December 6, 2011 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:10 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the minutes of the November 1, 2011 meeting were approved, unanimously.
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy did not present a Chairman’s Report
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring reported that the staff has completed most of the CPA Examination applications that were received prior to October 1, 2011.  The remaining manual applications are incomplete and awaiting additional support documentation.  The Board staff has begun approving applications filed online under the 120/150 exam/license legislation.

Mr. Gring informed the Board that on October 24th the Board, in a joint effort with other state boards of accountancy and the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA), has launched a new license search tool for consumers of CPA services.  CPAverify.org features a central database of state licensee information about Certified Public Accountants (CPAs) practicing across the nation. Maryland, as well 21 other state boards of accountancy, provides its public licensing data to NASBA to present through CPAverify.org. 
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The website is free and open to the public. In its initial launch, CPAverify.org will include licensee data for 22 states with additional states being added regularly until all 55 U.S. CPA licensing jurisdictions are included. A link to CPAverify.org appears on the Board’s website.
Mr. Gring advised the Board that a Maryland candidate has been identified as the 2010 winner of the Eli Watts Sells Award for 2010. This award is given by the AIPCA and it is for candidates that passed the examination with the highest cumulative score from all four sections of the Uniform CPA Examination.   The candidate scored 390 for all four parts of the exam.  Upon the individual’s permission, he or she will be featured in the next newsletter.

Mr. Gring reported that the specifications for the qualifications and experience required of the peer review consultant have been forwarded to the Department for further action.  

Education Report

Mr. Speciale reported that there were two (2) transfer of grades and three (3) regular reciprocal application approvals during the period November 1 through December 5, 2011.  There were two (2) regular reciprocal application denials as follows:

In RD 1211-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant did not have three (3) semester credit hours in ethics to meet the license requirement.

In RD 1211-02, the applicant withdrew the application.
Upon a motion (II) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Experience Report on behalf of Ms. Pierce.  There were six (6) 4/10 application approvals and 57 Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period November 1 through December 5, 2011.  The following 4/10 application was denied as follows:

In FTD 1211-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant did not have four years of relevant accounting experience required to qualify under the four in ten application option. 

Upon a motion (III) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.
Firm Permit Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Firm Permit Report on behalf of Mr. Claxton.  There were two (2) corporate firm approvals and two (2) Limited Liability Corporation approvals.  There was one Partnership permit denial as follows:
In FPD 1211-01, the applicant firm was denied because the firm was not in good standing with the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation.
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Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Old Business

Mr. Gring reviewed the task list of current projects underway by the Board. 
Executive Session

The Board, upon a motion (V) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, went into Executive Session at 9:23 AM in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  
At 9:41 AM, the Board returned to the regular business meeting upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Mr. Speciale.
In EX 1211-01, upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board approved the request of an applicant for accommodation under the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
Upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 9:47 AM.

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date
