MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2008
The Thursday, April 24, 2008 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:55 p.m..  Present were:  Commissioner Arnold Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 
APPROVAL OF APRIL 24, 2008 COMMISSION MINUTES

The April 24, 2008 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the June 26, 2008 Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL AND “PRO-AM” BOXING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to “pro-am” boxing shows currently proposed by promoter Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and professional boxing shows currently proposed by promoter Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following boxing  shows:
“Pro-Am” Boxing Show 

Friday, July 25, 2008 - 8:00 p.m. 


Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland;

“Pro-Am” Boxing Show 

Friday, September 5, 2008 - 8:00 p.m. 


Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland;

Professional Boxing Show 

Thursday, January 29, 2009 - 8:00 p.m. 

Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing
Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland;

Professional Boxing Show 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 - 8:00 p.m. 


Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing
Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland; and

Professional Boxing Show 

Thursday, June 18, 2009 - 8:00 p.m. 


Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing
Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional wrestling shows currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of July, August, September and October 2008.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, July 12, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. (Outdoor Show)

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe / National Wrestling League (NWL)

All-Star Karate and Kickboxing Gym - Hagerstown, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, July 13, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.


Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland;
Professional Wrestling Show 

Friday, July 18, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


The Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland;
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, July 19, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


The Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, August 9, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.


Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland;
Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, August 10, 2008 - 5:00 p.m.

Promoter:  Event Service, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment Inc. (WWE)

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - Salisbury, Maryland; 

Professional Wrestling Show 

Friday, September 5, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. (Outdoor Wrestling Show)

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


The Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, September 21, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.


Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland; and
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.


Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland.
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) LAW
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that SB 649 / HB 795, legislation which authorizes mixed martial arts (MMA) contests to be held in the State of Maryland, was signed into law by Governor Martin O’Malley on May 22, 2008.  Mr. Spizler noted that the law authorizing mixed martial arts (MMA) in Maryland is effective October 1, 2008.
ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS 

YEAR 2008 CONFERENCE
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an overview of the Year 2008 Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) which will be held from July 1 - 5, 2008 at the Delta Montreal Hotel in Montreal, Canada.  Mr. Spizler reported that a meeting agenda item includes a review and discussion of proposed amendments to the “Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts”.   Mr. Spizler opined that certain proposed rules changes could potentially impact the public perception of MMA as it continues to enter into, and gain acceptance in, mainstream culture and may influence the MMA regulations to be promulgated by the Commission. 
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) ARTICLE
Executive Director Pannella referenced an article entitled “Get ready for mixed martial arts bouts in Maryland”, which was published in The Daily Record.  

Mr. Pannella reported that the article explained that, although the law authorizing mixed martial arts (MMA) in Maryland is effective October 1, 2008, MMA contests would not be held in the State of Maryland until the Commission promulgates MMA regulations and trains a staff of qualified MMA referees and judges. 
“SUNSET” REVIEW
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission is currently undergoing a “sunset” review by the Office of Policy Analysis in the Maryland Department of Legislative Services.  Mr. Pannella explained that the Maryland Department of Legislative Services is required by the Maryland General Assembly to periodically evaluate certain State agencies according to a statutory cycle.  Mr. Pannella stated that the Commission is cooperating fully with Office of Policy Analysis representatives in regard to data collection.
PASSING OF PROFESSIONAL BOXER EDDIE VAN KIRK
Executive Director Pannella announced the passing of professional boxer Eddie Van Kirk of Baltimore, who died on June 19, 2008 at the age of 45 and who was well-known in the Maryland boxing community for his “heart” and fortitude as a boxer.  Mr. Pannella reported that Mr. Van Kirk competed mostly as a welterweight and junior welterweight boxer, compiling a professional boxing record of 27-9-2 with 13 victories by knockout.  Mr. Pannella added that, in his professional boxing career, Mr. Van Kirk fought world champion boxers including Hector Camacho, Vinny Pazienza, and Vincent Pettway.
BETTER PROMOTIONS, LLC
Executive Director reported that Better Promotions, LLC has applied to the Commission for licensure as a promoter of professional boxing shows in the State of Maryland.  Commission McCaffrey and Mr. Pannella reported that they reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Better Promotions, LLC, and were fully satisfied that this applicant has complied with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the licensure of Better Promotions, LLC as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2008 

PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional boxing show proposed by promoter Better Promotions, LLC and scheduled to be held on September 19, 2008 at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional boxing show:
Professional Boxing Show 

Friday, September 19, 2008 - 8:00 p.m. 


Promoter:  Better Promotions, LLC
Maryland Sportsplex - Millersville, Maryland.
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING PRACTICE SESSIONS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to “practice sessions” which are currently occurring at professional wrestling schools or gyms in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the Commission had requested he prepare a list of criteria and procedures for a professional wrestling “practice session” which must be followed to distinguish it from a wrestling contest; and, after several discussions in recent days with Commission members, Mr. Pannella presented this document to the Commission for its approval.  Mr. Pannella noted that Commissioner Dansicker and Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler made significant contributions in drafting the document.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the Commission’s “Policies and Procedures For A Professional Wrestling ‘Practice Session’ Held In The Presence Of Spectators”.
REVIEW OF MAY 3, 2008 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the May 3, 2008 professional boxing show which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky of Keystone Boxing and held at the District Heights Municipal Center in District Heights, Maryland. 

REVIEW OF MAY 29, 2008 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commissioner Moore and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the May 29, 2008 professional boxing show which was promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing and held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland. 

REVIEW OF JUNE 13, 2008 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commissioner Dansicker and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 13, 2008 professional boxing show which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore. 

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, July 31, 2008 at 2:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 p.m..
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