MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2010
The Wednesday, December 22, 2010 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:25 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant.
PASSING OF COMMISSIONER JAMES LEE HARDIN, III
Executive Director Pannella reported that former Commission member James “Lee” Hardin, III passed away on November 26, 2010.

Mr. Pannella described Commissioner Hardin as an avid boxing fan and strong advocate for boxers’ safety.

The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Commissioner Hardin.
PASSING OF BOXING TRAINER MACK B. LEWIS
Executive Director Pannella reported that legendary Baltimore-based boxing trainer Mack B. Lewis, fondly known as “Mr. Mack”, passed away on November 12, 2010.

Mr. Pannella described Mr. Lewis as a man who dedicated his life to having a positive and lasting impact on the lives of thousands of young men who benefitted from Mr. Lewis’ expert boxing tutelage and learned wisdom.

The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Mr. Lewis.
TNA ENTERTAINMENT, LLC
Executive Director Pannella reported that TNA Entertainment, LLC recently applied to the Commission to receive its license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey interviewed Craig Jenkins, the Director of Live Events for TNA Entertainment, LLC, who is responsible for all Commission-related matters.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by TNA Entertainment, LLC, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the license of TNA Entertainment, LLC as a promoter.
APPROVAL PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT 

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella reported that promoter Prize Fight Promotions, LLC is desirous of holding a professional boxing event to be televised live on the ESPN 2 television network on February 18, 2011 at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing event:


Professional Boxing Event


Friday, February 18, 2011 - 8:00 p.m. 

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - Salisbury, Maryland
Promoter:  Prize Fight Promotions, LLC.
ADVERTISING CUSHIONS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to the use of advertising cushions on the ring apron for boxing, kickboxing and mixed martial arts (MMA) contests when a ring is being utilized.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, January 15, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
The Show Place Arena - Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC;  
2. Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, January 16, 2011 - 6:00 p.m.
The Maryland Theatre - Hagerstown, Maryland
Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC; and 
3. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, February 12, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Elks Lodge # 2266
878 Stevenson Road
Severn, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe,
t/a Maryland Wrestling Federation (MWF).
AAPRP ANNUAL MEDICAL CONFERENCE
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with a report in regard to the American Association of Professional Ringside Physicians (AAPRP) Annual Medical Conference, which was held from November 4 - 6, 2010 in Orlando, Florida.  Mr. Spizler noted that conference was held in conjunction with the American College of Sports Medicine and focused on brain and neck injuries in boxing and mixed martial arts (MMA).

Mr. Spizler announced that the AAPRP is now under new leadership with the following individuals being elected by the AAPRP membership to the following positions:  Dr. Joseph Estwanik (North Carolina), President; Dr. Robert Cantu (Massachusetts), Vice President; Bruce Spizler (Maryland), Secretary; Dr. Richard Weinstein (New York), Treasurer; and Dr. Dominic Colletta (New Jersey), Chairman, Board of Directors.  Mr. Spizler also announced that Dr. John W. Stiller, Chief Physician and Neurologist for the Commission, was elected to serve on the AAPRP Board of Directors. 

REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 6, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the November 6, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by Robert “Bobby” Magruder, trading as Bobby Magruder Productions, and held at the Waldorf Jaycees Community Center in Waldorf, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included seven professional boxing bouts encompassing 32 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  Mr. Pannella reported that Commissioner Alperstein and Commissioner McCaffrey attended the boxing event.
REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 13, 2010
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the November 13, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, trading as Shogun Fights, and held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the “Shogun Fights 3” MMA event included 11 professional MMA bouts encompassing 33 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition.  Mr. Pannella reported that Commissioner McCaffrey attended the MMA event.
REVIEW OF DECEMBER 11, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the December 11, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, trading as Baltimore Pro Boxing, and held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included six professional boxing bouts encompassing 34 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  
Mr. Pannella reported that Commissioner Alperstein, Commissioner McCaffrey and Commissioner Moore attended the boxing event.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 19, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 p.m..
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