
MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION


MINUTES - THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2003
The Thursday, May 29, 2003 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:15 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman Karl N. Milligan, Jr., Chairman; Commissioners Ben Alperstein; Phil Feaster; and Bill McCaffrey; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce Spizler, Counsel and Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 27, 2003 COMMISSION MINUTES
The March 27, 2003 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, 

which previously were distributed to all Commission members for review, 

were discussed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Feaster, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve

the March 27, 2003 Minutes of the Commission.
DISTRIBUTION OF APRIL 24, 2003 MINUTES

The April 24, 2003 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission were distributed to all Commission members for review.  Executive Director Pannella reported that these minutes will be submitted for approval at the next Commission meeting. 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING
Executive Director Pannella led a discussion of the proposed professional wrestling shows scheduled in Maryland for the months of June and July, 2003. 

Executive Director Pannella reported that he had recently talked with Dan McDevitt of Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW).  Mr. Pannella said he was informed by Mr. McDevitt that, due to Mr. McDevitts desire to devote more time to other business ventures, MCW was disbanding and would not be seeking a renewal of its license in June of 2003.  Mr. Pannella lamented the loss of  MCW as a wrestling promoter in the State of Maryland.  He commended Mr. McDevitt and his business partner, Mark Shrader, for their efforts in creating MCW as an independent wrestling league and running many successful shows in Maryland and the surrounding region during the last several years.

In regard to the June 25, 2003 professional wrestling show which is scheduled 

to be held in a gated area located on the dock outside of the Hard Rock Cafe in Baltimores Inner Harbor, the Commission asked Executive Director Pannella 

to reiterate to event promoter Donna Burke that wrestlers participating on the card are not allowed to jump or land in the harbors waters under any circumstances.  The Commission also asked Mr. Pannella to advise the promoter that the Commission would impose sanctions against both the promoter and the 

wrestlers involved if such an incident were to occur.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:

Sunday, June 8, 2003 - North Point Flea Market - Essex, Maryland

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 
Wednesday, June 25, 2003 - Hard Rock Inner Harbor - Baltimore, MD

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 
Saturday, July 5, 2003 - Harry Grove Stadium - Frederick, MD

Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.;

Sunday, July 6, 2003 - Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, MD

Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.;

Sunday, July 13, 2003 - North Point Flea Market - Essex, MD

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 

Wednesday, July 16, 2003 - Michaels Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, MD

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); and

Saturday, July 26, 2003 - Cecil County Fair - North East, MD

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF).

RESIGNATION OF COMMISSIONER MICHAEL ARRINGTON
Executive Director Pannella reported that Commissioner Michael Arrington recently notified Governor Robert Ehrlich in writing of his resignation from 

the Commission.  Mr. Pannella said that, in a telephone conversation with Commissioner Arrington, Commissioner Arrington regretted that he could 

not devote the time which he felt was necessary to continue as a viable Commission member.  Mr. Pannella stated that Commissioner Arrington pledged to continue 

to maintain an interest in the Commission, and would try to attend future meetings as an observer when he was available to do so.  Mr. Pannella commended Commissioner Arrington for the noteworthy contributions he made to the Commission during his tenure as a Commission member.  

The Commission asked Executive Director Pannella to prepare a letter, to be 

signed by all Commission members, thanking Commissioner Arrington for his contributions to the Commission.

CHAIRMANS REPORT
Chairman Milligan stated that he had no report to offer at this time.

COUNSELS REPORT
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an 

update on Senate Bill 275, the Professional Boxing Amendments Act of 2003", which was passed by the United States Senate but was not voted upon by the 

United States House of Representatives before the end of last years Congressional session.  Mr. Spizler stated that plans are for SB 275 to be reintroduced this year. Mr. Spizler explained that, among other requirements, the bill:  1. Calls for the establishment and maintenance of a medical registry containing comprehensive medical records and medical suspensions for every licensed boxer in the country; 

2. Provides for uniform safety standards to be adhered to by all state and tribal boxing commissions, and mandates that EMT specialists and ambulances must be continually present at ringside during all professional boxing bouts; 3. Requires 

all promoters of professional boxing shows to post a performance bond to 

ensure that every boxer receives his purse; 4. Redefines the term promoter; 

and 5. Creates the United States Boxing Commission and details its functions.

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler discussed the provision of SB 275 which seeks to create a fire wall between a promoter and manager.  Mr. Spizler opined that this aspect of the bill should be revamped because, in todays sport of boxing, this simply is not a realistic option when, oftentimes, promoters of boxing shows also serve as managers of boxers via a promotional agreement.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT
Executive Director Pannella led a brief discussion about preparations for the 

Year 2003 Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC), which will be held from July 22 - 26, 2003 at the Drury Plaza Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri. 

