Board of Barbers

          Minutes
           June 13, 2011

A meeting of the State Board of Barbers was held on Monday, June 13, 2011 in the 2nd floor conference room, the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The following individuals were in attendance:

Mr. Lawrence Avara, Sr., Industry Member, President

Mr. Guy Flynn, Consumer Member 

Mr. Derick Ausby, Sr., Industry Member, Secretary 

Mr. Marvin T. Lee, Industry Member, Treasurer

Ms. Alberta Fisher, Industry Member 

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General

Not in attendance:

Mr. Harry S. White, Industry Member

Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mr.  Avara at 9:35 a.m.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Avara to approve the agenda; Ms.  Fisher seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda.
Minutes

A motion was made by Ms.  Fisher to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2011 meeting. Mr.  Lee seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

Introduction of Gary Holland

The Board was introduced to Mr. Gary Holland as the recently-appointed Chief Operating Officer for the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation in the Office of the Secretary. The Board thanked Mr. Holland for his appearance at today’s Board meeting.

New Business

Informal Conference – Willie Battle – Apprentice Restart
An informal conference was scheduled to be held with Mr. Willie Battle, who is applying for a third apprentice barber license. Mr. Battle failed to appear at today’s conference but did contact the Board’s staff prior to the meeting to advise that he would be unable to attend. The Board directed that Mr. Battle be rescheduled to appear before the Board for an informal conference at its September 19, 2011 Board meeting. 
Informal Conference - Donte Simms-Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Donte Simms, who is applying for an apprentice barber license. On his application, Mr. Simms disclosed a previous criminal conviction. After Mr. Simms explained his conviction to the Board’s satisfaction, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Simms’ application for registration as an apprentice barber. 

Informal Conference - Viktour Deonarinesingh - Request for Waiver of the Examination Requirement

The Board reviewed a request from Mr. Viktour Deonarinesingh who holds a barber license in New York and is applying for a barber license in Maryland with a waiver of the examination. The Board’s staff, upon reviewing Mr. Deonarinesingh’s documents, was unable to determine if he was qualified for licensure absent examination requested the Board to make such a decision. The Board noted that Mr. Deonarinesingh has only completed 600 hours of training; and that he did not take a theoretical examination. After holding considerable deliberations, the Board directed its staff to contact Mr. Deonarinsingh and advise him that he  needs to  complete the remaining hours of training and then  take the Board’s examination (both theoretical and practical) in order to qualify for a barber license in Maryland.
Informal Hearing – Hans Wilhemsen – Brian Bunce Barbers - Complaint BARB100053

An informal hearing was held for Mr. Hans Wilhemsen, owner of Brian Bunce Barbers, a barbershop located in Baltimore County, in regard to complaint number BARB100053 and an ensuing inspection.  The complaint and inspection involved an allegation that an individual was providing barbering services without a license. Board President Lawrence Avara excused himself from the informal proceedings, citing a possible conflict of interest. During the informal conference, Mr. Wilhemsen alleged that the individual in question was not providing services for compensation at anytime, but was only demonstrating his ability to provide services. Although the Board cast doubt on Mr. Wilhemsen’s explanation, the Board, noting it cannot take any formal disciplinary action as the result of an informal hearing, directed that a re-inspection be conducted; and if any violations were found, that the matter be set in for a formal hearing with the possibility of the imposition of sanctions. 

Informal Hearing - Ralph Petti - Ralph’s Family Hair Care - Complaint BARB110005

An informal hearing was held for Mr. Ralph Petti, owner of Ralph’s Family Hair Care, a barbershop in Harford County, in regard to complaint number BARB10005 and the ensuing inspection. The complaint and inspection involved an allegation that a separate business was operating within the barbershop. Mr. Petti explained that he was unaware of the prohibition of running another business (selling bracelets) inside the barbershop. Other than possible sanitation concerns, the Board could not explain the regulatory intent for this prohibition; however, the Board noted that, unless the regulation is amended or changed, an owner of a barbershop is prohibited from incorporating a separate business inside the shop unless a separate wall or partition exists.
Old Business

Harry Loleas - Deputy Commissioner – Division of Occupational & Professional Licensing

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing, Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulations (DLLR), appeared before the Board regarding any legislation the Board may wish to submit during the 2012 Session of the Maryland General Assembly. Mr. Loleas advised that the Board of Cosmetologists, at its most recent meeting, has re-proposing legislation which would effectuate a recommendation from the Sunset Review and Evaluation Report to the effect that the Board be specially funded. Mr. Loleas advised that, if the Board of Barbers also wished to pursue such a proposal, he would be willing to submit it to the Department. 

Board President Lawrence Avara expressed his concerns over the budgetary constraints which have been imposed on the Board over the past several years, noting the likelihood of getting approval for such a measure may be unlikely.  Mr. Avara pondered whether the Administration would consider providing additional funding if the Board continued to operate as a general funded Board. Mr. Loleas advised if special funding is not made attainable, he would consider the request for additional finding. A motion was made by Mr. Lee, and seconded by Mr. Ausby, that the Board direct its staff to forward a memorandum regarding a legislative proposal to establish a special fund for the State Board of Barbers (derived from the Board’s own licensing fees). The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Informal Conference - Samuel Rawlings - Apprentice Restart

Mr. Samuel Rawlings, who appeared at the Board meeting in March requesting a third restart to the apprenticeship program, was directed to appear at today’s Board meeting to  present a sponsor who is not currently training another apprentice. Mr. Rawlings appeared with Mr. Felix Marks, a Master Barber, whom, during the Board’s March meeting, Mr. Rawlings alleged was willing to sponsor. Mr. Marks explained to the Board that the apprentice whom the Board’s records listed as being trained by him had left; and Mr. Marks stated that he sent a letter to the Board at that time advising the Board of the same. After Mr. Rawlings explained why he was unable to complete the training on two prior occasions, and after holding deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to grant Mr. Rawlings a third restart of his apprentice license.
Inquiry from Maryland Higher Education Commission

The Board reviewed a letter from Andrea McLendon, Associate Director for Private Schools, Maryland Higher Education Commission, in regard to a complaint she received about a barbering school. Ms. McLendon is requesting the Board to provide a definitive statement distinguishing between the services that can be performed in a barber clinic versus a cosmetology clinic. After holding considerable deliberations, a motion was made by Mr. Flynn, and seconded by Mr. Lee, that a two-member committee be established to establish a response to the Maryland Higher Education Commissions inquiry.

Curriculum Proposal

The 2009 Sunset Evaluation Report regarding the State Board of Barbers and State Board of Cosmetologists, Recommendation 8, provides that the Board adopt regulations establishing detailed curriculum standards for use by the State Department of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission regarding the approval of applications for instruction in the practice of barbering. After holding deliberations, a motion was made by Mr. Avara, and seconded by Ms. Fisher, to establish a two-member committee, comprised of Mr. Avara and Ms. Fisher, to establish detailed curriculum standards and report back to the Board at its next meeting.
Adjournment 

There being no further business, at 1:30 p.m., a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. White; seconded by Mr. Lee; and the motion passed unanimously.

Approved by: 
 ________________________________________ 



Lawrence Avara



President
