MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2002

The Thursday, January 31, 2002 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:04 p.m..  Present were:  Commissioners 

Ben Alperstein; Phil Feaster; Bill McCaffrey; and Karl N. Milligan. Jr. (Chairman); Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, 

Senior Assistant Attorney General and Counsel.

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 4 , 2001 COMMISSION MINUTES
The October 4, 2001 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, 

which previously were distributed to all Commission members for review, 

were discussed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded 

by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the October 4, 2001 Minutes of the Commission.

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 25, 2001 COMMISSION MINUTES
The October 25, 2001 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, 

which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, 

were discussed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Feaster, and seconded 

by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the October 25, 2001 Minutes of the Commission.

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY, 2002 AND MARCH, 2002 

PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWStc \l2 "APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY, 2002 AND MARCH, 2002 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a discussion of the proposed professional boxing shows which are scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of February, 2002 and March, 2002.  Upon a motion by Chairman Milligan, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0)

 to approve the following professional boxing shows:

Saturday, February 2, 2002 - Ramada Inn - New Carrollton, MDtc \l4 "approve the following professional boxing shows:Saturday, February 2, 2002 - Ramada Inn - New Carrollton, MD
Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, Keystone Boxing; and

Thursday, March 21, 2002 - Michaels Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, MD

Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner, Ballroom Boxing, Inc..

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWStc \l2 "APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a discussion of the proposed professional wrestling shows which are scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland 

in the months of February, 2002 and March, 2002.  He noted that Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW) intends to feature Steve Wilkos, the Director 

of Security for the Jerry Springer television show, as a wrestler on its 

March 27, 2002 card. Mr. Pannella stated that Dan McDevitt of Maryland Championship Wrestling has verified that Mr. Wilkos has been trained as a professional wrestler.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:

Sunday, February 10, 202 - Teamsters Hall - Baltimore, MD

Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); and

Wednesday, March 27, 2002 - Michaels Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, MD

Promoter:  Dan McDevitt, Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW).

CHAIRMAN AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECEIVE HONORS
Chairman Milligan reported that he has recently received the following 

honors for his contributions to the sport of professional boxing:  1.  A day was 

designated in Chairman Milligans honor by Queen Annes County Government on Wednesday, January 30, 2002; 2.  He was awarded a Governors Citation by Governor Glendening; 3.  Chairman Milligan was the featured subject of a column in The Capital newspaper in Annapolis, Maryland; and 4.  Chairman Milligan 

was notified in writing on January 21, 2002 by Ed Levine, President of 

the International Boxing Organization (IBO), that he is being named the 

Year 2002 recipient of the IBOs Distinguished Service to Boxing Award.  Chairman Milligan gave credit to his fellow Commission members and the Commissions staff for having been bestowed these honors.

Commissioner Feaster announced that Executive Director Pannella was named 

the Year 2001 Boxing Administrator of the Year by the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP).  Mr. Pannella explained that the AAPRP, which is comprised of physicians who work as ringside doctors in the sport of professional boxing, is dedicated to developing medical protocols and guidelines for ringside doctors and boxing commissions to reinforce the safety 

and protection of the professional boxer.  Commissioner Feaster reported that 

Mr. Pannella received the national award, which is presented to an individual

employed in the regulation of professional boxing who promotes high standards of safety in his position, at the AAPRPs Year 2001 Medical Seminar Banquet held on November 2, 2001 at Foxwoods Resort in Ledyard, Connecticut.  Mr. Pannella credited the Commissions members, staff and counsel for their tireless efforts 

in enabling the Commission to promote high medical standards for the sport.   

Upon a motion by Commisioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to record the recent honors bestowed upon both Chairman Milligan and Executive Director Pannella

so that these accomplishments will become a part of the permanent history of the Commission and the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.

HOUSE BILL 152 - BOXING AND WRESTLING TAX ASSESSMENT
Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an overview 

of House Bill 152 - Boxing and Wrestling Tax Assessment.  Mr. Spizler opined that the Bill, which is departmentally sponsored by the Maryland Office of the Comptroller, is a housekeeping measure to provide licensees who are subject 

to the Boxing and Wrestling Tax with the same right to appeal a tax amount as granted to members of the public who are subject to other taxes collected by the Maryland Comptrollers Office. 

