MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2010
The Wednesday, October 27, 2010 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:08 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant.
TKO BOXING PROMOTIONS, LLC
Executive Director Pannella reported that TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC recently applied to the Commission to renew its license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey interviewed Chris Middendorf, the chief executive officer for TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC who is responsible for all Commission-related matters.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to renew the license of TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 31, 2010 COMMISSION MINUTES
The August 31, 2010 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey and Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the August 31, 2010 Minutes of the Commission. 
APPROVAL AND POSTPONEMENT OF 
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS 

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella advised that promoter Murray “Jake” Smith, trading as Baltimore Pro Boxing, notified the Commission that the professional boxing event scheduled to be held on October 23, 2010 at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland has been postponed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following boxing event:


Professional Boxing Event


Saturday, December 11, 2010 - 8:00 p.m. 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith, t/a Baltimore Pro Boxing.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that promoter John J. Rallo, III is desirous of holding the third professional MMA event in his “Shogun Fights” series on November 13, 2010 at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional MMA event:


Professional MMA Event


Saturday, November 13, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, t/a Shogun Fights.

APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe, trading as American Championship Wrestling (ACW), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on October 22, 2010 at the Annapolis Boys and Girls Club in Annapolis, Maryland.

Mr. Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, November 28, 2010 - 5:00 p.m.
Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - Salisbury, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE;
2. Professional Wrestling Event
Wednesday, December 29, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.
First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE; 
3. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, October 30, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.
The New Green Room
2401-G North Point Road
Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe,
t/a Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
4. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, December 3, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club
121 South Villa Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe,
t/a American Championship Wrestling (ACW);
5. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, January 8, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club
121 South Villa Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe,
t/a American Championship Wrestling (ACW); and 
6. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, February 5, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena
1301 South Elwood Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance,

t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW).
HALF PINT BRAWLERS - “HALLOWEEN HOOTENANY”

PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella reported that, via a telephone polling of Commission members, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve a professional wrestling event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, trading as the Half Pint Brawlers, and held as a part of an event entitled “Halloween Hootenany” at the Merriweather Post Pavilion in Columbia, Maryland on October 17, 2010.  The Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to ratify its earlier vote taken via telephone poll.

Mr. Pannella provided the Commission with the following report regarding the October 17, 2010 professional wrestling event.
The Commission was informed that a group of wrestlers who perform as the "Half Pint Brawlers" would be engaging in wrestling as an opening act as a part of an event entitled "Halloween Hootenany” scheduled to be held on Sunday, October 17, 2010 at Merriweather Post Pavilion in Columbia, Maryland.  This wrestling performance falls under the juridsdiction of the Commission and, accordingly, the performance must be sanctioned and regulated by the Commission in order to occur.  The Commission, via Mr. Pannella, made contact with Merriweather Post Pavilion representatives by telephone and by e-mail.
Mr. Pannella informed Merriweather Post Pavilion that, under Maryland law, a person may hold a wrestling contest in the State of Maryland, and participate in the same, only if the contest is authorized and sanctioned by the Commission and is conducted in accordance with the laws applicable to, and regulations promulgated by, the Commission.  A “wrestling contest” includes a competition, exhibition, match, performance or show and applies to all such wrestling contests; the only exceptions are those wrestling contests which are either conducted under the supervision of a nationally recognized amateur wrestling organization or are intercollegiate, interscholastic or intramural in nature.  A violation of any of these provisions could result in the imposition of criminal and/or regulatory penalties.

 

Because of time constraints and financial considerations which may have deterred Merriweather Post Pavilion in electing to apply for its own promoter's license, the Commission advised Merriweather Post Pavilion  to consider contacting a promoter who is currently licensed by the Commission to promote the October 17, 2010 “Half Pint Brawlers” wrestling performance.  At least two licensed promoters expressed to the Commission an interest in promoting this activity and, at the request of Merriweather Post Pavilion, the Commission provided Merriweather Post Pavilion with the contact information for these individuals.  Licensed promoter Murray “Jake” Smith received a Commission sanction to promote the October 17, 2010 “Half Pint Brawlers” wrestling performance. 
Mr. Pannella served as the Commission inspector for the October 17, 2010 “Half Pint Brawlers” wrestling performance.  The wrestlers and referee scheduled to participate were licensed by the Commission and complied with all attendant medical and fitness considerations.  The wrestling performance was held and fully complied with Commission laws and regulations. 
ROLLER DERBY EVENTS
Commissioner McCaffrey led a Commission discussion in regard to roller derby events which are currently being held in the State of Maryland without any State regulation.

The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella to conduct a survey of all state and tribal commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) to inquire if any commissions regulate roller derby events within their respective jurisdictions as constituting a form of boxing, kick boxing, wrestling or MMA.
AAPRP ANNUAL MEDICAL CONFERENCE
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP) will he holding its AAPRP Annual Medical Conference from November 4 - 6, 2010 in Orlando, Florida.  Mr. Spizler noted that conference is being held in conjunction with the American College of Sports Medicine and will focus on brain and neck injuries in boxing and mixed martial arts (MMA).

Executive Director Pannella reported that the following three Commission 

representatives are planning to attend the 2010 AAPRP Annual Medical 
Conference:  Dr. John W. Stiller, M.D., Chief Physician and Neurologist; Dr. A. 

Craig Fisher, D.O., Ringside Physician; and Senior Assistant Attorney General 

Spizler.

Mr. Pannella reported that Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler will be receiving the “Outstanding Contribution to Boxing”Award from the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP) at the AAPRP Annual Medical Conference.  The Commission congratulated Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler on receiving the AAPRP’s “Outstanding Contribution to Boxing Award”, noting that this prestigious honor was well-deserved.  
AMERICAN AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (AAMA)
Executive Director reported that American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMA) has applied to the Commission to be approved to supervise amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) in the State of Maryland. 

Commissioner Dansicker reported that he and Mr. Pannella are currently reviewing AAMA’s application and related documents to ensure that AAMA is in full compliance with the “Criteria for Maryland State Athletic Commission (MSAC) Approval of an Amateur Kickboxing Organization or Amateur MMA Organization Supervising Amateur Mixed Martial Arts in the State of Maryland”. 

PROPOSED BOUTS FOR NOVEMBER 6, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the professional boxing bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter/matchmaker for the November 6, 2010 professional boxing event promoted by Robert “Bobby” Magruder, trading as Bobby Magruder Productions, and scheduled to be held at the Waldorf Jaycees Community Center in Waldorf, Maryland.

PROPOSED BOUTS FOR NOVEMBER 13, 2010
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the professional MMA bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter and matchmaker for the November 13, 2010 professional boxing event promoted by John J. Rallo, trading as Shogun Fights, and scheduled to be held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 10, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, trading as Bang Time Boxing, and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included seven professional boxing bouts encompassing 34 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2010
PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 17, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, trading as Baltimore Pro Boxing, and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included four professional boxing bouts encompassing 26 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition, as well as two amateur boxing bouts encompassing six scheduled rounds of amateur boxing competition.  Mr. Pannella noted that the amateur boxing portion of the boxing event was sanctioned by the South Atlantic Association of USA Boxing, Inc..   
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 21, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 21, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC and held at Martin’s Valley Mansion in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included six professional boxing bouts encompassing 28 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 22, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner 
Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:11 p.m..
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