MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2011
The Wednesday, January 19, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:20 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
The following Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed:  January 21, 2010; March 25, 2010; May 20, 2010; July 27, 2010; October 27, 2010; and December 22, 2010.
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members:  January 21, 2010; March 25, 2010; May 20, 2010; 
July 27, 2010; October 27, 2010; and December 22, 2010.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:

1.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, February 26, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW); 
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, March 19, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW);
3.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, April 16, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a American Championship 

Wrestling (ACW); 
4.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, April 30, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.

Stoney Creek Democratic Club - Pasadena, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 

Federation (MWF); 
5.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, July 30, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW); and
6.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, October 29, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW); and
7.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, December 30, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW).
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, April 23, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW); 

2. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, June 4, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW); 

3. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, August 6, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW); 

4. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, October 1, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW); 

5. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, November 5, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW); 

and 

6. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, December 3, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore (Canton), Maryland
Promoter:  Bradley Vance, t/a Real Championship Wrestling (RCW).
COMMISSION VOTE FOR CHAIRMAN
The Commission held a discussion in regard to voting for a new Commission Chairman.  Chairman Norman noted that his term as a Commission member expires on June 30, 2011.  Chairman Norman opined that the Commission should consider voting for a new Chairman at the beginning of this new year.  Chairman Norman further opined that voting for a new Chairman at this point in time would effectuate a smooth transition for a newly elected Chairman, as Chairman Norman will still be serving as a Commission member for the next six months and will be available during this time period to provide any advice to the new Chairman if requested.

The Commission elected to table its discussion of voting for a new Chairman until the next Commission meeting when all five Commission members are present.   
PROFESSIONAL BOXER TOMMY MORRISON
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with a report in regard to professional boxer Tommy Morrison, who has applied to the Quebec Combative Sports Commission toward the end of participating in a professional boxing bout proposed to be held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on February 25, 2011.  Mr. Spizler reported that the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) sent written correspondence, dated January 18, 2011, to the Quebec Combative Sports Commission, detailing Mr. Morrison’s licensing history as a professional boxer and offering to assist in any licensing decisions made by the Quebec Combative Sports Commission with regard to Mr. Morrison.

DLLR “LEGISLATIVE POLICY”
Executive Director Pannella distributed to Commission members a Memorandum (dated January 10, 2011) from Alexander M. Sanchez, Secretary of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR), in regard to DLLR’s Legislative Policy” defining the perimeters of board members’ legislative activity.

BRUCE SPIZLER - “EXCEPTIONAL CAREER SERVICE AWARD”

RECIPIENT, OFFICE OF THE MARYLAND ATTORNEY GENERAL
Executive Director Pannella reported that Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler received the “Exceptional Career Service Award” from the Attorney General of Maryland at the Annual Meeting of the Office of the Maryland Attorney General held on January 6, 2011.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Spizler, who also serves as counsel to the Maryland Racing Commission and other state boards, was recognized for “his devotion and loyalty to the Office of the Attorney General over more than 30 years”, for “shaping the Maryland legal landscape governing not only horseracing, but boxing and other sports regulated by the State Athletic Commission”, for “developing a nationwide reputation among state racing and boxing commissions as an expert in the field”, and for “his critical role in obtaining an ironclad commitment that the Preakness will forever remain in Maryland”.

The Commission congratulated Mr. Spizler on receiving such a prestigious and well-deserved award from the Office of the Maryland Attorney General.
REVIEW OF TNA WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with a report on the first two professional wrestling events promoted by TNA Wrestling Entertainment, LLC in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that TNA Wrestling events were held on January 15, 2011 at the Show Place Arena in Upper Marlboro, Maryland and on January 16, 2011 at the Maryland Theatre in Hagerstown, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that TNA Wrestling Entertainment, LLC representatives cooperated fully with Commission officials, and expressed an interest in holding additional TNA Wrestling events in Maryland in the coming months.
ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS (ABC)

ROLLER DERBY SURVEY
Executive Director Pannella reported that, at the Commission’s request, he conducted a survey of all state and tribal commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) to inquire if any commissions regulate roller derby events within their respective jurisdictions as constituting a form of boxing, kick boxing, wrestling or MMA.  Mr. Pannella noted that he received 

e-mail responses from 11 ABC-member commissions, all indicating that they do not regulate roller derby events in any manner.

