MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2011
The Thursday, February 24, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:00 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

CASE # MSAC-11-01-A (MSAC VS. KENNY ELLIS) AND 
CASE # MSAC-11-01-B (MSAC VS. JESSIE NICKLOW)  
The State Athletic Commission conducted a formal hearing in regard to Case # MSAC-11-01-A (MSAC vs. Kenny Ellis) and Case # MSAC-11-01-B (MSAC vs. Jessie Nicklow).  Both cases pertained to the crowd disturbance which occurred on December 11, 2010 during a Commission-sanctioned professional boxing event held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland, and which included a verbal and physical altercation between Mr. Ellis and Mr. Nicklow.  Mr. Ellis is licensed by the Commission as a second.  Mr. Nicklow is licensed by the Commission as a boxer.  Mr. Ellis was working as a second in the corner of professional boxer Julius Kennedy during Mr. Kennedy’s scheduled ten-round bout versus Scott Sigmon.  Mr. Nicklow was a spectator in the crowd.

After considering the testimony and evidence in these cases, the Commission determined that Mr. Ellis and Mr. Nicklow, respectively, each were in violation of COMAR 09.14.10.03 (A) which prohibits words or conduct at a boxing contest that may incite individuals to disturb the peace.  Mr. Ellis, as a licensed second, also was charged with violating COMAR 09.14.06.14 (C) (1) which requires licensed seconds to conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner; the Commission merged this charge with the other and determined that no additional sanction was warranted.  

Other than a variance in the precise dates each is to serve relative to the portion of 
the suspension that is not being held in abeyance, the Commission imposed the 
following disposition as applicable to each respondent:
· Nine month suspension of license, from February 24, 2011 (the date of the hearing); one month of the suspension to be served with the remaining eight months held in abeyance, provided the licensee remains infraction-free during the eight month period. 

· $1000.00 fine with $750.00 of the fine suspended; $250.00 payable within 60 days from February 24, 2011 (the date of the hearing); licensee not required to pay suspended portion of fine, provided the licensee remains infraction-free during the eight months of suspension being held in abeyance.  

· Dates of suspension to be served by Mr. Ellis:  March 27, 2011 through April 26, 2011.  

· Dates of suspension to be served by Mr. Nicklow:  February 24, 2011 through March 25, 2011.  

It should be noted that dates of suspension to be served (and not held in abeyance) are reciprocally enforceable throughout the United States pursuant to 15 USC §6306(a)(2)(E).

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 19, 2011 COMMISSION MINUTES
The January 19, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the January 19, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS 

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing events:

1.
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, April 15, 2011 - 8:00 p.m. 

Millersville SportsPlex

1031 Benfield Boulevard - Millersville, Maryland
Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, t/a Keystone Boxing;

2.
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, June 17, 2011 - 7:30 p.m. 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena

1301 South Ellwood Avenue - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, t/a Bangtime Boxing; and
3. 
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, August 19, 2011 - 7:30 p.m. 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena

1301 South Ellwood Avenue - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, t/a Bangtime Boxing.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, March 25, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Carmelo Anthony Center
1100 East Fayette Street - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); and
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, March 25, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Carmelo Anthony Center
1100 East Fayette Street - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA).
“2010 FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS”
Executive Director Pannella informed Commission members that, in accordance with Maryland State Ethics Law, Commission members must file an annual financial disclosure statement with the Maryland State Ethics Commission.  

Mr. Pannella noted that all financial disclosure statement forms for Calendar Year 2010 must be submitted to the Maryland State Ethics Commission via electronic submission or United States mail by April 30, 2011. 
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, March 24, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m..
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