
MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSIONPRIVATE 


MINUTES - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2003
The Thursday, December 18, 2003 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:01 p.m.  Present were:  Commissioners 
Ben Alperstein, Phil Feaster; Bill McCaffrey, Ray Daue, and David Norman; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Steven F. Manekin, M.D., Chief Physician and Neurologist.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWS

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional boxing shows:



Tuesday, March 2, 2004



Martin's West - Woodlawn, Maryland



Promoter:  Felix A. Dialoiso - Charm City Boxing and Promotions;


Tuesday, April 27, 2004



Martin's West - Woodlawn, Maryland

Promoter:  Felix A. Dialoiso - Charm City Boxing and Promotions; and


Tuesday, June 8, 2004



Martin's West - Woodlawn, Maryland



Promoter:  Felix A. Dialoiso - Charm City Boxing and Promotions.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL  WRESTLING SHOWS
Upon a motion by Commissioner Daue, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:


Sunday, January 11, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.


North Point Flea Market - Essex, Maryland


Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF);  


Friday, January 16, 2004 - 10:00 p.m.


North Point Flea Market - Essex, MD


Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 

Saturday, January 17, 2004 - 10:00 p.m.


Coliseum Sports Bar - Cockeysville, Maryland


Promoter:  Donna Burke, Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); and


Saturday, January 24, 2004 - 7:00 p.m.


Dundalk Armory - Dundalk, Maryland


Promoter:  James "Jim" Hardwick - Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA).

REPORT ON THE FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOWS

The Commission held a discussion regarding the December 9, 2003 professional boxing show which was held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland and promoted by Fight One Promotions, LLC.

Chairman Norman opined that, due to inclement weather conditions and a new location for professional boxing, the crowd in attendance was not as large as the promoter had anticipated.

Chairman Norman reported that the matchmaking of the bouts for this boxing show could have better.

The Commission discussed the actions of the ring card girls employed by the promoter who were fraternizing with members of the audience in a manner that the Commission deemed to be inappropriate.  The Commission directed Executive Director Pannella to contact the promoter of the show, advising him that any future behavior of this nature will not be permitted.
Executive Director Pannella also opined that the bouts which occurred on this boxing show could have been more competitive.

Executive Director Pannella reported that all of the medical exams relating to the boxers who competed on this boxing show were sent to the Commission in a very timely manner.
THREE KNOCKDOWNS IN A ROUND

The Commission held a discussion regarding whether a bout should be stopped by the referee when a boxer suffers three knockdowns in a round, or whether three knockdowns in a round should only serve as “sufficient grounds” for the referee 
to stop a bout as the current Commission regulation requires.  Dr. Steven F. Manekin, chief physician and neurologist for the Commission, opined that Commission referees are competent to make such decisions without a regulatory requirement mandating that a bout be stopped when a boxer suffers three knockdowns in a round.
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to remove ambiguous language in the regulation specifying that three knockdowns in a round constitute sufficient grounds for the referee to terminate a boxing contest.

NEXT SCHEDULED COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting 

will be held on Thursday, January 29, 2004, at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor 

Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
Upon a motion by Commissioner Feaster, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:46 p.m..
