MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2009
The Thursday, March 26, 2009 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:06 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman, Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant. 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
The February 26, 2009 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the February 26, 2009 Minutes of the Commission.
YEAR 2008 FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS

Executive Director Pannella confirmed that each Commission member had received a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement form for January 1, 2008 through December 1, 2008 which, after competition and notarization, must be received by the Maryland State Ethics Commission via electronic filing or regular mail no later than April 30, 2009.
PROPOSED MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) REGULATIONS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to the Commission’s proposed regulations for professional mixed martial arts (MMA) contests and amateur MMA contests in the State of Maryland.  

Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission had received public comments in regard to the Commission’s proposed regulations for professional mixed martial arts (MMA) contests and amateur MMA contests in the State of Maryland.  The Commission fully reviewed the public comments which were submitted, and determined that most of the public comments pertained to the stylistic use of language in the proposed MMA regulations.  While the Commission expressed its appreciation for the public comments which were submitted, the Commission elected not to make any substantive changes to the proposed MMA regulations. 

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler and Executive Director Pannella noted that, in the drafting of the proposed professional MMA regulations, hand wraps were inadvertently written as being held in place by “not more than 10 yards” of surgeon’s tape when, in actuality, the language for hand wraps being held in place should be “not more than 10 feet” of surgeon’s tape.
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission directed Senior Attorney General Spizler to advise whether amending proposed regulation 09.14.16.03(B)(2) from “not more than 10 yards” to “not more than 10 feet” can be considered a non-substantive change which would enable the Commission to finalize the MMA regulations at its next meeting.
SCHEDULING OF MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) EVENTS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to when, and how, it will allow promoters who are licensed by the Commission to apply for, and to receive Commission sanctioning for, dates to hold professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events in the State of Maryland.

The Commission determined that, due to the availability and duties of its staff:  

1. The Commission currently can regulate only one boxing, kickboxing or MMA event per night; and 2. A boxing, kickboxing, or MMA event cannot be held on the same night as the scheduled weigh-in activity of another event. 

Chairman Norman noted that the availability of officials also is a critical factor in the Commission’s determination of how to approve and schedule professional MMA events. 

Executive Director Pannella stated that the Commission will initially utilize the services of experienced MMA referees and judges who reside both in and outside of the State of Maryland to work at Commission-sanctioned professional MMA events.  Mr. Pannella noted that, in addition to providing training, the Commission’s MMA Referee Training Program and MMA Judge Training Program will be used to identify both individuals who currently possess experience as professional MMA officials and individuals who have the potential to serve as amateur MMA officials.
The Commission suggested that, with the proposed MMA regulations being effective at some point in June or July of 2009, any person desirous of promoting professional MMA events, not currently licensed as a promoter, apply for a promoter’s license now.  Further, the Commission suggested that it not accept any request from a licensed promoter for the Commission’s sanctioning of a professional MMA event until the day following the date upon which the Commission regulations become effective (for example - July 1, 2009).
So that it is able to effectively, and fairly, consider each request for its sanctioning of a professional MMA event, the Commission suggested that licensed promoters apply to the Commission for its sanctioning of an MMA event at least 60 days prior to the date of the proposed professional MMA event; and that applications are to be accepted by the Commission in staggered 30-day segments, with each of these segments being presented in a 60-day window of time, until a normalized application process can be achieved.
The Commission prescribed that, within each of the designated time periods, priority will be given to the applications for the Commission’s sanctioning of professional MMA events based upon the date of their receipt.  In instances where two promoters formally apply to the Commission on the same day for the same date, a lottery system will be invoked to determine which promoter receives the Commission’s approval for that date.
Finally, the Commission prescribed that, if a licensed promoter is desirous of holding a professional MMA event more than 120 days from the date of applying to the Commission for a sanction, the Commission will consider such a request; provided the promoter submits to the Commission a signed contractual agreement between the promoter and the venue in which the event is proposed to be held.

