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The August 07, 2012 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the minutes of the June 5, 2012 meeting were approved with corrections, unanimously.
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy introduced Assistant Attorney General Sloane Fried Kinstler, who was substituting as counsel for Assistant Attorney General Matthew Lawrence, who was out due to medical reasons. 
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring presented a report concerning the CPA Examination application process since the launch of computerized testing in 2004.  The highlights of the report include:
1. Since FY 2005, the yearly volume of applications received by the Board

has increased 132%.
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2. The yearly volume of exam section registrations increased 143%.

3. The annual number of successful exam candidates increased 229%.

4. At the end of CY 2011, the exam section pass rate (all sections) was 43.3%.

5. Half of all exam applications are processed within 5 days from the date an application is complete.

6. Ninety percent (90%) of all exam applications are processed within 30 days from the date an application is complete.

7. During the first nine months since the implementation of the 120/150 concept, 58% of exam applicants met both the examination and licensing educational requirements at the time of approval.

The NASBA annual meeting is scheduled to be held in Orlando, FL October 28-31, 2012.  He asked the Board members who are interested in attending to advise the staff by the September 2012 meeting.
Mr. Gring advised that Mr. Michael Vorgetts has been appointed Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing starting August 8, 2012.  He is expected to attend the September 11, 2012 Board Meeting.  His most recent experience is with the Maryland Department of Legislative Services.  
Education Report

Mr. Speciale reported that there were seven (7) transfer of grade and two (2) regular reciprocal license applications approved during the period June 6, 2012 to August 7, 2012.  
There were two (2) transfer of grades and three (3) regular reciprocal license application denials as follows:
Application TOG 0812-01 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of three (3) semester credit hours in ethics, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.

Application TOG 0812-02 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of three (3) semester credit hours in ethics, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.

Application RD 0812-01 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of three (3) semester credit hours in ethics, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.

Application RD 0812-02 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of three (3) semester credit hours in ethics, auditing and 3 of 5 in group 2 as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.
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Application RD 0812-03 was denied because the applicant did not document the completion of .25 semester credit hours in other accounting courses, as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.
Upon a motion (II) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report.  There were seventeen (17) 4/10 application approvals and seventy three (73) Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period June 6, 2012 to August 7, 2012.  
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

Firm Permit Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Permit Report.  There were six (6) firm permit approvals and zero (0) firm permit denials during the period June 6, 2012 to August 7, 2012.  
Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Peer Review Committee Report

Ms. Gantnier presented the Peer Review Oversight Committee Report.   She reported that Mark Dickler will monitor the peer review calls. Twice per year members will meet and a third time in December with MACPA. The Administrating Entity will meet with the Board in January or February to review the MACPA report.  
Ms. Gantnier requested that Mr. Gring develop  a tracking system to monitor exemptions granted by the Board for peer review exemptions and waivers.  Mr. Gring also advised that he will revisit the Facilitated State Access Report for peer reviews.

Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the Peer Review Committee Report.
Old Business
Upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the matter of Erin D. Singshinsuk’s request for a waiver of the peer review requirement for license renewal.
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Upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board unanimously denied the matter of Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools. Credits earned before the college received accreditation are not acceptable. 
A discussion of the conversion rate of quarter hours to semester hours resulted in a tabling of the matter until the September 11, 2012 business meeting.  Executive Director Gring will research the history of the current regulations and compare the Boards regulations with other state boards of accountancy.
At 10:00 AM the Board recessed the meeting to conduct a hearing in LD120004. The meeting resumed at 11:33 AM.
New Business 
Mr. Gring presented the information regarding the Sunset Review to the Board Members. Ms. Laura Atas of the Department of Legislative Services was introduced to the Board and gave a summation of the purpose of the Sunset Review. 
Upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously denied the matter of Dawn Nakroshis regarding a Business Statistics course offered through Straighterline, an online educational provider. 
Correspondence

Upon a motion (IX) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board unanimously approved the matter of Mark Murphy’s Fee Waiver Request due to power outage at a Prometric site during the first week of July.
Upon a motion (X) by Mr. Jeter and seconded by Ms. Powell, regarding the matter of  a test center problem reported by Colleen Sheehan, the Board was satisfied with the diagnostic evaluation conducted by the AICPA, NASAB and Prometic which indicated that Ms. Sheehan exam was conducted without incident.  Ms. Sheehan can retake the examination section upon payment of the section fee.
Upon a motion (XI) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the matter of Larisa Minkin, CPA. The 76 CPE hours reported in 2010 will be acceptable. 
Executive Session
At 12:00 PM, upon a motion (XII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  
It returned to the regular business meeting at 12:54 PM upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Claxton.
CPA Board Minutes

August 07, 2012
Page 5

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board received six (6) new complaints during the period June 6, 2012 through August 6, 2012.  The Complaint Committee closed the following 34 complaints:  CPAS 10-0033, CPAS 10-0053,  CPAS 11-0046,  CPAS 11-0066,  CPAS 12-0013,  CPAS 12-0017,  CPAS 12-0019, CPAS 12-0022, CPAS 12-0023,  CPAS 12-0024,  CPAS 12-0027, CPAS 12-0028, CPAS 12-0030,  CPAS 12-0036,  CPAS 12-0041, CPAS 12-0043, CPAS 12-0045,  CPAS 12-0046,  CPAS 12-0047, CPAS 12-0049, CPAS 12-0054,  CPAS 12-0059,  CPAS 12-0060, CPAS 12-0061, CPAS 12-0062,  CPAS 12-0063,  CPAS 12-0064, CPAS 12-0066, CPAS 12-0068,  CPAS 12-0069,  CPAS 12-0070, CPAS 12-0071, CPAS 13-0004 and CPAS 13-0005.   
Upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Powell and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee report.

In EA 0812-01, upon a motion (XV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously denied the appeal of an applicant for candidacy for the Uniform CPA Examination and Licensure due to the applicant’s failure to submit the required transcript before denial letter dated May 22, 2012 pursuant to COMAR 09.24.05.03 A.

In EX-A0812, upon a motion (XVI) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the license renewal application of an applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-B0812, upon a motion (XVII) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the license of an applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the renewal application.
In EX-C0812, upon a motion (XVIII) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the original application of a license applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-D0812, upon a motion (XIX) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board unanimously approved the ADA Request of an exam candidate for additional time and separate room.
In EX-E0812, upon a motion (XX) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the renewal application of a license applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-F0812, upon a motion (XXI) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved a Reciprocal Candidate application of a license applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-G0812, upon a motion (XXII) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board unanimously, deferred 4/10 Reciprocal Application to September 11, 2012 Board meeting.
In EX-H0812, upon a motion (XXIII) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved 4/10 Reciprocal Application for applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.
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In the Matter of the Board of Public Accountancy v. Harvey Glick, Case No. LD12004 the Board defeated a motion (XXIV) made by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, to approve the license renewal application of Mr. Glick, but assess a $3,000.00 civil penalty.

In the Matter of the Board of Public Accountancy v. Harvey Glick, Case No. LD12004, the Board approved a motion (XXV) made by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Pierce deny the license renewal application of Mr. Glick. 

Upon a motion (XXVI)  by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 1:03 PM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date
