
MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION


MINUTES - THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2004
The Thursday, July 29, 2004 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:12 p.m.  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioners Ben Alperstein; Phil Feaster; and Raymond Daue; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General.
APPROVAL OF MAY, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWStc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Upon a motion by Commissioner Feaster, and seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional boxing shows:

tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Tuesday, August 4, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland
Promoter:  Ballroom Boxing, Inc.; and
Thursday, September 23, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. / Baltimore Pro Boxing.

APPROVAL OF MAY, 2004 PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS

Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:

Sunday, July 31, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.

Cecil County Fair - Fair Hill, Maryland
Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (WWE); and
Wednesday, August 4, 2004 - 7:00 p.m.

Hard Rock Cafe - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard Caricofe, National Wrestling League (NWL).tc \l2 "MSAC CASE # 00-04 - ROBERT ANDERSONIn the matter of MSAC Case # 03-01, after the taking of testimony and evidence, the Commission concluded that Robert Anderson (Professional Boxers Federal Identification # MD 049579), who participated in a four-round professional boxing contest against Jed Phipps on January 16, 2003 at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland and lost by knockout at 2:34 of the first round, pushed referee John Gradowski in the chest with his two gloved hands in violation of Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 09.14.10.06.  The Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson pay the Commission a fine in amount of $400.00; the Commission ordered that the fine be paid in two installments, with Mr. Anderson paying $200.00 prior to his next scheduled bout and $200.00 prior to his second scheduled bout.  In addition, the Commission ordered that Mr. Anderson be suspended for a three-month period concluding on Thursday, April 17, 2003.APPROVAL OF APRIL, 2003 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS (ABC) MEETING
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler led a Commission review and discussion regarding the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Meeting which was 

held from July 20 - 24, 2004 at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston, South Carolina.  Mr. Spizler reported that he, Commissioner McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella represented the Commission at the ABC Meeting.  Mr. Spizler, quoting a remark made by Dr. Flip Homansky of the Nevada State Athletic Commission, opined that “it was a good week for boxing”.  

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that, at the request of the ABC, he was a featured speaker at the ABC Meeting regarding the following two subjects:  1. Federal boxing laws and the requirements of a commission administrator in reference to these laws; and 2. The Professional Boxing Amendments Act of 2004 / S. 275, which is currently being considered by United States Congress.   

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that Commissioner McCaffrey served on the ABC Committee responsible for creating a world title procedural manual, which was presented at the ABC Meeting.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that, at the request of the ABC, Executive Director Pannella was a featured speaker at the ABC Meeting regarding the following two subjects:  1. Minimum rest periods for professional boxers; and 

2. Written criteria for the issuance of the professional boxer’s Federal identification card.
Executive Director Pannella reported that, at the ABC Meeting, the ABC formed a committee to review both the ABC’s boxing registry criteria and the application process for those boxing registries seeking certification by the ABC.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, 

the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to enter into an Executive Session at 

4:55 p.m. to consult with Counsel regarding a legal interpretation of Commission authority.  The Executive Session ended at 5:04 p.m.

REVIEW OF JULY 17, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commission Executive Director Pannella led a Commission review and discussion of the Saturday, July 17, 2004 outdoor professional boxing show which was held at Bowie Baysox Stadium in Bowie, Maryland and promoted by Raging Promotions, Inc..  Mr. Pannella stated that the boxing show was delayed for an extended period of time due to rain.  He reported that two of the seven bouts scheduled on the card were cancelled due to rain, and that the bout between Reggie Holly and Mike Salyers was declared a “no contest” after Commission referee Malik Waleed stopped the bout in the second round due to unsafe ring conditions caused by the weather. 
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will 

be held on Thursday, August 26, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:56 p.m..