BRADLEY O. VANCE
T/A REAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING (RCW)
Executive Director Pannella reported that Bradley O. Vance recently applied to the Commission for licensure as a promoter of professional wrestling shows in the State of Maryland.  Commissioner Moore reported that he and Mr. Pannella reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Vance, who will be conducting business as Real Championship Wrestling (RCW), and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Mr. Pannella reported that Mr. Vance is planning to hold a series of professional wrestling shows in the coming months in Dundalk, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the licensure of Bradley O. Vance as a promoter.
JAMES “JIM” HARDWICK
T/A EASTERN WRESTLING ALLIANCE (EWA)
Executive Director Pannella reported that James “Jim” Hardwick recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling shows in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Hardwick, who conducts business as the Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA), and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Mr. Pannella reported that Mr. Hardwick currently holds a series of professional wrestling shows at the Tall Cedars Hall in Parkville, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to renew the license of James “Jim” Hardwick as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the pro-am boxing event proposed for May 22, 2009 at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing event:


Friday, May 22, 2009 - 8:00 p.m. (Pro-Am Boxing Event)


Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland.
REVIEW OF MARCH 19, 2009
PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Dansicker and Commissioner Moore led a review of the March 19, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith and held at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.
INQUIRY FROM DELEGATE DAVID D. RUDOLPH
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following report in regard to a recent inquiry made by Delegate David D. Rudolph of the Maryland General Assembly.  While in Annapolis attending a meeting, Delegate Rudolph approached Chairman Norman and Mr. Pannella and asked for the Commission’s response to the following three questions:  1. Will individuals who are under 18 years of age be permitted to compete in professional mixed martial arts (MMA) contests or amateur MMA contests in the State of Maryland?; 2. Are there any athletic commissions in other jurisdictions which have any regulatory or statutory authority over MMA gyms and schools?; and 3. Are there any athletic commissions in other jurisdictions which have regulations or statutes in place which prevent, or limit in any way, children from sparring in MMA, or otherwise engaging in MMA maneuvers, in gyms and schools?

At the direction of the Commission, Mr. Pannella conducted research and provided Delegate Rudolph with the following information in Commission correspondence sent via e-mail on March 26, 2009:
In response to Delegate Rudolph’s first question, as is currently being proposed by the Commission as a regulatory amendment, all licensed contestants (including professional MMA contestants) must be at least 18 years of age to compete.  While the Commission’s proposed MMA regulations do not provide for an age restriction for amateur MMA contestants (who will be competing in contests supervised by an amateur kickboxing organization or an amateur MMA organization approved by the Commission), Chairman Norman and Mr. Pannella are recommending that the Commission promulgate a regulation requiring that amateur MMA contestants be at least 18 years of age to compete.  In addition, until this regulation is in effect, Chairman Norman and Mr. Pannella are recommending that the Commission not approve any amateur organization to supervise amateur MMA contests in the State of Maryland unless the contestants who are competing are at least 18 years of age.  The Commission conducted a survey of state and tribal athletic commissions which are affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC).  The 25 survey responses indicate that only four commissions allow individuals who are under 18 years of age to compete as amateur MMA contestants (and only under certain conditions).

In response to Delegate Rudolph’s second question, the Commission conducted a survey of state and tribal athletic commissions which are affiliated with the ABC.  The 25 survey responses indicate that 22 of the responding commissions have no regulatory or statutory authority over MMA (or boxing) gyms and schools, and three commissions have limited authority over gyms and schools (with two of these commissions limiting their involvement to boxing gyms).  
In response to Delegate Rudolph’s third question, the Commission conducted a survey of state and tribal athletic commissions which are affiliated with the ABC.  The 25 survey responses indicate that none of the responding commissions have any regulations or statutes in place which prevent children from engaging in MMA in gyms and schools and, subsequently, have no authority over such activity. 

SUSPENSION OF USA BOXING, INC. IN CALIFORNIA
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission recently received a copy of a press release issued by the California State Athletic Commission on March 23, 2009 regarding the California State Athletic Commission’s suspension of all amateur boxing bouts sanctioned by USA Boxing pending a hearing scheduled for April 13 - 14, 2009.  Mr. Pannella stated that the press release claims that children as young as eight years of age have been fighting in the State of California in private clubs for entertainment purposes where “gambling and drinking took place, and that parents of children were told not to attend”. 

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 6:07 p.m..
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