
MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION


MINUTES - THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2004
The Thursday, June 24, 2004 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:05 p.m.  Present were:  Chairman Norman; Commissioners Ben Alperstein; William McCaffrey; and Ray Daue; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General.
APPROVAL OF THE JULY 17, 2004 

PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWtc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella reported that newly-licensed promoter Raging Promotions, Inc. is requesting to hold an outdoor professional boxing show at 

the Bowie Baysox Stadium in Bowie on Saturday, July 17, 2004.  Mr. Pannella explained that this boxing show would be televised as a “pay-per-view” event, featuring a world championship bout between Laila Ali and Nikki Eplion for the International Boxing Association (IBA) Super Middleweight title.  Mr. Pannella noted that former world champion Mark “Too Sharp” Johnson is also scheduled to compete on the card.
Mr. Pannella reported that he had expressed concern to Marty Wynn, the representative of Raging Promotions, Inc., regarding the threat of rain and how it would adversely effect the July 17, 2004 outdoor boxing show.  Mr. Pannella stated that Mr. Wynn responded by:  1. Notifying Mr. Pannella of his intention to construct a “canopy” over the ring if severe weather was scheduled to occur; and 

2. Explaining that a lightning storm would be the only reason for Raging Promotions, Inc. to consider cancelling the boxing show.  Mr. Pannella noted that he would keep each Commission member apprised of any developments arising in regard to complications caused by possible inclement weather.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional boxing show:

tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Saturday, July 17, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

Bowie Baysox Stadium - Bowie, Maryland
Promoter:  Raging Promotions, Inc..
APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 12, 2004 

PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWtc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella reported that licensed promoter Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing is requesting to hold a “pro-am” boxing show at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore on Thursday, August 12, 2004.  

Chairman Norman noted that the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena is not an 

air-conditioned facility.  

At the recommendation of Chairman Norman, the Commission directed Executive Director Pannella to ensure that Mr. Smith has developed a viable plan regarding adequate air supply and circulation in the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena for the evening of the August 12, 2004 boxing show.

Executive Director Pannella stated that he would also ensure that Mr. Smith have adequate security personnel scheduled to work the August 12, 2004 boxing show.

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Daue, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional boxing show:

tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Thursday, August 12, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. / Baltimore Pro Boxing.
APPROVAL OF JULY AND AUGUST, 2004 PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:
Sunday, July 18, 2004 - 8:00 p.m.
Harry Grove (Frederick Keys) Stadium - Frederick, Maryland
Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE); and
Saturday, August 7, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

First Mariner (Baltimore) Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE).tc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Norman reported that he and Executive Director Pannella recently talked with the Reverend Samuel Williams of House of David Ministries, Inc. in Frederick regarding the possibility of Reverend Williams obtaining a boxing promoter’s license and holding a professional boxing show to be held at Harry Grove (Frederick Keys) Stadium on Friday, July 16, 2004.  Chairman Norman stated that 

he and Mr. Pannella explained to Reverend Williams the process of how to apply to the Commission for a promoter’s license.  Chairman Norman also stated that he and 

Mr. Pannella explained to Reverend Williams that, due to the fact that the Commission has already sanctioned a boxing show to occur on July 17, 2004 and because of Commission staffing concerns, the Commission would not consider sanctioning a boxing show to be held on July 16, 2004.
Chairman Norman suggested that the Commission consider initiating a “test” policy stipulating that, unless the Commission grants special person to a promoter, the Commission will not consider sanctioning a boxing show to occur on the day preceding a boxing show which has received a Commission sanction.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Daue, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to implement a “test policy” stipulating that, unless the Commission grants special person to a promoter, the Commission will not consider sanctioning a boxing show to occur on the day preceding a boxing show which has received a Commission sanction.
JUNE 24, 2004 WRESTLING SHOW CANCELLED
Executive Director Pannella reported that licensed promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe of the National Wrestling League (NWL) recently notified the Commission that, for business reasons, he cancelled his professional wrestling show scheduled for June 24, 2004 at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie.

COMMISSIONER McCAFFREY - VOTING MEMBER
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Daue, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to select Commissioner McCaffrey to serve as the voting member representing the Commission at the Year 2004 Annual Meeting of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) scheduled to occur at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston, South Carolina from July 20 - 24, 2004.

REGULATIONS:  FINAL APPROVAL - TERM OF CHAIRMAN
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) for final approval of an amendment to COMAR 09.14.01.05, establishing that the chairman be elected at the last meeting of the Commission preceding each fiscal year; that the term of chairman be for a one-year period; and that a member may serve as chairman for an unlimited number of consecutive terms.
REVIEW OF MAY 6, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission review of the May 6, 2004 professional boxing show which was held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in 

Glen Burnie, Maryland.

REVIEW OF MAY 14, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission review of the May 14, 2004 professional boxing show which was held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

REVIEW OF JUNE 17, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission review of the June 17, 2004 professional boxing show which was held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in 

Glen Burnie, Maryland.

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will 

be held on Thursday, August 26, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 

4:52 p.m..
