MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2006
The Thursday, October 26, 2006 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:39 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Raymond Daue; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General and Counsel.

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
The December 22, 2005 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the December 22, 2005 Minutes of the Commission.
The August 31, 2006 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the August 31, 2006 Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWStc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional boxing shows scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of November and December, 2006.  

Chairman Norman stated that he was pleased with the number of professional boxing shows being held in Maryland, and opined that he has seen a “rebounding” in terms of the quality of bouts occurring.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional boxing shows:


Professional Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Thursday, November 9, 2006 - 8:15 p.m.

Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland
Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing, Inc.; and

“Pro-Am” Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Thursday, December 7, 2006 - 8:00 p.m.

Pikesville Armory - Pikesville, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing. 

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling shows scheduled to be held in the month of October, November and December, 2006.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:
Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, October 29, 2006 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


North Point Flea Market - Essex, Maryland; 
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, November 11, 2006 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


North Carroll High School - Hampstead, Maryland; 
Professional Wrestling Show 

Live Televised “Monday Night Raw” Show

Monday, November 20, 2006 - 8:00 p.m.

Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE)

First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland; and

Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, December 2, 2006 - 7:30 p.m.


Promoter:  James Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Country Ridge Shopping Center - Essex, Maryland.

BOXING WEIGH-INS
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler led a Commission discussion regarding the issue of professional boxers taking drastic and inherently dangerous measures to lose weight prior to boxing weigh-ins, and whether boxing commissions should conduct a weigh-in on the evening before the boxing show or on the day of the boxing show.  The Commission resolved to leave current Commission procedures in place pending further study of this matter by both the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) and the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP). 
LOCATION OF YEAR 2007 ABC CONVENTION
Senior Assistant General Spizler led a Commission discussion regarding the location of the Year 2007 Convention of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) and, specifically, the written correspondence exchanged between the ABC and the Miccosukee Athletic Commission about this issue.
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2006 “PRO-AM” BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 14, 2006 “pro-am” boxing show which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella opined that the bout between Cory Cummings and Berry Butler was extremely competitive and close, and that the fact that a “split decision” occurred reflected the fairness and professionalism of Commission judges.  
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2006 PRO BOXING SHOW
Commissioner Daue and Commissioner Moore led a review of the September 28, 2006 professional boxing show which was promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that, in one of the bouts, the referee started to count a boxer out when it was apparent, while the boxer in question had suffered an injury, no part of his body touched the canvas indicating a “knockdown”.  Mr. Spizler opined that the more appropriate action, pursuant to Commission regulations, should be as follows:  When a referee sees that a boxer has suffered a possible injury during a bout, the referee calls “time out” and brings the boxer to the attention of a ringside physician to determine if the boxer can continue competing.  The Commission concurred with Mr. Spizler’s suggestion, and Executive Director Pannella stated that he would review the proper protocol for this situation with Commission officials. 
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 20, 2006 “PRO-AM” BOXING SHOW
Chairman Norman led a review of the October 20, 2006 “pro-am” boxing show which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland.  Chairman Norman opined that the professional bouts featured in this pro-am boxing show were “well-matched”, and that the judges’ “draw” decision after the tabulation of scorecards for the bout between Mike Paschall and Dhafir Smith was “entirely correct”.

REVIEW OF OCTOBER 23, 2006 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Chairman Norman and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 23, 2006 professional boxing show which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky of Keystone Boxing and held at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.    
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler opined that, even though several of the bouts were stoppages by knockout or technical knockout, the bouts were evenly matched.   

Commissioner Daue stated that, on two occasions during the boxing show, he observed the matchmaker of the boxing show complaining to the Commission about referee stoppages of two bouts.  Commissioner Daue opined that the referees who stopped both of these bouts made the correct decision, and added that the Commission’s responsibility is to protect the safety of boxers. 

UPDATE ON NOVEMBER 9, 2006 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update on the bouts proposed for the November 9, 2006 professional boxing show, promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing, Inc. and scheduled to be held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

CONSENT ORDER SIGNED BY JAMES R. SHEDRICK, SR.
Executive Director Pannella reported that professional boxer James R. Shedrick, Jr., who was contractually obligated to compete against Jessie Nicklow on the 
August 12, 2006 “pro-am” boxing show in Ocean City, failed to appear at the boxing show’s weigh-in activity which occurred on the morning of August 12, 2006.  James R. Shedrick, Sr., the manager of James R. Shedrick, Jr., informed the Commission that his son thought that the weigh-in activity was scheduled to occur on the evening of August 11, 2006 and refused to partake in the weigh-in activity occurring on August 12, 2006.  Mr. Pannella stated that the “Contract Between Promoter and Boxer” pertaining to James R. Shedrick, Jr. competing against 
Mr. Nicklow on August 12, 2006 in Ocean City indicated that the weigh-in was scheduled to occur on August 12, 2006.  Mr. Pannella stated that the “Contract Between Promoter and Boxer” was signed by both James R. Shedrick, Jr. as the boxer and James R. Shedrick, Sr. as the boxer’s manager.  
Executive Director Pannella stated that he, on behalf of the Commission, offered James R. Shedrick, Sr. the opportunity to enter into a Consent Order with the Commission as a means of settling the matter in lieu of a formal hearing.  Mr. Pannella explained that the Consent Order required James R. Shedrick, Sr. to pay the Commission a fine in the amount of $100.00.  Mr. Pannella noted that Commission elected not to pursue any formal charges against James R. Shedrick, Jr. in regard to this matter.  Mr. Pannella reported that James R. Shedrick, Sr. paid the fine to the Commission and signed the Consent Order, thereby resolving the matter.  
LETTER ON BEHALF OF RAYMOND H. LEONARD, JR.
Executive Director Pannella reported that, at Mr. Pannella’s suggestion, the Commission sent written correspondence (dated October 27, 2006) to the International Boxing Hall of Fame (IBHOF) recommending that Raymond H. Leonard, Jr. of Baltimore, Maryland be considered to vote for future inductees into the IBHOF.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Leonard is a local boxing historian who has been associated with the sport of boxing for over 60 years.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, November 30, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m..
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