VOTING COMMISSION MEMBER AT YEAR 2003 ABC MEETING
The Commission elected to wait until the June 26, 2003 meeting of the Commission to determine which Commission member attending the Year 2003 ABC Conference will be casting the proxy vote for the Commission regarding all ABC matters relating to the conference.

COMMISSION TRAVEL FUNDS
Executive Director Pannella welcomed Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner of 

the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.  Mr. Pannella stated that Deputy Commissioner Loleas is attending the meeting at the request of Commission members to give feedback concerning travel funds for Commission members. Offering his regrets, Deputy Commissioner Loleas reconfirmed that, due to State budget constraints, travel funds for both Commission members and Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR) employees for Fiscal 

Year 2003  have been frozen.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas also reconfirmed 

that, due to budget constraints, travel funds for Commission members and DLLR employees for Fiscal Year 2004 have been cut.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas 

noted that the general funds for DLLR boards and commissions have been cut extensively.  He opined that he is unsure about what additional budget cuts DLLR might incur in the future.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas noted that, in 1991, the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing regulated 19 professions with 100 employees on staff.  He stated that, today, the Division regulates 24 professions with 80 employees and six unfilled staff vacancies.

Commissioner Feaster reported that, both in the past and during a recent conversation, he was informed by former DLLR Secretary John OConnor that the $10,000.00 travel budget maintained by the Maryland State Athletic Commission would not be affected by the State budget constraints.  Commissioner Feaster asked who made the decision to put a freeze on these travel funds, when such an action had not been taken by DLLR in the past.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas stated 

that, in the early part of the Fiscal 2003 year, he was informed that there was 

a 100 percent freeze on all monies including the Maryland State Athletic Commissions travel budget.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas opined that, although the money had been designated for use by Commission members for travel purposes, these funds are not exempt from the freeze.  Deputy Commissioner Loleas agreed to check into this matter further.

PROSPECTIVE STUDY BY DR. JOHN STILLER:

PROFESSIONAL BOXERS AND TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

Executive Director Pannella welcomed Dr. John Stiller, a neurologist who has performed neurological examinations of professional boxers on behalf of the Maryland State Athletic Commission.  Mr. Pannella reported that Dr. Stiller 

had approached him regarding a longitudinal study of professional boxers which Dr. Stiller is desirous of implementing with the Commissions approval and support.

Dr. Stiller provided the Commission with an overview of his proposed study, a study which he said he is developing because of his concern about the future health and fitness of professional boxers who are sustaining numerous subconcussive 

head blows over a long period of time.  Dr. Stiller stated that he hoped to perform 

a brief test on consenting boxers during the weigh-in activities preceding scheduled professional boxing shows in the State of Maryland, and will use the results of these tests as the basis for his study.  Dr. Stiller explained that the goals of the study are to help to determine which boxers are at a greater risk of incurring brain damage 

in the future, and to inform and educate boxers about the risks involved when they receive cumulative and excessive blows to the head.

Executive Director Pannella noted that the ultimate success of the study will rest, 

in part, on the success of the Maryland State Athletic Commission in convincing professional boxers and their managers and trainers that the boxers participation 

in the study will not adversely effect the boxers ability to compete in a scheduled bout. 
MAY 8, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW

Executive Director Pannella led a brief review of the May 8, 2003 professional boxing show, which was promoted by Ballroom Boxing, Inc. and held at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that professional

boxer Steven Griffin suffered injuries to his ankle, nose and shoulder when he 

was knocked out by James Jed Phipps at 1:48 of the first round of their bout.  Mr. Pannella explained that Mr. Griffin was transported by ambulance from the boxing ring to North Arundel Hospital.  Mr. Pannella commended the Maryland State Athletic Commissions ringside physicians, ambulance personnel and promoters security staff for their combined successful efforts in seeking to stabilize Mr. Griffin in the ring.  He also noted how cooperative, patient and respectful the boxing shows spectators were in not voicing their disapproval about the extended amount of time required for Commission ringside physicians to appropriately treat Mr. Griffin.

Executive Director Pannella reported that he is currently working with Commission ringside physicians to draft a medical protocol, pending the approval of Commission members, which will define in writing Commission procedures for treating a boxer who has suffered a potentially serious injury or injuries in the ring.

NEXT SCHEDULED COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will 

be held on Thursday, June 26, 2003 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
Upon a motion by Chairman Milligan, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:56 p.m..