The Commission directed Mr. Pannella to make inquiry with the ABC as to placing the question of roller derby regulation on the agenda of the ABC’s Annual Conference scheduled to be held from July 30 - August 3, 2011 at the Washington Court Hotel in Washington D.C.. 
GOLDEN BOY PROMOTIONS 
FEBRUARY 10, 2011 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with a report in regard to a professional boxing event proposed to be held on February 10, 2011 at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella explained that he was contacted by Armando Gaytan, Vice President of Golden Boy Promotions, LLC, regarding the possibility of holding three professional boxing bouts which would be a part of the National Sales Meeting for Stanley Black & Decker, Inc. being held on February 10, 2011 at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore.  

Recognizing the legal issues attendant to the regulation of a boxing event being presented for the private entertainment of corporate employees (as opposed to the general public), following consultation with its legal counsel and Executive Director, the Commission determined:


(1) its authority to grant “special permission” for a promoter to schedule less than five matches and less than 26 rounds of boxing in any one event (COMAR 09.14.06.16(C)); 

   (2) the authority of the State Comptroller’s Office to impose a 10% “boxing and wrestling” tax on the “charge for admission” paid by a corporate entity to a promoter, covering the costs of presenting a boxing show (e.g., purses, insurance, security, ambulance), and then providing such a boxing show exclusively for the entertainment of its employees (§6-102, Tax General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland); and 

   (3) the need for the interested parties to execute a Memorandum of Understanding detailing, among other things, the above resolves.

The Commission directed Mr. Pannella to proceed in working with Golden Boy Promotions, LLC to help to make the February 10, 2011 professional boxing event occur in compliance with Commission regulations.
REGULATORY AMENDMENT - RING PLATFORM
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.05.01; specifically, the size of the ring platform for boxing, kickboxing and mixed martial arts (MMA) contests.  The Commission is considering amending this regulation to provide that the ring platform must extend beyond the ropes for a distance of at least two feet.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve amending COMAR 09.14.05.01 in regard to the size of the ring platform for boxing, kickboxing and mixed martial arts (MMA) contests.
REGULATORY AMENDMENT - LOW-BLOW FOUL
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.06.10 regarding a low blow foul in boxing and kickboxing contests 
Currently, if a boxer or kickboxer who receives a low blow foul in a contest claims that he or she is unable to continue after being given a five-minute rest period, the senior ringside physician examines the contestant.  If the senior ringside physician determines that the boxer or kickboxer is unable to continue, the contest is ruled a draw.  
The Commission discussed changing this regulation by mandating that the boxer or kickboxer receiving a low blow foul in a contest, who cannot continue after being given a five-minute rest period, be declared to have lost the contest by way of a technical knockout (“TKO”).  Also, the senior physician will no longer be called upon to make a determination as to whether the boxer or kickboxer is unable to continue.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve amending COMAR 09.14.06.10 in regard to the low blow foul for boxing and kickboxing contests.
REGULATORY AMENDMENT - GLOVE WEIGHTS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.04.12 and COMAR 09.14.05.03 which would change the required glove weights applicable to certain weight classifications of male and female boxers in boxing and kickboxing contests.  

Currently, male and female boxers and kickboxers weighing less than 160 pounds must use eight ounce gloves; and male and female boxers and kickboxers weighing 160 pounds or greater must use ten ounce gloves.  

The Maryland State Athletic Commission is considering amending these regulations to provide that male and female boxers and kickboxers weighing less than 147 pounds must use eight ounce gloves, and that male and female boxers and kickboxers weighing 147 pounds and greater must use ten ounce gloves. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to amend COMAR 09.14.04.12 and COMAR 09.14.05.03 as noted.  

NEW REGULATION - ADVERTISING CUSHIONS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to a new regulation (COMAR 09.14.05.06) which would allow for the use of advertising cushions on the ring apron for boxing, kick boxing and mixed martial arts (MMA) contests (as to the latter, only when a ring, as opposed to a cage, is being utilized). 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adopt a new regulation (COMAR 09.14.05.06) allowing for the use of advertising cushions on the ring apron for boxing, kick boxing and mixed martial arts (MMA) contests provided certain specifications are satisfied.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, February 24, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:27 p.m..
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