LIABILITY COVERAGE IN STATES WITHOUT COMMISSIONS
Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Legal Committee is researching what protections, if any, 

are maintained by the ABC in regard to a state or tribal commissions liability when that commission regulates a boxing event in a state or on an Indian reservation which does not have a commission.  Mr. Spizler expressed the concern that the insurance policy for liability coverage currently maintained by the ABC may not provide coverage to commission representatives or officials who work at boxing events in states or Indian reservations without boxing commissions.

DR. JOHN STILLER
Executive Director Pannella informed the Commission that Dr. John Stiller,

a Washington, D.C. neurologist and member of the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP), has expressed an interest in working for the Commission in the future after he is licensed to medically practice in the  State of Maryland.

VINCENT PETTWAY
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following 

report regarding his recent telephone conversation with licensed professional boxer Vincent Pettway.  Mr. Pettway expressed a desire to compete again.  

Mr. Pannella reminded Mr. Pettway that, as was stipulated on the Commissions Official Post-Bout Physicans Report that he received immediately following his August 31, 2001 bout versus Luis Rosado, Mr. Pettway must undergo a 

CAT-Scan and a neurological examination prior to being permitted to compete.  Mr. Pettway has asked the Commission to schedule the neurological examination.

Mr. Pettway has requested that, because of published comments attributed 

to Commission chief physician and neurologist Dr. Steven Manekin, he be examined by a neurologist other than Dr. Manekin.  Both the Commission 

and Dr. Manekin have agreed to comply with Mr. Pettways request.

MARION MOE WILSON
Executive Director Pannella reported that Commission referee Ken Chevalier was recently confronted by professional boxer Marion Moe Wilson at an amateur boxing show regarding Mr. Chevaliers scoring of one of Mr. Wilsons bouts.  

Mr. Pannella stated that the Commission will not tolerate any verbal abuse directed toward a Commission official by a boxer, and received Commission approval to discuss both this matter and the Commissions firm stance prohibiting such actions with Mr. Wilson.

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY OFFICIALS
Executive Director Pannella informed the Commission that, in an effort to promote economic development activity in the State for professional boxing as was recommended by the Maryland Department of Legislative Services in its October, 1999 Sunset Review of the Commission, he recently introduced Scott Wagner of Ballroom Boxing, Inc. to officials from the Australian Embassy in Washington, D.C..  Mr. Pannella noted that Ballroom Boxing is seeking to market its videotapes of professional boxing shows held at Michaels Eighth Avenue to television networks and cable television companies broadcasting in countries around the world.

REVIEW OF JANUARY 17, 2002 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWtc \l2 "REVIEW OF JANUARY 17, 2002 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commissioner McCaffrey led a Commission review of the January 17, 2002 professional boxing show which was promoted by Michael Wagner of Ballroom Boxing, Inc. and held at Michaels Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

OFFICIALS TRAINING SEMINARtc \l2 "OFFICIALS TRAINING SEMINAR
Commissioner Feaster stated that he enjoyed attending the Commissions 

officials training seminar which was conducted by internationally-recognized referee Rudy Battle, and which was held on December 1, 2002.  Commissioner Feaster called the training seminar a tremendous success.  He said that the information which Mr. Battle provided to the Commissions referees and judges was extremely useful, and asked that the Commission hold an officials training seminar at least once a year.  Commissioner Feaster noted that, in addition to the videotapes of Commission referees actions and judges scores in Commission-sanctioned bouts which Executive Director Pannella provided, Mr. Battle brought his own tape featuring both appropriate and questionable referee stoppages 

of bouts.  Assistant Attorney General Spizler and Mr. Pannella, who also were 

in attendance at the training seminar, praised Mr. Battle for his outstanding efforts.

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, February 28, 2002 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Feaster, and seconded by Chairman Milligan, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:25 p.m..
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